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To the Readers. 


Je Author of the Friexdly Debate having 

| ſmicren us on the face, both on the righe 
cheek and on the lefr ; leſt our deep (1- 

lence b2 brought in evidence to pro- 

claim our guiltineſs, ana ſo baving loſt our Li- 
vings, we (hould loſe our good Names alſo, 
Which ought to be dearer to us than our very 
Lives, Ir may ſeem high time to Apologize for 


' ourſelves, and ro make it appear to the World, 


that we are not ſo black and ugly as we ate paint- 
ed, nor ſo bad as we are repreſented, Our 
Ap»logy ſhall be that of the bleſſed Apcitle Sr, 
Paul, alittle alter'd, (againſt whom alſo they 


| brought many and grievous Accuſations, which 
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they were not able to prove) Trey have not found 
4 11 the Temples (ox Churches) diſputing with any 


i man: neither raiſing up the people, neither in the 


Synagogues, (or places of Convention for Reli. 
gious kxerciſes) or inthe (ity ; neuther can they 
prove the things whereof they accuſe uk But this 


; many of us confeſs, That afier the way that they 
* call Schiſms aud Phanaticiſm, ſo worſhip we the God 


of our Fathers ; believing all things that are written 
in the Old and New Teſtament, and in the _ 
| AZ 
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of Religion of the Church of Ergland, ſo far «s © 
concerns the Dottrine of Fath and Sacraments, And 
are ſill ready to ſubſcribe to all that the Learned ; 
and Famous Mr, Chilli»gworth ſaith was meant by | 
, 


Subſcription ; namely, / bat we are perſwaded that 
the conſtant Dotlring of the Church of England t {0 
pure and Orthodox, that whoſotver believes it, and 
lives according toit, ſhall be ſaved ; and that there 
is no Error init, which may neceſſitate any man to 
diſturb the peace, or renounce the communion of it. | 
Now this being our Judgment, I humbly con- 
ceive we are acquitted from Schiſm in the Opi- ? 
nion of Mr, Chil;»gworth, and ought to be ſo in ? 
the Judgement of that learned and judicious Bi- ! 
ſhop Saunderſon, who ( as I have been credibly 
informed) being asked what he thought of the 
Subſcription before mentioned, ſaid, (after he 
had rezd it and conſidered it) 1 never ſubſcribed © 
;n any other ſenſe my ſelf. And that this Subicrip- ? 
tion might ſufhce in Equity and Conſcience (if 
the Supreme Authority ſhould think fit) my Lord % 
Chancellor Bacoy hath declared in his Cortidera- ' 
tions about Ecclefialtical Aﬀairs, tendred unto Þ 
King James: Hig words are theſe, — For Sub- * 
ſcription, ut ſeemath to be in the nature of a Confeſ- 
ſon, and therefore more proper to bind in the Unity of 
Faith ; and to be urged rather for Articles of Do- |. 
Grine, than for Rites and Ceremonies, and points of © 
outward Government : for howſoever politick, Conſi« | 
derations and Reaſons of State, may requirg Wnifor- 
mity, 
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| To the Readers, 
| mity, yet Chriftian and Divine Grounds look chiefly 
nd } wponltrity. It is the Duty of all Chriſtians to de 
ed ; zealous, and tocontend carnelily for the Unity 
by | of Faith, and to labour with all their might with 
themſelves and on: another, for unity of affeRi- 
5 j0 | ons: Luther's Motto becomes every good Chri- 
and | tian, In q40 aliqnid Chriſti video iNum diligo, That 
ere the moſt confiderable Nonconformiſts are Sons of 
v0 Peace, and not Sons of the Coal, may hence be 
ifs | argued, That thoſe who were Joynt-Commitho- 
0D- } ners for the Reformation of the Liturgy, became 
bumble and earneſt Petitioners to their Fellow- 
10 } Commiſſioners the Biſhops, and others their Af- 
Bl- ? fiftants, for peace, That we are not generally 
bly ” ſuch Boutefen's and Incendiaties a5 we are charg- 
the | edto be, may iv part appear in this, That we pub- 
he? liſhed no Anſwer for ſo long a time to two ſuch 
bed ; angry and provoking Pieces as theſe : And that 
1p- 7 little which is here done by way of RefleRion, 
(if? is with ſo great moderation : Doubtleſs if we had 
ord } been utterly unable to have anſwered the Reaſon 
_ or Logick of theſe two Books, We could nor 
* have ceahily failed of abundantly requiting the 
ub- | Author of them with Stories and Recrimina- 

feſ- - tions, 

y of Were all the Irregularities and Impieties of 
Do- |; Men of our own Coat, though Canonical, rec- 
5 of ? Kkoned up, and ſhould we give our ſelves leave 
nſi- } to look back thirty or forty years for matter of 
my Accuſaticn, (zs the Author of the Friendly Dz- 
A 3 bats 
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hate ſometimes doth) we might fill whole. Vo. 
lumes with Errata's, and might occaſion the 
common Enemy of our Religion, to triumph 


over, and the common People to trample upon 
the Exgliſh Miniſtry. Had the Author we deal 


withal, had like Charity with Conſtantine the | 


Great, ot with King Charles the Fitlt, of bleſſed 
memory ; he would rather have buried in ſilence 
the faults of the Minlry, than to have expoſed 


thzm, whether real or imaginary, to the Eye of | 


the World, to be beheld through a Multiplying 
and a Magniſying-glaſs, as he doth. Yea, had he 
not come (hoit of Mr.#b:te,the Centuriſt,in his 
Chatity,he might have [earnt of him not to bave 
publiſhed a Seco: d Part to blaze abroad the faults 
of his Brethren ; there being now no War to 
inflame him, no Adverſary by any Reply to pro- 
voke him : The Ny9n-conformiits now outed, be- 


10g down on the ground, down in the mire, (and | 


yet perbaps neither ſo dirty, or ſo much ſullyed, 
as were ſome formerly Sequeſtred, there being 


neither Scandal, nor Inſufficiency, ſo much as | 


charged upon one of a thouſand, as any Reaſon 
or Cauſe of their Eje&ment.) Had he uſed the 
like Candour towards the Non. conformiſts that 
Dr. eMeulin doth towards the Romaniſts ; and 


waich I believe he expects from us towards his | 


own Party ; he would never have charged the 
faults and errors of a part upon the whole, of a 
. few upon all, a very few excepted; and ſo doing, 


he 
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he might have ſpared wholly his Continuation, 
and have much abridged his fuſt Dialogue, | He 
needed not to have made ſo many blazes as he 
doth, by ſo often firing men of ſtraw of his own 
making; nor ſo great a noiſe in the world, by 


DY» 
diſcharging ſo many great Guns, agiiclt Caſtles 


' in the Air of his ova building. 


But finces he advancetn Reaſon ſo much in 
word,upon all occaſion, we may wonder he hath 


| made no more real uſe of it in his Diſcourie. 


For ſay we might ( and think we can juſtific ic) 
that his Words are more than his Matter, his 
Rhetorick far beyond his Logick ; and therefore 
we chooſe rather that he ſhould ſmite us with his 
Fiſt, than with the Palms of his Hands; I mcan 
with his Logick, rather than with his Rhetorick. 
What Reaſon or Logick is in ſuch a Diſccutſe as 
this? Mr. T, Y. and Mr. .B. have Printed 


; ſuch and ſuch things, therefore all, or almoſt all 


the Non-conformiits are ſoand ſo; or Preach and 
P:int thus and thus ; or elſe Mr. Lewes Hughes, 
Mr, Ficcars, the two Mr. Bridges, ſay or viite 
thus ; Ergo, this is the Wzy, the Spirit, and tae 
Language of the whole Party. Or one or two 1n 
a Kingdom, or in the thrze Kingdoms, and that 
too, When the Kingdems were allin a flame with 
the Civil War, were hot and fiery, G'c. Eigo 
(now notivithſtanding that there has been nine 
years p*ace, an AR of Indempnity and Obli- 
vion paſled, the generality of men formerly 0.- 

A 4 vided, 
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vided, quiet and quietly diſpoſed, uniting, c&- | 
menting and ſoddering together, co-operating | 


For the peace, ſertlement, and welfare of the 
whole ( a fe Clergy-men excepted) all that 
were ſometimes of the one Side or Party, muſt 
be looked upor as Hotſpurs, Incendiaries, very 


dangerous Perſons, Enemies to Authority (bill, ' 


&c. muſt have the skins of wild Beaſts put up- 
on them, and a hideous noiſe and out-cry made 
after them, on purpoſe to ſtir up the People to 
hunt them down ,' or worry them ; or elſe to 
move and provoke Authority to make and (pread 
Nets and Toyles to take them: Would it not 


have been more rational and Chriftian, more ' 


Logical and Theological , for the Author to 
have argued thus; Mr. Baxter, Mr. Allen, Dr. 
Tackzey, Dr. Conant, and many others now 
living , though Nox-conformiſts, are good men, 
o00d Chriſtians, good Subjedts, good Preachers, 


vo0d Writers; therefore we muſt not judge all 


our Brethren Inconformiſts, for the failings or 
miſcarriages of a few ? Or might not the Au- 
thor of the Debate, if he bad pleaſed; have argu- 
ed much better and ſtronger, thus; Mr, Dod, 
Mr. Ball, Mr. Hilderſham, Mr. Rathband, Mr, 
Geree, and many others of the old Non-confor- 


mts, were meck and moderate, ſerious and ſo- ' 
br, zezlous againſt Separation; therefore it * 


hath not been the way and Spitit of Non-conſor- 


*:/{s to be turbulent, movers of Seditien in the 
date, : 
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' State, or makers of Rents and Schiſms inthe 
' Church > Or thus: Mr. Love and Mr. Gibbons 


laid down their Lives for their Loyalty, and Mr. 
Camton was indicted of High-Treaſon for pray- 
ing for his Majclty that novis : The London and 
Country Minitters declared zealonſly againſt all 


' proceedings againſt the Crown and Life of King 


Charles the Firlt, of Bleſſed Memory: Mr. ines, 
Dr. Sperſtow, Mr, Towng, lolt their Maſterſhips 
at Cambridge, and othets their places elſewhere, 
for refuſing the Engagement, The Cheſhire and 
Lancaſhire Miniſters publiſhed a Book in Print a- 
eainſt the Engagement, fided with Sir George 


\ Booth in bis Lindertaking for his Majeliy- The 


Presbyterians generally throughout the Kingdom 
were cordial and zealous for his Majeſties Juſt 
and Royal Title: Therefore they are good men, 
and good Subjets to his Majeſty, Or if you 


Will, thus: The Presbyterians and other Noncon- 


formiſts have really lott their Livings, pretend- 
ing to keep their Conſciences, have bzen and 
(111 are generally either actively or paſſively obe- 
dicnt to the Laws ; pray for, and (cek the peace 
and happineſs of the King and his Kingdoms ; 
have in patience poſſeſſed their Souls above ſe- 


ven years together, and all this while have for- 


born, even in their private Meetings, all exaſpe- 


| fating and provoking Language, ot publickly in 


print, ſcurrilous Pampblets or Libels againſt the 


|} Goverament. And have not (as the Author of 
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the Debate hath) endeavour:'d to prejudice a great we 
part of his Majeſties Subjeftr, by many Reproz- | 4 
ches and Terms of diſtin&ion, contrary to his plea 
Majelties Royal D:claration, ordaining, That | 
all Notes of Diſcord, Separation, and difference of A 
Parties, be utterly aboliſhes among bis Subjefts c | þ,Q 
Therefore Presbyrerians and other Noxconfor- Ri 
miſts, are men of Peace, Religion and Loy- ;,, 
alty. whit 

Foraſmuch then as the Author of the Debate | þ... 
hath endeavoured with his Sparks of Wit and | qj... 
Firz, to inflame light-beaded and hot-headed | y,, 
Perſons, (if it be poilible) to make a combultion, | 
contrary to the Law of the Land, the Peace of 
our Soveraign Lord the King, and the great Law 
of Love and Peace, the AQ of Oblivion; I ©, 5; 
would adviſe him to do Juſtice upon himſelf, in |, ,,c" 
executing his own Books 1n the Flames, for be= \,, c 
ing Incendiaries, The worſt I wiſh him is his  ,,, 
Reformation ; that for the time to come, he may A 
be more charitable and good-natur'd ; or more | þjg 
Sanguins than now he is, and leſs Sanguinary imp 
than theſe his Books ſpeak him to be, rich 

Next to our defires to cure our Adverſary, I ye 1 
hops we may have leave to go about to heal our | j, 
ſelves; and this I ſhall endeavour todo, by pul. | þ,,, 
ling out the Weapoos that have made the wound, | ,,;,; 
and by imirating rhe practiſe of the Sympatheti- } ,,,,/ 
cal Doors, namely, by applying ſome Sove- wil. 
raign Balſam, or Hzaling-Plaitters, to _—_ Fry 

ea» | 
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Weapons, his Sword and Dagger, or his Sword 
and Rapier, ( call his two Books which you 
pleaſe) if by any means I may heal the wounds 
waich they have made. 

And though pzthaps ſome others would never 
have ſcrupled to have anſ[vered theſe Pieces, 
Railery with Railery, or even Railing with Rail- 
ing, and to have thrown that Dirt in his Face 
which he put into our hands; and to have la- 


' boured to quench his Wild-fire, though wich 
' dirty and ſinking Billings: gate Kennel-Water ; 


Yet this bath not been my dehign, but rather the 
contrary, to overcome hin with good uſage and 
oo0d words z and becauſe I cannot give him 2$ 
vo0d Language as he brings, therefore to fiudy 
to give bim better ; however nothing ſo bad ; to 
uſe hard Reaſons, and ſoft Words ; and herein 
to follow the Reverend and Judicious Hooker, 
rather than Martin HMar- Prelate, 

As for the way and method I rake in aſſaulting 
his two ſtrong Holds or Forts, (which ſome think 
impregnable) namely, why I do not charge in a 
112he Line, and ruſh directly upon the Pikes, 
the-Nols me T angere's of the Books; my anſwer 
1s that of the Duke of Parma, upon occaſion, [ 
know very well what ts fi: for me to do, for the at- 


| taining my Ends,” aud am no come ſo far, to take 
* counſel of my Enemy, Oc: as another P:incz (aid, / 


. , 
: will zot take a burning Coal ont of the fire with my 


1 bare Fingers, when 1 can do it better with a pair of 


. 


Tongs, 
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Tongs, I add further, It doth not neceſſarily | T c: 
argue the want of a good Cauſe, or a good Cou. | Cipl 
rage, to come on the Flank or Reer of an Ene- | Het 
my as well as on the Front ; or to ſeem ſome. | the 
times to give Ground and Wheel-abour, with a ' mar 
deſign to charge with the more advantage, + whc 

I ſhall not detain you much longer, Good 71 
Reader, in the Porch, being ſenſible of being nyt 
ſo long already: May I crave your leave to | fctu; 
mak* a brief Declaration, a ſhort Petition, and | Who 
to enter a reaſonable Proteſtition. gain 

I Declare, I do hold the Elders that Preach | the 1 
well, or Rule well, or Live well, by what ! then 
names or titles ſoever dignified or diſtinguiſh. | Eng, 
ed, whether they be Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Pa- taint 
ſtors or Curates z whether they be Conformiſty and 
or Nonconformiſits, to be worthy of double bo. Rite 
our. And that Ihad much rather we could | 1ighe 
meet each other half-way, to reconcile our Dif- | beco 
ferences, and to give each other the right hand * £18 « 
of Fellowſhip, than to try it out for Victory by | Extre 
theſe Pen and Paper Combates any longer ; left | Hel; 
Atheiſm and Popery be advantaged by our diſ- | eda 1 
ſentions, and enter inat our breaches. I would © Conf 
not have Miniſters of either perſvgſion, be like | are 1 
the filly Coneys that continually fight and teat © thoug 
one another, without ever joyning to make re- * Frier 
ſitance again the Polcat. 1 declare alſo, I | degre 
do not, in, or by this Treatiſe, condemn Coxfor- Kſelve: 
m:ſts, or commend Non-conformiſts as ſuch ; yet {teu 

Is 
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ly T cannot but own my utter diſlike of the Prin- 
| ciples and Pratiſes of ſome high Conformuſts or 

1 | Hettors for Conformity ; namely, ſuch as prefer 
\e. | the Romiſh Church, before the Reformed Tranſ- 
h 4 | marine Churches ; "Arminius before St. Auſtine ; 
{ who judge Aeris a greater Heretick than Ar- 
od 711 ; Who have more charity for thoſe that de- 
ng BY the Deity of our Saviour, than for thoſe that 
to | ſcruple the firidt jus drtrnum of Epiſcopacy 3 and 
ad who can with more Patience hear a Diſpure a- 
gainſt the very Bzing of a D:ity, than abour 
ach | the taking away of a Ceremony ; that profeſs 
hat themſelves the chiefeſt Sons of tne Church of 
ſh. | England, and yet diflent from her Doctrine con« 
Pa. tained in the Articles, Homilies, and Liturgie; 
its and tranſoreſs the Laws of the Church about 
ho. Rites and Ceremonies, by going too far on the 
uld | Tight hand, or running too far betore them, and 
Yif.. | become Non: conformiſts themſelves, and break- 
ind © ers of the A& of Uaniformity, even by their 
; by - extream Conformity. Theſe, theſe are the 
let | Heftors, 1 mean, who when they have perſwad- 
dif. * eda man to ſtrain bard to go a mile with them in 
.vld © Conformity, will compel him to £0 tivaine ; that 
like | are implacable Enemies to Nos-conformiſts, 
teat | though peaceable and Pious; and are no good 
e- }Friends to Conformiſts, except under the lame 
z, I {degree of Longitude and Latitude with them- 
fas ſelves : Yes, I may ſay, that notwithſtanding 
yet Fiheir pretended zeal ard devotion to the Hier- 
I3 arChy, 
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archy, {ook on former Archbiſhops, ſuch #s © 
Grindal, Whitgift, Abbot, as Puritans, and would; th 
( if they couid ) Unbiſhop ſome ot the preſent; C 
Biſhops for Presbyterrans. ' to 

As tor thz Author of the Friendly Debate, I} ih 
hope better things of him ; and though he be af C! 
Cazmpion for the Conformiſts cauſe, and I differ? wt 
from him in many things ; yet I muſt confeis I Su 
do not look on h1w as one ot the Hettors before} is. 
deſcribed ; but I ſay of him rather, Tali quumn| 
fir utinam noſter eſſet ; For I am confident, } Th 
that one of his parts, learning and (iile, could} tha 
ealily make a Dialogne, wherein the high Conf hoi 
formiſts ſhould appear as fimple and ridiculous as? tru 
he hath made the Non-conformſts. * far 

My Petition, my humble and hearty Petition, this 
is to the Fathers of the Church, the mott Reve-. fal, 
rend the Archhiſhops, and the Right reveread:; alſo 
the Biſhops, and to the Sons 6f the Church, our; unc 
Conforming Brethren, That they would mani-4 / 
felt their love to Peace, by their condeſcenti? Aut 
ons and defires of Union, with their diſſenting} #/f 
Brethren ; and that there might be, by the] ny | 
means of the Governours of our Church, thei” and 
M:diation with His Majelly and the Parlia-| awn 
ment, ſome ſuch Laws made, as might for ever} our | 
take away the differences *cwixt them and thoſe} ther, 
that are for Moderation, that Ri!l hold them-{ a Co 
ſelves Members of the Church of England) polte 
though pot admitted to be Teachers in it : ay If 

O 
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h 4s Oh! that it were io their bearts, as.many of 
7ould} them as hold Communion with the Reformed 
ſent} Churches beyond Seas, to cffer ſuch Bill or Bills 
{ ro King and Parliament, as might cnable the Bi. 
te, I} ſhops to receive all again into the Boſom cf the 
be af Church, and to the Exerciſe of their Minſtry, 
iffer+ who belides taking the Oaths of Allegiance and 
eſs Supremacy to his Majeſly, can conform to what 
efore} Is neceſſary in other Reformed Churches, 
uni And my earneſt deſire to all Nonconformiſts is, 
zent, | That they love and follow the Truth and Peace ; 
ould} that they endeavour after Union and Coalition ; 
Con.} however that they avoid Schiſm and Separation, 
us as? truly ſo called : And eſpecially rhat they keep 
* far from that dividing Principle, To imagixe a 
ition thing of it ſelf indifferent, to be therefore unlaw- 
eve-. fal, becanſe commanded by a lawful Authority ; and 
rend} alſo from that grand Crime of the Donatiſts, thar 
, our} unchurched all beſides themſelves. 
n1ani-s My Proteltation is this, That whereas the 
enti-! Author of the Debate hath offered us Nonconfor- 
ating} m1//s many and great Aﬀronts, hath made ſo ma- 
7 the] ny hard and deſperate Thruſts or Paſſes at us, 
theit! and hath thereby forced us at laſt to Draiv in our 
arlia-; aWwn Defence; That if he ſhall preſently cauſe 
- ever} our Perſons or Weapons to be arreſted or ſeized 
thoſe} therefore, He may never more be preclaimed for 
hem-j a Couragious Champion, nor the Nonconformiſts 
lands poſted for baſe Cowarcs. 
And} IF the High Sons of the Church have th: Li- 
Oh berty 
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berty and Priviledge to throw Ink in our Faces; 
the Sons of Adam, the Sons of Peace, and big 
Majeſties good Subjects, may have we hope a) 
Toleracion or Connivence to wipe it offs j 


Lo 
Theſe things premiſed ; Since the Author of! 
the Debate hath ſo vehemently charged us, and” 
put in a Firſt and a Second Inditment againſ; 
us, for Irreligion , Diſloyalty, Schiſm, Sacti. 
ledge, ec, Weplead, NOT GUILTY; 
And pur our ſelves vpon the Tryal of our Coun, $*2Þ 


trey, Waich be You, 
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= onconformiſts better treated 1m farmer _ 
Pe7,t 


oncorformiſts not Schiſeratichs or Sefleries, 
p.10,11,12, 


cdinati resbyters, formerly counted va- 
| lidby s, P-12,13, 14. 
The Aſſe n cleared from conntenancing ©4- 


erilege, p. 15,16, 
onconformiſts offer to clear themſelves by Oath 
from Peeviſhneſs and Obſtinacy. P17» 
opconformilts not like Phariſees, P.17- 
'FHow Conformilis aud Nonconformiſts my be 
Recdnciled, p.18,19, 


"What Reformation was deſired farmerly by the H ouſe 
TE: of Commons, in the 30th Year of Queen Eliz, 


P-21,22, 
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Of ( mn p.648 7 
Of divers modes of Preaching, p.60, 6y Of 
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Page 6. line 10, for gage read gauge, p. 35, þ 
1.13.f. Antipatiſtalis r, Antiperiſtzhs, p.36.4.13, 


f- humours 7, honours. p-37./.17. f. Brailzs r, 
Brayles. p42. 4. 12. f, Canitmss r. Chriftmas, 


p.43-1.14. f. leave r. leave. p.g0. (.3.f. Rigi- 
diſſimos r. Rigidiſhmo's, /. 12.r. if more, &c, 
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p. 79. 1.24. f. mediatore r. mediatorem. p, 80.} 


L. 29. f. AvTazpins I. AuTWxrHapins, p. 931 may 


[.23, f- zquilibro r, zliquibrio. p. 117. 4. 7. f. 
diſquet r. diſquiet. p. 119. /.14. f. Academe, 
Academiz, /.19. f. ni ftaliter, r. nit aliter. 
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| An bumble Apologie for Nonconformiſts, 

' With modeſt and ſerious Reflections on 

* theFriendly Debate, and Conti- 
nuation thereof, exc. 


1x3, | Queſtion, 
$r, Hat Realon can be civen, if there be 
Nay. no guilt in the Nonconformiſts, that 
\ no Anſwer was given to the Friendly 
&c, Debate, for ſo long a time ? 
80.) Anſw. Bilhop Brambal, that lezrned Prelate, 
93-1 may be their Advocate in this Caſe ; (l hope the 
7. f-j Sons of the Church will rot diſdain to bearken 
£7, | to a Father of the Church) 7hoſe who bave com- 
| poſed minds, free from diſtratting cares, and Means 
to maintain them, and Friends to aſſiſt them, and 
their Books and Notes about them ; do little imagine 
| with what difficulty poor Exiles ſiruggle, wheſe 
minds are more ,utent on what they (honld cat to moy- 
; row, than what they ſhcu!d write, Biſhop Brambal 
© of Schiſm, pag-275. Behdes,if an Anſwer had 
2 ſtolen forth without Licenſe, would it not have 
A been arrelied for a ſeeming breach of a late Act 
"F about Printing; and the Auchor of it, according 
to the Divinity and Logick = the Friendly Debate, 
P33. 


[3] 
pa2.3, concluded to be neither a good SubjeR, 
nor a £ood Chriſtian ? (w1de Deb. pag, 2, Edit.q.) © the 

Queft. What Anſwer then can be made tor? Chi 
printing this preſent Anſwer and Apology ? Poms 
 Anſw. The Interns and Delign of Laws, is MM 
the Conſervation of the Publick Peace. The}, 
Law is Juſt, Uniform, and no ReſpeRter of Per- | ws 
ſons, whether Conformiſts, or Non-Conformilts, } _.. 
but binds all to the Peace and Good Behaviour 
alike, doth not hold onz Mans Hands, whilR 
Another cuts his Throat, or (tabs him under the 
fifth Rib. If a Man be once and again violently J}-. 
aſſtulted, he may lawfully defend himſelf, The |, 
Author of the Debate hath ſmitten us on the one Þ , 
Cheek, and on the otheralſo; hath reviled us, 
and with his Pen perſecuted us, and ſaid all 
mannet of evil againſt us falfly. In thigcaſe,aþ * ; 
dead and ſtupid hlence, might argue we were ve- 
rily guilty concerning the Crimes laid againſt us, Je 
If a man that is Charged, Indited, and Arraign- | _, 
ec, refuſeth to plead, the Law adjudgeth him to Fgy 
be preſſed to death. Our blefled Saviour himſelf 
Apologized for himfelf and his Diſciples. So did 
Juſtin Martyr and Tertullian, for the Primitive |, 
Chriſtians. The great and foul Blots which 
have been caſt upon our Names by that Author, 
wyuld not ſoon out, if no means or endeavors 
{ould be uſed to wipe them off. 

Queft. Bur is every Tranſgreſſion of a Hu- 
mane Liw, though but penal, (o culpable or 
Ccriiminous as is pictended ? Anſw, 


” 
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jet, - 'S ; 

*) eAnſw. I bumbly conceive not, And 
+) | there are thouſands of good SubjeRts, and good 
* 10H) Chriftians (many of them good Sons and Daugh- 
ters of the Church of Exgla»d) who did cat Fleſh 
laſt Lent, or laſt Fryday, asking no Queſtion for 
Thei . . 

a, Conſcience-lake, 1n reference to any penal Law 

"or Statute in that Caſe ; and who have not ſcru- 
. | pled to bury their Dead in Linen, though con- 

| rrarytoalate Act of Parlizment. And if you 
lay ſo great a Burthen upon every breach of a 
penal Statute, how ſhall the Carrier long keep 
his Cart on Wheels, or the Citizen long ſtand on 
his Legs for want of Trading, by reaton of an 
AG of Parliament requiring the” Tire of the 
'Wheels to be four Inches wide, under the penal- 
Ity of forty Shillings for each offence ? 

QueF, Is it not therefore enough to ſatisfie 
the Law to pay the Mult or Penalty required in 
ve ſuch Caſes > (Vide Contin. pag.22.) 

2 | Anſw. Mr. Perkins, famous both at Home and 
Abroad, for his great Piety and Learning, bath 
44 amonglt his Caſes of Conſcience, this Caſe : 
* Whether Students in Colledges, and Members of Cor- 
porations, are tied to obſervance of their Local Sta- 
rates, under pain of Perjury ? In reſolving where- 
of, he hath ſomething uſeful, and pertinent to 
our purpoſe : He ſaith, That Statutes are of two 
orts, Principal and Fundamental, or leſs principal 


s, 1$ 


go be fir#t ſort, belon ng to the Being of the Socrety, 
# » re neceſſary fo be |. under = KF Pirjury - - 
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to the leſs principal, namely, Statutes that ave for} 
Order axd Decency, the Founder er Law-Makgr| 
exatts not Obedience ſimply, but either Obedience or 
the Penalty; becauſe the Penhlty is as much benefs- 
cial to the ſlate of the Body, as the other, that ts, as 
attual Obedience: And in this Cale, he doth not 
charge the Breach of any Local Statute with the} 
crime of Perjury. And Biſhop Taylor, in his! 
Rule of holy Lrving, Chap. 3.pag.18 3. ſaith thus: 
As long 45 the Law # obligatory, ſo long our Obeds- 
encets due; and be that begins a contrary Cuſtom 
without reaſon, ſinneth : But be that breaks the Law 
when the Cuſtom ts entres and fixed, 1 excuſed ; be- 
cauſe 'tis ſuppoſed the Legiſlative Power conſents, 
when by not puniſhing, it ſuffers Diſobedrence to growl 
upto a Cuſtom. And 1 have formerly learnt ith 
for good Divinity, That every meer or bare 
Omifſion to do a thing required by Law, 1s not a 
fin, (extra caſum ſcardali & comempus) provided 
it be not done icardalouſly and contemptucuſly, 
or with oftence to our weak Brother, and in con- 
tempt of the Magiſtrate, 

Ox:ſt. What's all this to the Caſe of the pre- 
ſent Nonconformiſts ? Do not they ſcandalouſly 
and contemptuouſly break the Laws, in dwelling 
in and neat Z9ndos,and holding Religious Meet- 
ing*, commonly called Conventicles ? (Vid 
Debate, page 2.) 

Anſw. Many of them have taken the Oxford 
Oaih, and are legally qualified to live in Corpo- 

rations 


F ) 

| rations, Others cannot poſſibly live in the 
Countries, for want of a Livelihood. I bave 
e or | heard of a Reverend Miniſter, that going abroad 
nefs.þ to ſeek maintenance from well- diſpoſed Chriſti 
, ahans, being benighted, loſt his Way and his Life 
pot both, being through cold Rarved to death, Others 
the 3 perhaps will plead they cannot live peaceably in 
his the Country : I heard one, and a principal one, 
zus :| ſay, He never looked towards the City, nor ever 
edi. # ſhould, if ke had not been diiven our of the 
flom}| Country. The Laiv of Nature teaches the Harr, 
Lawfthe Hare, and all Creatures that are purſued, to 
» be-f fly to the neareſt and thickeſt Covert, or hidirg 
ents, place. I have heard Huntſmen talk of givirg 
7rowf the Hare Law ; I do not well undetltand Forreſt 
it ith Law: but believe this is not meant by it, That 
baref ſhe (hall have no metrcy if (he ſeeks to hide or to 
1ot aff ſave her ſelf by flight from thoſe that purſue her. 
idedf There are alſo ſome among the Noxconformiſts, 
aſly,] that think themſelves bound ro preach the Go- 
con» ſpel - and though they will not intrude into 
Churches, which are at the Magiſtrates diſpoſal, 
pre-f yet they look upon it as their Duty to preach in 
ſly} private Houſes : And for that in Loxdox and 
log] other Cities, the multitude of thoſe that defire to 
ect-f hear, are greater thanin other places, and theic 
Vidch Meetings h:re may be leaſt taken notice of, ther= 
fore probably they repur to theſe places of con- 
courſe. And what Fowler had not rather (hoot 
ata Flock, than at two or three lingle Birds ? 
B 3 And 
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And what Fiſherman would not chuſe rather to$; js 
cait his Net into the main Sea, than into a ſmalldiq, 
Brook The Quarrel of Fimbria againſt Scey 
la, was, That he would not receive the Weapo 
of Death far enough into his Body; and th 
ſame 1s the Quartel that ſome of our Bretbre 
have againit us, That there being ſuch ſhay 
Laws made againſt us, we are not wiiling to pre 
ſent our naked Bretts to the point of them, an 
ler our Brethren gage us with their Weapons 
but chuſe rather to fly from Country to City, an 
from City to City, to hide our ſelves. Some ther 
are, who can ſay they hold no Meetings contrat 
ro Law. There are thac hold ſome private Meet 
ings, but firſt they and their Auditors go t 
Church, and hear Common-Prayer and Sermonjey on 
there. Moſt of thoſe that do otherwiſe may dgmy 
ſuppoſed to be in and about London, where, bmuch 
reaion of the burning of above fourſcore Pati ft tr 
Churches, the Churches that remain may not dy, ;þ, 
Capacious enough toreceive or hold all the Inha 
bitants, and betides may poſſibly be at inconveq} 
nient diſtances from their preſent Habitation 
If you ſay, That the O/d Noncenformiits, whe! 
they were filenc'd by the Biſhops, forbore t 
preach, and juſtified their filence againſt th 
Brownitis who accuſed them for it, To thitYE,ol, 
may be replied, That the number of Ejected M Keep 
ni:ters formerly, were not comparable to what iCarrw 
1$now ; uſually not one to one hundred, to whilland 
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r tot is in our days. Beides, the People that are 
nallfdifacisficd with the Liturgy or Ceremonies now, 
evotare ten, if not a hundred to one, to What they 
ere formerly. What (hall Miniſters do in this 
aſe ? Our Saviour when he ſaw the multitudes, 
had compaſſion on them, becauſe they were as 
Sheep without a Shepherd, Had you rather that 
| Quakers and Romiſh Seducers ſhould gather up 
Multitudes ; and that Taverns, Alehcuſes,' and 
worſe places, ſhould on the Lords day be filled 
with the number of thoſe that abſent themſelves 
rom the: publick Aflemblies, rather than that 
they ſhould be tolerated to bear a Sermon of Faith 
and Repentance, and other Duties towards God, 
Wand of Loyalty to the King, of Love and Chari- 
ry one towards another, in a private houſe ? For 
Imy own part, I confels in this Caſe, I would 
much rather 2o learn what that means, The Har- 
eſt truly u great, andthe Labourers are few : pray 
I ye therefore the Lord of the Harveſt, that he would 
ſend forth Labourers into bus Harveſt. Again, it 
1s to be conſidered, that Mr. Dod, Mr, Hilderſham, 
and others, were hlenced formerly but in ſome 
IDioceſſes, and for ſome time ; afterwards they 
Jo: diverſe times liberty to preach. Mr. Cotton 
hid a Licenſe to preach, under the Broad Seal of 
thitfEngland, procured by Bilhop Williams, then Lord 
1 Mi Keeper, notwithſtanding his inconformity. Mr, 
nat WC arewright notwithſtanding he had writ ſo much, 
whifhand {o thatp!y again Conformity, was ſutzred 
Þ 4 0 
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to preach, and enjoyed a place of Maſter of 1 
Hoſpital at Warwick, to his dying day. Yea, Mr 
Brown, the Father of the Brownsfts, if we beliey 
the Hiſtorian, was ſuffered to keep a Living, an 
that no mean one, (Acharch in Northampto 
ſhire) to his Death. The Biſhops in thoſe daye 
1f they turned Men out of their Pulpits, let the 
have a Livelihood ; either ſome way from thei 
Livings, or elſe permitted them, or connived 
leaſt, at their teaching of School, My School 
inaſter at a Grammar-School, was one that ha 
left a Living, rather than he would Confor 
And 'tis ſtoried of old Mr. Fobs Fox, by Doo 
Heplin, that though he refuſed to ſubſcribe to an 
thing but the Greek Teſtament, yer be enjoyed toc 
his Prebends place in Sa/#bwry till his dying day# Ger 
'Tis worthy our notice, that theſe mens Yoak wa conf; 
more eafie than ours: And that notwithſtanding ther 
they are thought to be of different Principleg} up a 
from the preſent Noxnconformiſts, yer certain it isÞ its t; 
that they held it lawful to preach and pray, and} mad 
keep days of Humiliation in private Houſes, And the 
I was told by one Mr. #. That be never had an raig 
other Ordination but Prayers and [mpoſition of baud as h 
by old Mr, Dod, and ſome other Miniſters bij ters 
Friends, in a private Houſe, clar 

Upon the conſideration of the Premiſes, my mer 
hears deſire is, That the preſent Age may la} Ani 
bour £5 1itare ard ſurpaſs the Age paſt ; the} ſom 
Right Revcrend the Bilhops, their Predeceſſors} and 
I0 
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in their Forhearance and Moderation ; and the 
Nonconformiſis theirs, in their Meekneſs and 
Peaceableneſs: That the Biſhops would endea- 
;, and vour to be Reconcilers, and Repairers of out 
ypton{ Breaches, and Reftorers of our Palpits to preach 
ayerJin; and that the Nonconformiſts would defire no- 
then thing but what may become Sons of Peace, and 
thei ſuch as earnefily long after Unity, and bad 
ed aff much rather, as becomes Laboutrers, be admit- 
hool4 ted to work in the Vineyard, then to ſtand any 
' had] Jonger idle in the Marker-place : Or, as becomes 
form Fiſhers of Men, to be caſting their Nets on the 
»Qtol right ſide of the Ship, than to fit any longer men- 
d an ding their Nets on the Shore. That ſo the Ages 
oye to come, when they ſhall read the Hiſtory of this 
day} Generation, when we all (Conformiſts and Nen- 
c walf conformiſts) are laid down to relt quietly toge- 
ding} ther in our Graves, may have no occaſion to nſec 
ipleg} upand ſay, That whereas the late War bad made 
It18Y its thonſands of Separatiſts, Rigid Conformity bad 
ang} made 1ts ten thouſands; And all this too, during 
Ang the peaceable Reign of our moſt Gracious Sove . 
1 anfj raign, (a Son of Peace) CHARLES the Clement ; 
andy as he hath manifeſted himſelf, by bis Royal Let- 
; bij ters and Declaration from Breda, his Royal De- 
clarations ſince, and his preſent Princely Cle- 
my mency : And this too, notwithſtznding great 
Animofities, Exaſperations, and lirictations of 
# ſome,on the one hand, cut of an 1nordinate Zeal ; 
and many Weakneſſes, Follies, and Provocations 
or 
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of ſome on the other, for lack of Knowledge, Catisf 

Oueſt, Are not the Non-conforming.Mini$noni 
ers, who hold Private Meetings, SchiſmaticksÞeive 
and Secaries, and Breakers of the Peace andþubli 
Loity of the Church? Yide Deb.p.215, ccal 

Anſw. 'T# a ſign of exaſperation ({aith my Lordivate, 
Bacon, upon the like difference) to condemn theknem 
contrary part as 4 Sett ; yea, and ſome indiſcreet perpolec 
fons bave been bold in open preaching, to uſe diſhonouJbup. 
rable and derogative ſpeech and cenſure of the Chur ont 
ches abroad ; and that (o far, as that ſome of ourfſuCk. 
Men (a5 1 have brard) ordained 1 forraign Parts, <ie 
have been pronounced to be no lawful Miniſters pen 
So he, And further, Let's remember ((aith the he ( 
ſame judicious Author) that the ancient and trueWne! 
Bonds of UUmity, are, One Fauth, one Baptiſms ; andn V 
not, One Ceremony, one Policy: And endeavour tata 
comprehend that ſaying, Differentia Ricuum com-pmati 
mendat unitatem Do@trinz; Chriſts Coat was 1n-$P107 
deed without Seam, yet the Churches Garment waiffot 
of divers Colours, The Presbyterian and Congre-fconc 
oational Nonconformiſts do profeſs to agree in theſe" 
main Do&rine with the Church of England, con-Yg7t# 
tained in her Articles of Religion, ſo as fully}'be 4 
to embrace, and conftantly to adhere unto what is} N-C 
purely Do&rinal in them. Beſides, the Presby-Jtual 
rerians do not ſeparate from the Church, ſo as ro} Hou 
ſet up Church again(t Caurch, Altar againſt Al- thit! 
tar ; but beiog-chruſt our of the Church them- 
(elves, and the number of men and women Ci!» 
ſatisned 


4 ix] 
{:tisfied about either ſome paſſages or Cere: 
onies in the Lyturgy, ſo that they dare not re- 
icksFeive the Sacrament in the way required inthe 
ublick Aſſemblies, being very great ; they take 
ccafion to meet for Religious Exerciſes in pii- 
ate, for a time onely, till a door be opened for 
» thethem in the Chutch, by the removal of ſome ſupe 
 per.poſed or real Corruptions in the publick Wor. 
nouJhip. And the reaſon why ſome (whillt they 
"bur Kontinue in the City) do not frequent the Pub- 
E ourfflick Aſſemblies, may be this ; Becauſe they are 
arts,ſheie by connivance onely, and dare not be ſeen 
ſters openly to out-face a Lav : But when they are in 
1 tbeſkhe Countrey, they joyn wich the Congregation 
truaeMtere they refide pro tempore, to(hew their Uni- 
, anion With the Church, and Conformity to the 
ur tatLaws. Nor ate they therefore to be judged Schil- 
-om-{maticks, becauſe they (t11] hold internal Commu- 
# 1nJpion With all Chriſtians, and ſo with the Church 
+ waiſſof England, with whom in ſome things they 
gre. ficonceive they cannot communicate externally, 
thee And there #5 not ((aith a Learned Biſhop) /o 
conBgreat Conformity to be expitted in Ceremontes, as 11 
ully the Eſſentials of Sacraments, The Separation of the 
at is N.C.trom the Ch. of Exg/.is not total, nor perpe- 
eby-Jtual ; and a man may remove from his Fathers 
s ro Houſe, it being infetec, with a purpole to come 
Al-Btvither when all is clear and well again. And 
em-{their defire and prayer is fill, That they thar 
went'forta of their Churches weeping (yet bear- 
02 
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ing good Seed, viz. the DoQtrine of Faith, Re ;ke 
pentance, and Obedience to God, and bis Vice 00d, 
gerent) may come again rejoycing, bringinglhus 
their Sheaves (that 15, their Congregations) with nd; 
them. f the 

Queſt. But is not this partial and occahonalf,4,;1 
withdrawing of ſome Non- conforming Miniſter; 4 
and people, from the publick Legal Aſſzmblies WD, 
juſtly charged with Schiſm ? fore 

eAnſw. Hear what a Romiſh DoRor Cait le bat 
which 18 cited by Biſhop Brambal, in his Treati( fleem 
of Schiſm, pag.7,8. Whenthere « a mutual div hops, 
fron of two parts or Members of the Myſtical Body ofharnt, 
the Church, one from the other, yet both retaining; 
Communion with the Unwverſal Church, (which forthe C 
the moſt part ſprings from ſome doubtful Opinion, hn th 
leſs neceſſary part of Drvine Worſhip) quam cunquehyith 
partem amplexus fueris Schiſmaticvs non audiethiſe 
quippe quod Univerſa Eccleſia neutram damnaJChyy 
rit ; what fde ſoever you take, you are not a Schiſfchur 
matick. &c. ho 

Queft. Sith that divers of the Non-conformmed, 
ivg Miniſters had no Ordination but by theiltEpi(, 
Brethren the Presbyters, Can they be eſteemeQ{5:er, 
lawful Mipiſfters? Is ſuch Ordination validBand ] 
without Re-Ordination by the Biſhops ? BRtior 

Anſw. Ordinatioa by Presbyters without Bi Jugs 
ſhops, ws adjudged valid by our former Bilhops;EDeat 
Witneſs the Caſe of three Scottiſh Biſhops, cor-Y Juds 
ſecrated in England in King James his _ yea ; 

ake 
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ake the Hiſtory of it om Archbiſhop Sporſ- 
ood, Who relateth the matter and manner of it 
Shus : A Queſtion, ſaith he, was moved by Dottor 
\ndrews, Biſhop of Ely, tonching the Conſecration 
f the Scortiſh Biſhops, who as be faid, muſt firſt be 
$rdained Presbyters, as baving received no Ordina- 
10% by a Biſhop ; the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
Doltor Bancrofr, who was by, ſaid, That thereof 
here was 1:0 neceſſity ; ſeeing where Biſhops could not 
e bad, the Ordination of or by Presbyters, muſt be 
teemed lawful : This applauded to by the other Bi- 
hops, Ely acquieſc'd ; and at the day and place ap- 
wnted, the three Biſhops were conſecrated. A.Spotſ. 
iſt. Book 7, p-g14. Dr- Field in his Book of 
he Church, holds the Miniſters lawful Miniſters 
"Mn the Tranſmarine Churches, though ordained 
ithout Biſhops 3 and Dr. Thorndike, in his Trea- 
iſe relating to the Primitive Government of 
hurches, hath ſo much charity as not to un- 
nurch the Reformed Churches beyond the Seas, 
ho have no Biſhops, pag-202, The pious, lear- 
ned, and famous Mr, Gateker, never had any 
Epiſcopal Ordination, but was ordained by Dr. 
tern, Sufftagan of Colcheſter. The Religious 
and Renowned Arcibilhop #her, in his Redu» 
Etion ſer fortn by Dean Barnard, was of the 
Judgement, that the Chor-Eprſcopi, or Rural 
Deans, might lawfully Ordain: And this his 
Judgement was atteſted by Door Holſworth, 
'"Ryea and very probably too, by Biſhop Brownrig, 
and 
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2nd others of the Sub-Committee for Eccleſit 
Rical Afﬀairs, in the beginning of the Long Par 
liament. The Atteſtation is as followeth : 
are of the Fudgment that the form of Government 
here propoſed, #s not in any point repugnant to th 
Scripture, and that the Suſfragans mentioned 1u thi 
ſecond Propoſition, may lawfully uſe both the power] 
of Juriſdittion and Ordinatuon , according to th 
Word of God, and the Pratlice of the Ancienf© be 
Church. 

Oueſt. But what great matter is it what the 
Modern Biſhops or DoQors do or ſay in this Af 
fair? Is it not ſufficiently known that Aerim i 
reputed an Heretick for this Tenet, viz. Foy de 
ung a ſuperiority of Biſhops above Pre:byters ? And n 
was not Ordination by Presbyters condemned bt ©**/ 
a Councel of the Ancient Church ? 

Anſw. Azrrins is counted an Hererick fot 
other Opinions alſo, by Epiphanice, for whict 
our Brethren that Conform will acquit him of 
Herefie. And the Reverend, Learned, and Li 
borious Dr. Srtullingfleet hath given ſeveral Rex 
ſons why thoſe Ordinations might be lawfull 
made void by the Councel, in cafe they had beet 
performed by a Biſhop ; as becauſe in another Bi 
ſhops Diocelſs, becauſe ſine Titwlo, &c. 

Oueſt. If the Presbyrerians can be freed fro: 
Schiſm, yet what can be ſaid to clear them frot 
the fin of Sacriledge, either as Principals or A 
ceſſories? Did not the Aſſembly put out Anno 
nor 
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jong on the Bible in rhoſe times, and for fear 
f diſpleaſing their Maſters, never meddle with 
ondemning of Sacriledge ? 

Anſw, 1 anſwer: The Notes commonly called 
Yhe Aſſemblies Notes, came out before the Aſ- 
embly was convened, and was none of their 

\&t: And this istaken notice of, by ſome very 
tonſiderable Perſons in their Preface to the Rea- 
Retr before the Morning-Exercilſes, printed 1659, 

theſe words : We bave (not without ſome regret) 
ſerved that the Large Engliſh Annotations, 1n 
bich but ſome few onely of the late Aſſembly, toge 
ber with ſome others, had an hand, are generally 
cribed unto the whole Aſſembly, and uſually carry 

e Name of the Aſſemblies Annotations, 4s if done 

the joynt Advice of that Grave and Learned Con- 

»t10n, Yet further, as to the places mention- 
S inthe Debate, they were commented upon by 
e perſons here mentioned : That of Rom.2.22. 
& Dr. Featly, an Epiſcopal DoRtor, and a Reve- 
nd man, a great Sufferer for his Majeſty in the 
te times : That of Ezek. by Dr. Richardſon, Bi- 
op of Ardagh in Ireland, a perſon of great Lear- 
Bog and worth; and that in Geneſis by Mr. Lergh, 

. Who was Sub-Dezan of Chefter, As for the Aſ- 
mbly, when they ſat and acted as an Afﬀembly, 

Fen 1D thoſe days, they did dare to condemn 
#107 2nd Sacriledge both, as Sins againit the (e- 
nd Commandment; as you may read in the 
roer Catechiſm; and they cite thoſe two Scrip- 

tures 
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tur2s fot the proof thereof, Romans 2. 22. M, 


lachy 3.8. 
And as theſe were their Principles againſt the 
Alienation of Church-Means, ſo they made it 


their buſineſs to preſerve the Lands and Revej} C 
rues of the Church from Spoil and Rapineſ hum 
The Biſhops Temporalties were engaged fog that 
oreat Sums of Money before ever the Aſſembly A 
met, and I never heard that the Parliament advid of 1a 
fed with the Aſſembly about the ſale of hen fron 
Yet this is certain, that the Tythes belonging te have 
the Biſhops were kept unſold, and reſerved fad teſtc 
the Churches uſe ; and all the Dean and Chapy ence 
ters Lands left untouched, even by that Parlia{ Incc 
ment, which (if ever any) was the Presbyteriaj C 
Partiament, until their Members were ſcize{] to th 
on, ſecluded, impriſoned, and driven away bl A 
the Army. They were not Friends to the Hiel] time 
rarchy, it we believe Dr, Heylin in bis Cyp. Ang Tem 
who deſigned the buying in of all Impropriſp larly 
tions ; and if we credit Dr. Fuller, in fifty year 08 
they would have bonght themall in. And in aff} in Þ 
ter times, when great Attempts were made if Hat: 
| ell the Tythes and Glebe Lands, it was with] tet 
ſood 2zealouſly and eff:ually, for it was pref} _ Q 
vented, under God, chiefly by the means of tt imp 
Pcesbyterians, and their Friends in the City anſſ} the 1 
Country, To conclude, will you have Mr. K» 2108 
the Fore-man. of the Presbyterians, his Judgt ay” 


ment about Sactiledge :. For Fobn Knox, (as (ail 
Archbiſt 


| 15 

Archbiſhop S award) ” clear by bis Sermons 
and Writings ka extant, that be beld it a point of 
high Sacrilcdge to rob and ſpojl the Church of 
id Tythes. 

Queſt. Is it not very pride;ſelf-conceitedr.eſs, 
humour; peeviſhneſs, yea, and very obltinacyg 
that occalions their Non-conformity ? 

Anſw, Some of the Nonconformiſts of old; and 
4 of late, have offered to purge themlelves by Oath 
from ſo great Crimes in the Caſe, And others 
have in the Palpit in their Farewel Sermons pro= 
teſted the contrary; and that it was meer Conſci- 
ence of Duty, end fear of Sin, which caufed their 
Inconformity. 

Queſt. Ate the Noncenformiſts jultly compared 
& tothe Phariſes? (See Cont, p. 138.) 

Arnſw. No: The Phariſees in our Saviours 


Hieh time were great Zealots and Sticklers for the Ces 
Angſſ 1emonies of the Jewiſh Religion, and particu- 
pri larly for mens Traditions and Hutnane Inventi- 


ons ; were high Conformiſts themſelves, men 
in Power and Place in the Church, and great 
Haters and Perſecutors of the Nonconformiits of 
their times; 

Queſt, Can avy man that is not either very 
imple, or very ſcrupulous, queſtion any thing ir 
the publick Worſhip, in the Liturgy, or Ceremo- 
pies ? Is not the Liturgy ſo perfeR, that nothing 
can be added to it, or taken from it ? 

Auſw, It was not _ ſo; Time was, and 


thac 
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that but in the year 1644. when learned Mr. 
Chillingworth preaching before King Charles the 
Firſt at Reading, uſed theſe words : Ar what 
time ſorver a Sinner doth repent him of hus Sins from 
the bottom of his heart, I will put all bus wickgdneſs 
out of my remembrance, ſaith the Lord : ſaith thus : 
The plain truth (if you will bear it) i, The Lord 
hath not ſaid ſo ; theſe are not the very words of Ged, ſy... 
but the paraphraſe of men; and (by reaſon of the 
miſtake to which it ts ſubjeit) ] fear very often a 
pernicious paraphraſe. The Right Reverend the 
Bilhops have done very wel] to remove this flum- 
bling block at the beginning. of the Liturgy; O 
th:t they would 20 on to remove out of the Way 
every tiiirg that offends! That the Leflons out 
of the Apocrypha-Books might be either exchan- 
ved altozather for the Canonical Scripture, or at 
leaſt recuced to that ſmall number that was ap- 
pointed 1n the late Scottiſh Liturgy, where were 
appointed onely two Chapters out of the Apo- 
C:yp22, one our of Eccleſiaiticus, the orher out 
of ths Bouk of Wiſdom, That the new Tranſla- 
ticn of the Plalms might be read, as well as offf- 
te Epiltles and Goſpels : That the three Cere-£ 

m0on;2s, the Crots in Baptiſm, the Surplice, andy. 
Koceling at the: Sacrement, whether nocent of 
innccenti, 71ght be removed out cf this, as out 
of divers otter Reformed Churches, dy means © 
ine Biihops Meciation With his Majeſty and the 
Par!.:ament, ob that behalf, as was thought advi 
{abl 
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able by the Sub-Committee for Religion, 
hereof the Biſhop of Lincoln had the Chair, 
nd Biſhop Browzr:ig , Dr. Ho!ſworth , Biſhop 
Hacket, &c. were Members: Or at leaſt, thac 
he uſe of them might be fres, accoroing to hig 
[aj:(ties gracious Declaration about Ecclefialti- 
al Aﬀairs. I wiſh that of my Lord Verulam 
hight bz always ſounding in the Ears of the Fa- 
hers, and the Sons and Daughters of - the 
hurch, till they give car to1t, That & contenti- 
u retaining of Cuſtom, u 4 turbulent thing, as 
ell as Innovation, Methinks *cis 25 polhblc for 
mconformiſts and Conformiſts to be reconciled, 
s for the Church of Englaxd to bz reconciled 
ith Kome ; and yet that great learned Bithop 
rambal thought that not altogecher impoſlible : 
wppoſing (ſaith be) that ſomething from whence. 
ences euher given or taken, which (whe: ver r1ght 
wrong) do not weigh balf ſo much a4 thelUnuy of 
briſtians, were pur out of Drovine Offices, which 
onld not be refuſed, if animoſities were taken away. 
ramh. of Sch. p.289. To this, let me add that 
polden Srying of Mc, Hales, in his little piece 
f Schiſm : Prayer, Confeſſin, Thankſgroip , 
eading of Scripture, Admini(trai ion of Sacranevts 
the plaineſt and ſimpleſt manner , were matier 
mph to furniſh out a Lit «rgy ; though nothing ti- 

of private Opimon, or of Church Pomp, of 
Yerments, or preſcribed Geſtures, of Imagery, or 
Unſick,, of matter concerning the Dead, of many 
2 ſuper - 
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ſuperfliuuties which creep inco the Church ander thi; 
nam: of Order and Decency, did interpoſe ut ſelf. 

Oneſt. Is there any thing chat can reaſonably} 
or modefily be deſired to be amended or bettet 


ed in the managety of the Eccleſiaſtical Governdq,; 


ment or Diſcipline ? 

A»ſw. The Rubtick before the Comminatior 
in the Liturgy, ſuppoſes it deſuable, that the 
Primitive Diſcipline uſed in the beginning 
Lent, might be reſtored; when notorious Sin 
ners were put to opzn penance. [s nothing amiſs! 
(faith my Lord Bacon) Can any man defend the u| 
of Excommunication 4s a bare proceſs to lacquey 
and down for Duties and for Fees; ut beingt 
greateſt Judgement next unto the General at the lu 
day? Lord Bacon his Diſcourſe about Church-A 
fairs, p. 32. And might we not ſay, That | 
ſeems liable to exception, that Chancellors, ar 
Commiſlaries, avd Officials, perſons not in hol 
Ordeis, (hould have power of Excommunic 
tion? I have read indeed that the French Kir 
hath the power of Excommunication 5 but i 
may be conſidered that a Chriſtian King is mx! 
Perſona, & cnſtos utrinſque Tabule, and is Q.: 
Right, ſupreme Governour over all perſons, 
well Ecclefraltical as Civil. Beſides, it were 
be wiſhed in reaſon by the Biſhops themſelve 
that the Biſhops might not be control'd by thei 
Chancellors, and their Sentence and Order, « 
Judgment one day in Court, be reverſed or mat 

infgn! 
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infignificant by a contrary Order or Judgement 

of the Chancellor, the next. 

_ . Queſt. Bur what's the reaſon that now adayes 

beir 15 ſuch Alteration and Innovation in Wor- 

Ahip and Diſcipline deſired and laboured for ? 

. | Anſw. Divers things have along time, even 
Jall along more or leſs, been complained of, as 
Jerievous ; and the Removal of them have been 

; Frequelted from our Kings and Parliaments almoſt 

Fever fince the Reformation, Some of the Bi- 
Jſhops, and other men in great place,have felt the 

burden of ſome things required of them ; Biſhop 

Hooper would willingly bave been diipenced 

withal, as to ſome of the Epilcopal Habits, 

Dr. Sampſon, Dean of Chriſt-Church in Oxford, 

Iwas turned out of his place for Inconformity. 
Peter Martyr profefior, and a Canon of Chriſt. 

"UC b«rcb, could yet never be perſwaded to put on 

i Surplice all the time he was in Oxford. The 

Commons in Parliament, in the thirtieth year of 

JQueen Elizabeth, preſented a Petition to the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, for the Redreſs of 

ſixteco Grievances : The ſix firſt, ſaith the Hiſto- 

Yrian, were againſt inſufficient Miniſters : The ſe- 

venth, T hat no Oath or Subſcription might be ten= 

dered to any at the entrance into Miniſtry, but ſuch 

"Ns « expreſly preſcribed by the Statutes of thus 

Kealm,except the Oath againſt corrupt Entering. The 

Yeghth, That they may not be troubled for the omiſſion 

af ſonpe Rites or Portions preſeribed in the Bock, of 
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Commuon- Praver, The ninth, T hat they may not b 
called and rrged to anſwer before the Officials and 
Commuſſaries, but before the Biſhops themſelvg. 
Theteuth, That ſuch as bad been ſuſpended or de 

prived for no other offence, but onely for ni 
XF* ſubſcribnig, might be reſtored ; and that th 

Biſhops would forbear their Excommnnicatuon 
ex Ofhc10 mero, of God!y and Learned Preachers 
wot detetied for open offence of Life, or apparent Er 
ror in Dettrine. T be thirteemb, That the big 
Cenſure of Excommunication may not be denounced 
or executed for ſmall matters, nor by Chancellour: 


Commuſſaries, or Officials, but by the Biſhops the 


ſelves, with the aſuſtance of ſome grave Perſons, Di Lon 
Fall, Ch. Hiſt. Par 

Queſt, How can the Nonconformiſts reaſonably} ſho! 
expect any alterations and condeiceations now find 
for their ſakes? Did not they deny a tolerationf an ( 
ro the Epiſcopal Clergy but lately ? And did] Gol: 
not the Elder Brother, Presbytery, deny to beau and 
with tne Younger, Independency ? And were] per 
they nor very ſevere and ſtrict in puniſhing allſ Liv 
Diflenters from their way ? ;See Cont, p.124,1254 mai 

eAn(w, The Nonconformiſts of the Congregr any 
tional way were then, and ſtill are for Liberty off pzx 
Conſcience ; and the Presbyterians humbly move] Em 
for the like Favour and Liberty which others had} m2: 
in thoſe days, different as to Government from Co 
r1em in the like Circumſtances, They forbore or 


the impohng of unneceflary things, or ſuch thing 
45 
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as were doubtful, in and about the ſervice of 
d God, as terms and conditions of Communion 
4 with them, Beſides, they ſuffered many of the 
Epiſcopal perſwaſion Without ever taking the Co 
venant to epjoy places in Churches, Colledges, 
and Schools. And *tis notoriouſly known, Toat 


-ation Dr, Wild, afterward Biſhop #i/d, Dr. Ganning, 
chers4 and others, had numerous Meetings for Common 
t Er Prayer and Preaching, at London; and Dr. Hyde, 
bight Dr, Fell, and others, at Oxford, in thoſe cays. 
wncell As to the five poor men (as the Author calls the 
lourrf Apologiſts) they had liberty to preach, and en- 
bem joyed the fattelt and riche(t publick Lectures in 
. Di London, Give me leave to add too, that the 

Parliament by their Ordinance allowed the Bi- 
)ably ſhops 2007. per annam for their Lives; and I 
now find in the Life of Biſhop eAMorton, that he had 
[tion an Order to have 1000 1, out of the Treaſury at 
d did} Goldſmiths- Hall, with which he paid his Debts, 
beaff and purchaſed to himſelf an Annuity of 200 /. 
were] per annum Curing his Life, And a fifth part of 
o all} Liviogs, where the Miniſter was eje&ed, for 
1254 maintenance of Wife and Children : And ſcarce 
ea any manin thoſe days, that was able, ſober, and 
y off pzaceable, but might, if he had pleaſed, have 


Employment and a Livelyhood. The Parliz- 
mnt made no Act for Baniſhment of them from 
Corporations, forbad them not to teach Schools, 
or entertain Boarders in their Houſes, 1mp-oſc1 
no Oath on Womea that taught Schapl,to capici- 
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edge of divers of that way, who were commif- 
oned by him for the Review and Alteration of 
he Liturgy ; and his Majeſty is pleaſed to give 
hem a better Character in his Gracious Declara- 
ion about Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs. His Royal Ex- 
reſſfions are theſe ; We muſt for the bonour of all 
boſe of either Perſwaſion, with whom We bave con- 


ferred, Declare, That their Profeſſions and Deſires 


f true Piety and Godline(s, are the ſame ; their 
profeſcions of Zeal for the Peace of the Church, the 
ame ; of Aﬀettion and Duty to Us, the ſame: They 
| approve Epiſcopacy, they all approve a ſet Forng 
f Liturgy, and they diſprove and diſlike the Sin of 
Sacriledge and Alienation of the Revenues of the 
Church. And now bis Majefty hath ſo far teftifi- 
ed ſor them their, good Behaviour ; Hear them 
ſpeak for themſelves, and that when they were 
in Council tov. Ti the Duty of People ro pray 
ow Magiſtrates, to honour their Perſons, to pay 
them Tribute and other Dues, toobey their lawful 
Commands, to be ſabjeft to their Authority for Con 
cience-ſake. This they teach as DoRtors in Sy« 
nod in their Confeſſion of Faith, and this they 
would have other Teachers teach all others in 
their Larger Catechiſe, and in part by their own 
example, in the DireRoty for publick Worſhip, 
And as for their practiſe, I ſay, greater Loyalty 
than this hath no man, than that a man lay down 
his life for his Soveraign ; and yet ſuch were 
ſame of them ; (as Mr. Love and Mr, G1hbons.) 
Some 
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Some of them alſo had tryal of cruel Mockingg6ed + 
for their Loyalty ; ſome of them of Bonds an{K:»g: 
Impriſonments, of Sequeſtration and BaniſhJye/s, / 
ments. There are to be found among the preſtbem/ 
ſent Nonconformifts, who (ollicited Heaven andfrom: 1 
Earth with their Prayers and Tears,for the ſavindSower 
of the Life of his late Majeſty of Bleſſed MzmoJthat b, 
ry. And whercas there were threeſcore and threfbis 14 
unjult Judges that condemned his Majeſty, therfw, os 
were juſt as many Miniſters, all except two, ac{the th 
counted Presbyterians, who appeared with th{be/ceci 
hazard of their Livings and Liberties, (if nofcAfer 
alſo of their Lives) with Scriptnre-Reaſons, anthat c 
molt earneſt Entreaties, to diſſwade men fromſe good 
and to declare againſt, (o horrid a wickedneſs nghte 
Which very thing Was the occafion that afterwatYforbes 
ſome of them were driven from their Houſewmwnd 
others impriſoned, ſequeſtred, anfſof Go, 
Mr,H. Dr. threatned to be hanged. Thaſef you 
W. Mr.A. thele perſons were real,cordial, an@which 
conſcientious too, (and that of thfJowr x4 
Oaths they had taken to his Majeſty) you may iq my to 
charity judge, if you take a taſte of one of thoſYewr Gy 
Papers to the General, and the General Counflakll, ; 
cil of War, Preſented and Printed during hig} jou 3» 
M:j:Ries Tryal. In it they declare againſt a and 
Proceedings againſt hu Majefties Crown and Lift and th 
upon grounds of Conſcience and Prudence : Whidl] bound;, 
when they had laid down, &c, they conclude firutt:, 
ſaying, {t was the Conſcience of the many Oaths riſe up 
G 
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cinggGed 3 which you, we, and the generality of the 
an{Kingdom 1ndiſpen/ibly fland bownd before God, An- 
viſhBoels, and Men; which made them thus to declare 
themſelves. That we defire to waſh our hands, as 
om the Blood of all men, ſs eſpecially of our Dread 
ingSoveraign ; and to approve our ſelves innocent of all 
that blood and miſery, the Depoſing and taking away 
hredbiss Majefties Life, will in our apprehenſion involve 
here, our Pofterity, and all men profeſſing Godlineſs in 
the three Kingdoms, We do therefere from our Soul 
beſeech and importune you and every one of you, as 
Men, Gentlemen, and Chriftian Souldiers, by all 
Jthat can be dear to grod men, as you deſire to render 
omJe good account of your attions at the great day, tothe 
nghteons Jud ge of Heaven and Earth, That you will 
orbear doing ought in the Premiſes, which may 
wound the Conſcience, or pierce the Hearts of any 
of Gods People, (who are all alike with you, or any 
of you, precious to him as the Apple of bus Eye) 
Jwbich may rend and tear the Bowels of this your and 
our native Countreys ; and occaſion the common Ent- 
ih m7 to blaſpheme the Majeſty, Truth, and Cauſe of 
our God » Ard further to contribute the utmeſt 
thill, Fudy, and endeavours of you, and every of 
if you 312 your proper places (and the great Connſellor 
and mighty GO D dirett you all) 10 remove ours 
and the Kingdoms fears, to remedy the preſent 4- 
ic bounding Diſtempers, ard preſent ard untwerſal De- 
udell flrultion : That we and the Generations to come, may 
hrqgriſe up and call you Bleſſed ; and ſo eminext a preſer- 
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vation of the Kingdow in ſuch an extremity, may bf rot 
bad in everlaſting Remembrance, $10 

And as for their Loyalty to our moſt Graciou A 
Soveraign that now is, (and long, and long mayf**"! 
God continue Him, and bleſs Him with all theſ8Y» 
Bleſſings of Heaven and Earth, both in bis Per iple 
ſon and Government ! ) the Presbyterians haveÞ* 
eiven 200d Proof thereof : Mr. Cawten prayed forſ”*Y* 
his MajzRy,with bis Royal Titles,in publick; and for t] 
for his ſo doing, Was accuſed and arraigned of Leal 
High-Treaſon. Others of them in private Hou. '%7 
ſes prayed for him, would not own the Govern- 
ment that then uſurped over us, nor keep their 
Days of Thankſgiving for the Victory at Danbarſ 
or Worceſter, nor publiſh their Declarations a 
gainlt his Majeſty or Sir George Booth, and thoſe 
that endeavoured his Reſtauration ; yea, there 
are to be found amongſt the preſent Nonconform- 
ing-Miniſters, who had like to have been hang'd 
for engaging with Sit George Booth, and hardly 
eſcaped with their Lives then, who have fince [loſt 
their Livings : Yea, ſo zealous were the Presby- 
terian Miniſters for his Majeſlties Reſtauration, 
that the chief Quarrel in reaſon of the high Hie- 
rarchiſts againſt them, ſhould have been no other 
than that of the men of 7ſraer/ againſt the men of bh 
Fudab, Becauſe they were the firſt in bringing the} "© 
King back. cauſ 

Oueſt. Can any man believe that the High} 29» 
Contormiſts wete not the great Doers and Suffe, 

Its 
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trers both,for his Majeſty, and that meerly out of 
Principles of Conſcience ? 

Anſw. 1 acknowledge there were divers a+ 
moneſt the Biſhops and the Conforming-Cler- 
1 theſ8y, that did both do and ſuffer really our of prin- 

iples of Conſcience ; yet that their own Inte- 
jeſt had ſome conſiderable influence into the 
d forfoyalty of many of them, may be ſuſpected ; 
- andf9r that they ſeem to expreſs more and greater 
d off-cal againſt the Prerbyterians, who yet endea- 
Jou.jyoured to ſave the King's Life, than againſt the 
ern} {#egicides themſelves that put him todeath ; and 
theiry ore frequently and more fiercely every where 
nb x cDarge, arraign, and condemn the Covenant, than 
s a ihe Engagement ; asif they judged it was a mote 
hoſe #Ppardonable crime to endeavour to extirpate 
here ?relacy, than actually to take away King and 
rm[} Houſe of Lords 4 more heinous to divelt a Pre- 
no'4] («te of bis Pontificalibus, than to cut off the Head 
roly of the Lords Anointed. This may poſhbly occa- 
loft} 100 many ſober perſons to query, If the Tables 
by. had been turn'd, and that his Majeſty bad been 
jon, for the extirpation of Prelacy, and the removal 
Hi; *f Liturgy and Ceremonies, and the Parliament 
ther {97 the continuance and upholding of them,whe« 
n off] 'her many that were very bot, would not have 
the Þe<n lukewarm, if not key-cold in his Majelties 
| cauſe > I conclude the Anſwer to this Queſti- 
igh | 99» when I have laid down this great Truth 
Fe. That the Mitre is more beholden to the Crown, 
_ than 
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than the Crown to the Miter ; and that it was hi 
Majzliy that reſtored the Biſhops, and not the 
Biſhops which reftored his Majeity. | 

Queſt, Is not this then a true Maxim in Poli- 
Cy, That Monarchy t greatly ſupported by Prelacy; 
and that the greateſt Hettors for Wniformity ſerve 
hu Majefties Intereſt and Government maſt and 
beſt ? 
SM The Lord Falk/ard (either then or af 
while after Secretary of State ) ſaid in Parlia- 
ment of ſome ſtirring and leading Prelates bz-F 
fore the War, as followeth 5 A little ſearch wil 
find them to have been the deftiruttion of Unity under 
pretence of miformity : to have brought in Super-ff 
ſtition and Scandal, under titles of Reverence and 
Decency, &c: In which they have abuſed bis Ma- 
jeſt as wall as bis People. Heyl. Cyp. Ang. p. 
: OzefF. But if it be granted tnat the Precby- 


tersans have any Loyalty to his Majeſty, have 


they allo any love to the peace of the Church, 
and to Diflenters from their Government 2 Do 
they not implacably hate the Epsſcopal Clergy, 
and ſtand ureconciliable to all Unitormity and 
Liturgy ? 

Anſw, In the Presbyterians Addreſs to his Ma- 
jeſty they aſſert the /awfu/veſs of Epiſcopacy, and 
of a Liturgy, The mention of the names of ma- 
ny Biſhops both in the beginning of Reformati- 
on, and of later times, are precious to _ 

like 
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- Fike an Oyntment poured forth ; the memory of 
Fhem is and ſhall be in Benedi&one : And there 
ave been never any ſo bad fince, as to make ſ0- 
- er perſons to condemn all, There are (till of 
ſhe Hierarchy men of that piety, learning, tem- 
erance, Meekneſs and moderation, that we de- 
pair not (if ſome Bowtefequ's and Incendiaties 
ould ceaſe blowing the coals ) might be the 
lappy Inflruments to quench the Fire, and be 
ike the good Shepherds, who bring home their 
Sheep when gone aliray, in their very boſoms, 
id with their Benediftions, There are alſo 2- 
on2t Diflenters many ſons of peace, who love 
ot to fiſh in troubled waters, or to blow the 
oals; great friends to Unity, Peace and Order, 
ndno enemies to Biſhops ; who either keep no 
rivate-Meetings, or therein diſilwade not the 
ople from frequenting the Publick-Aficmblies, 
r hearing their Miniſters or Liturgy, 

| Queſt. Have not they that took the Covenant 
bjured all Epiſcopacy ? 

Anſw. It was declared in the Aſſembly before 
he Covenant Was taken, that the Covenant did 
4 Þot bind againſt a Primitive-Epiſcopacy ; and 
tthe time of taking the Covenant, this was 
_ Frequently declared in private conference, and 
ome did it from the Preſs and Pulpit. How- 
ver, the Covenant obliges men, to a& only in 
beir places and callin9+-. 2nd {o far as lawfully 
ley may 3 it doth 22: {men to be ſeditious 

in 
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1n the State, or cehiſmarical in the Chutch, 
dring about any alteration or reformation of 
vernmetit : We are far from thinking (ſay tt 
Presbyterians \n their Paper of Propolals to h 
Majeſty, ſpeaking of the Covetiant) that it ebb) 
geth us to any evil, of to go beyond our places adlfi 
callings to do good, mach lefs toreſfift Authority, 1 
which :t doth oblige m8,(p.13.) We onght not to w 
violent turmultuons, ſeditionsor any unlawful mea 
to bring about a Reformation. Notwithſtanding t 
Covenant, we acknowledge it belongs to bis Majeſt 
with the advice of the Parliament, to ſettle and 


gulate the Charch-Government, And it may b@D: 


remembred, that Presbyterian Parliament vote 
his Majeſties Conceſſions a ground of Peace, 
though he never conſented to the extirpation « 
Epiſcopal-Government. 

Queft. Were the Prezbyterians bound by tt 
Covenant to diveſt his Majeſty of his ſupremacyfſ 
ih Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs ? See Dehace, pag, 161 
4+ Ed. 

Anſw, An Oath for confirmation ought to! 
an end of all tirife., They have ſince genera 


taken the Oaths of Supremacy and Allcagiancefithe 


not above fix (that I hear of ) refuſed it in 
Scotland. And on the other fade, *ris not 
known to ſome, that a very learned and get 
Clerk, a Dignitaty of this Church, of no (a 
note, was hardly perſwaded to take down thi 
bitter Pill (according to his guſt) —_ it , 
ou 


_ 88] | 

able gilt with a Prev=od af 200 /. per avnam, 
His Majefties Commillioner prefides 10 the Ge- 
neral Aflembly of the Church of Scotland. They 
inillingly and beartily give anto the Kings Mas» 
lSjelty the chief Goveromear of all Ettares of this 
R:aln, whether they be Ecclefialt:cal or Civil, 
as Covenant binding men to reform according 
6 the Word of God, could not reaſonably of 
aFcharitably be conttcued ro take away that Prero« 
ative Which we ſee to have been given always 
o godly Princes in koly Scriptures, by God him. 
elf: 4. e: That they (hould rule all Eftaces and 
D:grees committed to theit charge by God, 
zecher they be Ecclefiaftical or Temparal, and 
ftirain wi:h the Civil Sward the iubborn and 
il Daers. Yea, they are (o far from watlting 
vi clipping this his Mjeſties Royal Prerogative 
har they Would not be offended; if the S:acute 
of King Edward the Sixth, was again revived, 
ereby all Cications in the Courts Spiritual; 
hould 1flue out in the Kings Name, and be ſea- 
:d with his Seal, And if it ſhould once pleaſe 
bis Majelty, it would not diſpleaſe them (no, 
Sthowgh they themſelves were admitted into the 
wich) tohave a Vicar General in Spirituals- 


Queſt. Are the high Sons of the Church ad- 

iced ſa many degrees as is pretended above 

ie poot Noxconformfts in their Charity > See 
Debate, p,20. Ed.x, 

Aſt W, 


- 


I; 
Anſa. There is juſt cauſe to fear that among 
them, ſome there are, who have a greater Cnati 


ty for the Church of Rome, thanfor the Prezbyt | 


rians ; that is, for them that differ from the 
Church of England in Subſtantials, in DoQrin 
Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Government ; the 
for them who differ from them onely or chiefly i 
Circumſtantials, in leſſer and lighter matter 
not of the Foundation of Religion, but belong 
ing onely to the Superſtruure z or if you plea; 


at beſt to the adorning of it. For my own patt 


(and for all the Noncooforming-Minilters) Ff_ ; 


may ſay, for ought I knoiv, That we would ſoc 


ner give the Right Hand of Fellowſhip to thef” 


higheſt and moſt rigid Father or Son of the 
Church of England, than joyn hands with Rome 


That ſome of our Brethren of rhe other 6de have 


pot a heart ſo inlarged with Charity to all men 


and particularly to Diſſenters, as 15 pretended 


and boaſted, may be evinced by the Treatiſe uns 
der conſideration; which may ſeem to be defigr 


ne 


F$+ 


ed to render their Brethren, and Miniſters of ib; 


Goſpel roo, ridiculous, if not odious. I hear 


no mean man ſay, That the defign was, Toput. 4 


the Beaſts Skin upon us, and then to cry, He-lo! 


Ha-loo! 1 muſt needs confeſs, it appears to me.” 
atleaſt very uncivil, if not uncharitable alſo, to. 


20 about to pluck off the Healing and Soveraign 


Playſtzr, which his Majefties Royal Hands, withF. 


the Advice of his Parliament (a whole Colledgt 


5 


| 
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. yof Phyfitians) in ah A& of Indethprity had 
laid on the bleeding Wounds which the late 
{War had made amongſt us: I might add alſo, 
- , {tbat there are ſome paſlages ſo full of Lightneſs 
Jand Drollery, that they might berrex become 
. Jlone Ecclefiaftical Hudibrasz ot a Ben-Jobnſon; & 
Doctor of the Stage, than a Rabbz, or a grave 
J>tor of the Church- 

Queft: Are men of the high Prelacy, or high 
and rigid Sons of the Church, men of the bighett 
Gorm 10 Religion, and of a more perfeR,ſerious 

.od (olid Godlineſs, than the poor filly ſcrupy-* 
ous 1 - penn (See Debait, 
J 255+ 

Anſw, Tis very ſtrange if Preferment, if 

Treat places of Power and Profit ſhould indeed 
ike men more truly and ſeriouſly godly, and 
\uticularly ſhould by an Anmtiperiſiaſis produce 
Fe great work of Self-denyal, Mortification, 
86+ We will not at preſent compare Gedlineſs ; 
dat this T think, That 'tis no demonſtration of & 
\Pigher degree of Godlineſs to jeer at Godlineſs, 
" Fdough in « Diſſenter, and accompanied with 

Mme Weakneſſes and imperfeRions, to make the 

{oor to the Theatre and Stage ſo wide, and to 
be Church and Pulpir ſo firait and narrow : Cer- 
inly the true right perfeRt godly man, is nei- 

ber your Noneonformi#t godly man, nor Confor- 
af, © deſcribed in the Debate ; but made 
";#pof both put together : whoſe Charater we 
D 2 have 
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have in 1great meaſure in the 165th page of the 
Treatiſe, in my opinion the belt page in tt 
Book : Where the Power of Godlineſs is 
forth after this manner : 
A truly godly man, ( who hath not only a nan 
tolive,& is dead; who is a Jeiv not only outward 
ly in the fleſh, but inwaraly in the Spirit 5 whine 
hath not only the Form, but the Power of Godlii@, 
neſs in him) & ſuch « one 4s denies bimſelf for Gul 
and bis ne:gbboxr;that [ets not bus beart upon getting 
Riches, and ts humble and modeſt ; that reverence 
his Governours, and ſtudies in word and deed to 
ſerve their Anthority, that bumours bis Parent 
though not of their Opinion, or perbaps ungodly 
that us ſenſible of Benefits, and grateful to Be 
fattors ; that ſludies Purity and Chaſtity ; that 
hind and tenderly affefied tro bis Relations ; t 
keeps bus Faith, and performs his Promiſes, thong 
ro bis own damage; that ts eaſily reconciled, if 
have been groſly injured ;, that ſpeaks well (if be caſhe 
of bis Nerghbour, and ts not ready to believe et 
Story of them ; that endeavours to preſerve an 
temper ; that commands hu Paſſions ; that # ſit 
and uniform in bis Attions ; that is meck and ſu 
mſſive, peaceable and humble; that loves V, 
wh Te-ever he ſees it, and doth not deſpiſe or reproadl, 
it under the name of meer Morality ; that is faithſ$ycro 
10 bis truſt, ſober, adviſed, and conſiderate in bu wh,4 ©; 
dertakings ; that bath no opinion of humſelf, Cy, 
lo; 65 God above all things; that chuſeth rather Churc 
ker 


*. 


Be 4 bowe, and mind bus own Concernments, than 
Why be proing into the ſecrets of bu Nevghbours bonſe ; 
| « no other deſign npon any, eu ber man or wa« 
, than to make + good, and further their in= 
aſe in true Wiſdom, 
Wl. Queft. Arc not the Presbytetians, Change= 
ines, men of very limber Conſciences, who in- 
tad of being call'd Txrn-onts, may better be 
Qall'd Twrn-coats? Ste Cont. p. 29, 
8 Auſw, One would think in-reaſon, that thoſe 
are charged to be (o rigid, ſcrupulous, ſuper- 
fitious, tenacious of their owh Opinions, obſtt- 
te in their own Way,ſhould not eafily turn with 
ty wind. Among| the Miniſters, *cis true, 
here bave been Willows, as-well as Oaks; a- 
neſt our Parſons, we have had fome Vicars of 
Wre/a, who have turned in their Pulpits;as well 
$'the Weathercock on their Steeples.- Some 
iviſters indeed would not turn, and for that 
taſon are turn'd out, Confident I am, that 
e greateſt number of them that were Sufferers 
refuſing the Engegement, and non-comply- 
ein the late times, were of thoſe that; are or 
ave been Suffzrers ſince for Non-confote. 
| ty, 
T0.» Ozeft. Are not the Nonconformifis men of 
1OSurrow Souls, and of a narrow Charity, copfi- 
ined toa Party, Within a few private Walls or 
Conventicles ; whereas the high Sons of the 
berFChurch theis Charity is as large a8 theit Chur- 
& D 3 ches, 


| 
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Thes, even 28 their 2 runonaL 1s of 
. - Haſw. Sure [am ibeir Charity is not ſo largyiill as 
#9 St, Paw!'s, Reming. There was before thifo it 
Warsa Lady (#s-1-have heard from Perſons dfjounc 
Quality) not very many years fince, wrote wha 
the Bdhop of Lixco/r on the behalf of a Nor 
conformitt' that was in trouble for ſome ſal 
Omitlion or Inconformigy : To whom the Bi 
ſhop replied,. If the Perſon your Ladiſhip wrot f, 
had been a Drunkard or a Whoremonger, 1 c 
have ſhewed bim favour ; but in this caſe, me 
at all, It is marvellous to think, bur (o it is, th 
Church-Charity ſhould not be ſo large as Civi 
The Membersof the Long Parliament, who toc 
the Covenant, and 1mpos'd it upon others, 
quietly in This, without having that impoſed « 
zbem, the refuſal whereof, might occahon the 
Eje&ment out of the Houſe. The Nobles 
others about the Court, that were divided in 
the late Wars, are ſodered again, love'one anc 
ther, and (which is « good and pleaſant thing) 
pogethey 4n Unity, The Lawyers in the /»n 
Court, unite, cement, and plead together 3 « 
not, for the old Quarrel, turn one another oval 
the Bar, ot out of Doors, The Knights and 
Gentlemen in the Countrey, that fought on ſt- 
yer«l fides, are reconciled, and a&t together ut 
one man for the good of his Majeſty and his King 
domg, notwithſtanding what paſſed in the late 
differences. Onely the Minifters and a 
ots 
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A L of the Goſpel of od who ſay and do nor, 
ſo largill as yer have no peace, clapping their Wings 
dre tho ir and beat up their Mertal, and crowing to 
ſons found an Alarm to a Paper Combate. This is a 
rote flamentationg,and ought to be for a Lamentation. 
| NonWPuder boc opprobria nabss, &c. 
» ſaallf Queſt. It the Nonconformifis are (0 charitable, 
ſowilling co forgive what is palt, and to receive 
difſenters into their own Boſoms, or to come 
themſelves into the Boſom of their Mother a- 
gain, (though ſhe may poſſibly be charged to have 
wſthraft them out of doors, becauſe they have 
if narrow Throats, and could not ſwallow a Pom- 
i pion inftead of a Maſtick Pill, or a Hedghog in 
ſtead of an Oyſter) what's the Realon then that 
of old in their publick Churches, and now-a-days 
of wcheir private Conveaticles, they uſe not the 
Lords Prayer > Was it not becauſe of that Peti- 
tion, Forgive # our Treſpaſſes as we forgive them 
that treſpaſs againſt ws ? Debate, p.95. 1 Ed. 
-+ Anſw. There were thoſe who are now Nou- 
xs iff towformiſts, that in former times uſed it conſtaot« 
; ; and ſore who wrot Apologies forit: And 
oval divers Miniſters now-a-days who do keep private 
and} Meetings, do ſtill uſe the Lords Prayer in their 
| ſe-Y private Congregations. 
ru 
ng- 
ate 


| 
. 
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Queſt. Can they be thought charitable, eſpe- 
cially ro Difſenters, that cry out of the Pope as 
Antichriſt, and the Popith Religion as Antichii- 


ſian ? 
D 4 Anſws, 


[49] 

Avnſa, King James ealled the Pope Antichrii 
in his Writings. The Homilies call him ſo, H 
Tow.1. p.17. Edit. , andagain p. 38. & p.70, 
Yea, the publick Prayers for the gth of Novem, 
before Archbiſhop Laud's time, ſaid ot the Ry 
maniits, that their Faith was Faitzev, and thau 
Religion Rebellion, 

Queſt, Have the Nonconſormiſts nothing 
mencous 2gainft rhe Common-Prayer and 
monies, but only to cry out, that it was taken ol 
of the Maſs. Bork, and that they are Reliques 
Rome, and Popiſh Superſtitions 3 Deb.p. 97.cd.1, 

Anſw. 1 do know '(carce one intelligent Nops 
conformit who refuſes: to uſe the Liturgy, upon 
this account, only,or chiefly, becauſe taken out 
of the Maisg-Rook. My Gold is not therefonf of 
ſtraight bzcome droſs, þecuule {tolen out of my 
Cheſt, and found ip the houſe of a Thief ; whe 
'tis legally reftored to we again, what is it the 
worſe? The Cammon-Prayer is older than ile 
Maſs, as we uſually take theword Maſs noms 
dayes : but the Maſs, by the corruption of the 
Times, getting by degrees inſenGibly, by ligdeh i 
and little, into the Liturgy, the Reformers find 
ing things ſo, owned and adhered ro the Liturgy 
8s good Gold, bur rejeted the Maſs ag very 
Droſs and Tin, Yet foraſmuch as we canrot 
win the Papsſts to joyn with us in our Liturgy, 
: 8 they did the firſt ten or eleven years of Q, 
E/1z.aveth ; and that ſome of our own Church 

are 


I 

FJ are ready t6 run wvay and ſeparate from us, pre. 
tending we comply too much with Rowe, in ſome 
df our Forms or Ceremonies 1 If it ſhould pleaſe 
{ bis moſt excellent Majeity and the Parliament, 


1 w cauſe the Liturgy to be reviſed, and ſome 


q yrenter Alterations to be made for the better, 
than was of late ; it (hould not offend, but ra» 

4 ther much rejoyce the Presbyterians, I have 
64 1eed that the Archbiſhop of Armagh declared 
dis Judgment, when time was, agaivt the intro- 
ducing of the Engliſh Ceremonies into the 
4 Church of Ireland. And I have been told that the 
Right Reverend the Biſhop of Hereford that now 
is, upogs another occaſion, expreſſed his Opinion 
to be, That the fwrthber off we keep from the Church 
if Rome,the better. I might add this alſo (which 
hed from a credible perſon preſently after it 
was ſpoken) That the late Archbiſhop of Canter= 
bury was very Willing to have had, though 
Liturgy, yet one that might not be ſo much diſ- 
pleating, or difſatisfaory, as this was to many» 
I confeſs there are ſome well-meaning people 
who forbear to uſe the names of Alter, Priefh, 
Chriſtmas, cc. or to call Feitival dayes (Where- 
in the Church of Erg/axd commemorates the 
faints, and bleſſeth God for their example ) by 
the names of thoſe Saints dayes ; yet they are not 
alrogether withour all excuſe in this their Scru- 
pulokty , if we confider what a bad uſe they of 
the Church of Rowe make of our keepipg and 
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continuing old words ; Let ws keep our forndibe A 
fathers words ( (ay the Annotations on the Kbedhnagi 
wiſt Teſtament, on 1 Tim. chap, 6.) — and minay | 
ſhall eaſily keep our old and true Faith we bad ehhrak 
the firit Chriſtians; Let them ſay Amumdme ( 
Abſtinence, the Lords Supper, the C exe{ Tim: 
Table, Elders, Miniſters, Superintendents, Cen(hou! 

egation, ſo be it. — Let wa keep the old term, rmbe 
—_ Faſting, Prieſt, Charity, Biſhop, CMaſy[they 
Mattins, Even-ſong, the bleſſed Sacrament, Al yd, 
tar, Oblation, Hoſt, Sacrifice, Alleluja, Amen, Lent,h one | 
Palmſunday, Chriſtmſ,&>c. and the very words wild 1 
bring us to the faith of onr firit Apoſiles, and con} \eſy 1 
demn theſe new Apoſtates, their new faith and pbraÞ| had 
ſes. If we conſider further what is reported offi fox 
Biſhop Bonner, namely, that .when he ſaw the 
Reformation, and how many of their Ceremonies 
were retained, being asked what he thought of 
it ? If they like (ſaid he) totaſt of our Broth 
well, they will eat of our Beef ſhortly. I date (ay fi fl 
the Church ſince the Reformation never inten» | $aiz 
ded any adoration of the Bread by our kneeling | Chu 
in the a& of receiving, and yer Biſhop Half Col 
ſaith thus; 1 bad a dangerous conflilt with a Sor« | rate 
bonift,, who took occaſion by our kneeling at the ve+ 
ceipt of the Euchariſt, to perſwade all the company 
of our acknowledgment of a tranſubſtart;ation. It 
mult bz confeſt turther, that, amongſt well-mean- 
ing people, ſome there are (though ſcarce any 
among the Miniſtry ) who ſcruple the _—_— 
[26 
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forequbs Apofites and other Saints, whether real ot 
* Kbeeknaginary,by the name of Saints ; and their ples 
»d minay be, they cannot ſee any ſufficient 
bad effhcaion ( ſetting afide the Authority of Debate, 
we Governors and the Cuſtom of the pag.64, 
erfTimes and Places we live in) why we 6x. 
Cemfſhould ſay St. Matthew and Sr. Andrew, 
Fra, [ntber than St. Moſes and St. eAaren; and why 
MaſiIthey ſhould call Davida Biſhop in Wales, St.Da- 
» Abd, rather than K. Devid King in-Fersſalcww, the 
Lenty} one being truly a Saint and the Lords Anvinted, 
5 wil and the other canonized by the Pope, Yet doubt- 
| conf ef there are none ſo ſcrupulous among us but 
bref bad as leave ſay St. Michael as St. George, Ag 
ed of fox the Nonconformiſts-Minifters, it was the 
' the practice of Dr.Thowas Geodwin (a3 I am inform- 
nies f ed) andbwas all along the late timeys to ſay ſuch 
it of } 2Chaptet, or ſuch a Vetſe of Se. Matthew, Sr. 
6 of Mok, St.Penl.crc. That 'cis not alway ne- 
(ay } ceflary to: mention the Apoliles with the title of 
tele} Seine, 'for fear of fin in the Judgement of our 
lis} Church,-may bence be concluded, that in all the 
Halfj Colle&s for the dayes ſet apart to. commemo- 
Sore f rate the Holy Apobles in, there are but two 
rt | wherein they are filed Saints, 
pas) Queft; Do the Nonconformiſts hold 
It F it urrerly unlawful to keep dayes inre- Deb, 

an- Þ membrance of what the holy Apoftles, p. 73. 
a0y F and other Siivts have done or ſuffered? 1,E4d, 
2nd had they much rather keep a day of 

Thank(- 


the 
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Thankſgiving for O. C, his defeating his Majeſty 
at Worceſter, than for Michael the Archangel big®* 
victory over the Devil and bis Angels ? | 

Anſw. Some think it impoſſible for 8 man;# 
without ſpecial warrant from God, to fanctifief®* 
any day,or make it holyin a firit ſenſe; thatis,P* 
ſo that the ſervice performed unto God uponf”” 
that day ſhould be more acceptable than'on any 
other. Some think the abuſes of thoſe Feſtival 
dayes are ſo great, common and cuſtomary, that: 
if bis Majeſty and the Parliament ſaw good, it 
would be better and more eafie, to abolith the |® 
Obſervation of them, than to take away the A+ 
bufes, which they think cleaves to them like the |” 
Leprofiz in the wall of the trouſe. That theſe en 
Feaſis were of Apoſtolical inſtitution, or-obſer« 
ved by the Apoſtles, any except Eafter, is not ſ0 
much as pretehded unto that I read of; Hoſfpinian | © 
hath told us the Original of them, tobe of x 


much later date: And ag for the obſervation of: ob 
Eefter it ſelf, Mr. Hales ig of opinion that-it was. | 
an Error to hold it neceflary to obſerve. ſuch x i 
Feaſt ; and the Controverſfie about the Time th 
(which ſet all the World-in « Combuſtion ; 2nd || ® 
were it not that both ſides pretended || © 
Halesof Conſcience in the caſe,he thinks them 
Schiſm, all guilty of Schiſm) he ſaith was 4 N 
p.5- Matter moſt unneceſſary and vaine, || ® 
The old Nonconforming Miniſters did 8 


uſe to take the opportunity of thoſe dayes to 


: [45] | 
xeach in to the people. Some Reformed Chur- 
,<Shcs have no Saints dayes, but only keep ſome 
dayes Holy in remembrance of our Saviour, 
relating to the bleſſed Trinity : So as I take 
doth the Church of Scotl/axd even at this day. 
2 my own part I think the Church of England 
well juſtified by Mr. Perkins from Superſtition 
in her obſervance of the Feſtival dayes ſhe ob» 
eftivaj{{61ves- I can afſure you there are that can ob. 
{ſerve a day to give thanks for the viRoty of Mi 
. Icþael over the Devil, which neither did, nor 
h the (<2v1d, nor would keep a day to give thanks for 
the A, [1be victory of O. C. over the King at Porceſter, 
ke the $1 9f Lambert over Sir George Booth in Cheſhire. 

theſe | 59 for occaſional dayes of Faſting and Humilie- 
obſer. {| 1190, they have not been ſo much ſcrupled in the 
World by ſober men, nor may be (o liable-to ex- 
ception or abuſe, as the fated Falts and Feaſts 
of a | ay ; and I think uſually they are more firictly 
on of | obſerved. As for the Nonconformiſts private 
t was | fayes which the Author of the Debate ſpeaks of, 


ich gf #F they keep them no better (thoſe that do keep 
Time | them) than many, if not moſt do, the ordinary 
. 2nd ſtated Faſts and Feaſts, I think they may do 


aded. | very Whit as well to lay them aſide. 
Qneft, Next to Holy-dayes, what do the 


th 

. . Nonconforming-Mioiſters think of the Sarplice, 
ine, | 2d the reſt, commonly called Holy Garments z 
«did | 18 it not 4 ſuperſtitious and a very ſuperfluoug 


zeal Which boyls over 10 againſt theſe things ? 
Anſw, 


[46] | 

Anſw, Sotne 1 confels.ate offended at the Su 
plice, becauſe abuſed in the times of Popery 
ſuperſtition z and conceive pofſibly, that becauſ 
Queen Elizabeth's InjunQions or Articles (ay 
that the gray Amice ſhall not be (ed, becauſe it bath 
been ſo abuſed to Superſtition ; that there is the liki 7. - 
equity for the ditule of the Surplice. Then ny 
was a Learned, and Pious Perſon, once ſaid, 
He had of &n worn the Surplice , but be thought bi 
ſheuld rather be hang'd than wear it again, Fo 
my own patt, I ſhould be loth to be a Martyr fo ngkat 
or againſt the Surplice ; being commanded to be}... 
uſed by the Church, not as having any holineſs black 
in it, but onely as a decent Garment : Yea, IN, - 
ſhould be loth to be kept out of the Church of A 
Pulpit by Suilling. The truth is, the Surplice is _e 
little beholding to thoſe Doors, that are the vote 
Champions for its uſe, when they tell us thatitY, 
may teach us purity and holineſs , wherewith 
we are to becloathed: And may it not as Well 
mind usof the leprofie of fin whereivith we come 
into the World Lepers as white as Snow ? Ot 
when they cell us that the Saints that follow the 
Lamb in the Revelations, were all cloathed with 
long White Robes ; for by this reaſon all the Peo- 
ple, men and women, as well as the Miniſter, 
ſhould wear Surplices ; and this too would make 
more for Uniformity. 

Whereas *tis ſaid, That there is at muchto bi, 
ſad for a Miniſters nearing a Sarplice, at for Wu, 
wearing 


at his 
and e 
to hol 


waring 4 white Cap; and that there is no more vt. 
"Yor for any to be offnded to ſet @ Miniſter wear 4 
black Hood, or a Surplice, than to ſee bimmear 4 
white Cap nuder a black; | 
It may be anſwered, That the Surplice is & 
Gurment commanded to be worn by the Minie 
ſter in Chapel or Church, and for the time of 
bis Adminiſtration onely : The Cap is ad libitum, 
at his choice, and worn at all times, and places, 
and employments alike ; and not appropriated 
to holy perſons ot holy ſervices ; and what more 
reaſon why any man ſhould be offended to ſee & 
white Cap undet a black, than to ſee a little 
black Jack tipp'd with Silver? As for the Bi. 
ps Laws Sleeves, (whatever the Judge ſaid) 

- Ul hope they ſhall not choak me. The Coſſock, was 
a Garment for a Souldier, aud may well enough 
become thoſe of the Spiritual Militia, The Cir- 
Ingle, as "tis call'd, is not for us Nonconformuſtsy 
deing turn'd out to Graſs : Yet I would much 
ther chuſe to have it about my Middle, than my 
Neck; and to wear a Girdle, than to went a Bleſs 
UID 
But now ſeriouſly to addreſs my ſelf to the 
Author of the Friendly Debate : I think an indif- 
ſerent temper about indifferent things, 1s the 
deft; my Religion ſtands not in crying them up 
or down ; I cannot be very zealous for or againit 
them : Yet methioks it doth not argue much kill 
it cunning in a Chapman that hath Wares toſell, 
to 


: "TT 
to tell his Cuſtomers, when they enquire a2 
would bz ſatisfied about the goodne!s of them, 
They are todifferevry they ate indifferent; Thelſy 
things of themſelves, andin themſelves con{ids 
red, with other aumane Ceremonies, are but 
lawful, or indifferent, notneceflary, in the Jadg.Figto «| 
merit of the Fathers and Sotis of the Church, Bout of 
They are held, the Surplice and other Cerems- 
nies , utterly unlawful in the Judgments and 
Conſciences of many on whom they arcitmpoſed; 
Now grant it be their weakneſs (o ſtrongly and 
zealouſly to oppoſe theſe things ; yet I mott hugu 
bly b:ſeech the Molt Reverend and Right Reve- 
rend Fathers of the Church, ſeriouſly to weigh 
and conlider what that Great Apoltle St, Pal, 
the Great Do&>r of the Gentiles, would bave 
done in that caſe, 

Queſt, Do thoſe do well that reproach, revile, 
or ſight Miniſters, fot their Caflocks, or Gir« 
dles? &c. 

Anſw, They do not do well ; no thore do 
they that reproxch and revile Minitters for not 
wearing of them. There hath been too much of 
this both on the Conformiſls and Noxcouformiſt 
fide ; but *cis to the commendation of neither 
If we would forbear claſhing one againſt another, 
Ave as Friends, as Brethren, and up to our pro- 
feſhon, we ſhould be men ſet by, and Reveren- 
ced by the People. What a ſhame is it that there 


ſhould be ſo many ſeveral Religious Orders - 
the 


bits, c 


hele 
106 


[ 49 
whe Romiſh Church, who have their ſeveral Hz 
em ſidies, ceremonious Obſervations, and yet honour 
one another, and are all honoured by the Peo- 


ple. 
Queſt, Yet if the Nonconformiſts mould come 


«Fido che Church, and nor ftand our as they do; 


out of Order and Rank, would nor the Church 
de terrible like an Army with Banners ? 

Anſw, The Way to have all conform, I hum- 
bly conceive, is for the Biſhops to follow the 
etumple of the Great Counci} at Jeruſalem, to 


(Bly upon the Necks of their Diſciples, whether 


Paltors or People, no other Burden but neceſ{s- 
ry things, eAtts IF, Addto this, At this dey 
there is no pzrfect Uniformiry amongſt our Bre- 
thren that Conform : For ſome read all ihe 
Payers, ſome not; ſome pray before Sermon, 
ſome onely bid Prayer ; ſome pray after Sermon, 
ſothe not ; ſome read Prayers on the holy days, 
ſome not ; ſome read Prayers on Wedneſdays and 
Fridays, ſome not ; ſore preach twice a day, 
ſome but once ; ſome Catechiſe in the afternoon, 


| ſome not 3 ſome preach upon the zoth of Fans- 


a) and the 29th of May, ſome, yeathe molt, 
not ; foms bow towards the Communion- Table, 
moſt not ; ſome call it an Alcar, m6 the Com- 
munion-Table z ſome bow at the name of Jeſus, 
ſome not ; ſome ate for their Do&rine Calvimfte, 
ſome Arminians ; ſome are Latitudivarians, ſome 
Akitndinarians ; ſome moderate Conformilts for 

E Cano» 


o ] 

Canonical Chant. ſome High Conformif 
and for Przter-canonical Conformity ; ſome «t 
R4g4diſſimos, that have ſhort, narrow, little ſou 
and of the childrens threes 3 others bave laig 
true Chriſtian breaſts, of a capacious and of 
comprehenſive Chatity : ſome are for Unic 
Coalition, and Accommodation, though wit 
ſome Condeſcention or yeelding on their pi 
(if his MajzRy and Parliament think fit ) othet 
think Moderation marts all : Some account tt 
Caltn1tan-Conformilts, Puritan-Conformiſts,a 
could be pleaſed more of them were caſt out fl 
the Church ; others think the Nonconforming 
Puritans ( ſuch is their Life and DoRtine ) ma 
(permiſſu Superiorum) well be received again! 
to the boſom of the Church. F 

Queft. If the Nonconforming-Miniſters for 
b-ar to core into the Church and conform © 
of Conſcience, and not out of Policy, what 
ſon can be given why divers of them when tt 
were oftered preferments in_the Church at hi 
Majeſties tuft coming into the Land;ſtood blo 
ing ups: them ſo long,before they would either 
take or leave them? D.p.111, 

Anſw. Inthe Judgment of Charity we 
judge the true reaſon was, they expected the 
{ome Alteration and Reformation both in We 
thip and Government; and they waited to ſe 
whether there would be ſuch a Reformation 
tacir Conſciences could reſt ſatisfied withal : i 

ſi 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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mil [93'] ; 
ſo, they reſolved to accept thoſe Dignities ; but 

G Yſhen they perceived things were to be ſecled in 
» fats quo, in the condition they are now, they 
”; waved thoſe places and preferments- Might but 
In; Bilhop Xſhers Reduction have been admitted in 
10s the Government, and the Ceremonies removed; 
| MY or bat his Mijelties Declaration about Ecclctias 
POE tical Aﬀairs been made a Luv, they would have 
the: thankfully imbraced the offers that were then 
made them, 
5,07 Queſt. What needs the removal of the Cere- 
Ut monies be ſo much as delired of our Governors ? 

re they not like thoſe of a Maſter of a Family 
to his Children and Servants to come inco the 
Pacfour or Hall at ſuch an hour to Prayer in the 
Family,and to kneel there,and be uncovered du- 
tlog Family-Prayers ? D.p.106, 107, 

Anſw. The Nonconforming- Miniſters are ve- 
ty willing to come to the Church at the hours 
"Fippointed by Lav, and there to (tand or kneel, 
"and be bare or uncovered at the time of Prayers, 
if ſuch conformity may ſerve the turn : But di- 
*Jvers look upon the Ceremonies injoyned in the 
Liturgy, a$ of another nature than thoſe above- 
"Fncotnoned (relating to Peace, Order and Decen- 
y only ) namely, as Rires of a Myſtical or Sa- 
imencal fignification, and therefore have been 
"WejeRed rogerher with Popery at firſt by many 
the Reformed Churches beyond the Seas, who 


we doubt not worſhip God decently and or- 
E 2 detly, 


kr 


for 


1 © 


F2 
derly, and in the beauty of Holineſs, 

QOneſt. Are the Nonconformitis ſuch a cro ; 
orain d Generation, that it 1s the only way fs 
bring them to Conformity, for the Magiſtrate tt 
forbid the uſe of the Ceremonies ? D. 

Anſw, I wiſh ( if his Majeſty pleaſed) try 
might be made in forbidding the Croſs and Sur 
plice, the reading the L:(ſons out of the eA, 
crypha, and the Old Tranſlation of the Pſalms 
David ? 

Queſt. Do not the Nonconformiſts hold thut 
nothing may de done in the Worſhip of God bu 
what is injoyned by him in his Word > Deb. p# 
IOT, edit, I. 

Anſw, They generally hold that nothin 
muſt bedone as a part of Gods Worſhip, nar 
as properly a medium cultizs ; but they hol 
thac the determination of meet circumſianc 
neceſſary i» genere,is not neceſſary to be ſet do 
in the Word, Vid, Mr, Baxt, bu diſputat. al 
Ch. Governm, and the Propoſals of the Prebyit 
rians to bus e Majeſty, or W 

«eſt. Do the Nonconformiſts Miniſters holdÞ0g M 
the Church of England no true Church, and theſſmontii 
Miniſters of ir, if Conformilts,no true Minifſters}Þvoſe | 
and do they diflwade people from frequentinggÞ*%-4 
the Churches, and hearing their Miniſters ſerledÞ*fore 
in them ? lotop 

Anſw, The Presbyterians have juſtified the} 4») 
calling of Miniſters in the Church of England, ind d 

thei 
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teir Tus Divinum Minifteris Anglicant ; they 
-roſghefuſe not to communicate with the Publick AC- 
2y tfjemblies ; divers that ſometimes keep privace 
ite tiÞcetings for Religious Exerciſes, they and their 
uditors 20 to Church alſo, and joyn therein in 
tryÞ1aying and bearing, and receiving the Sacta- 
| Sugnent of the Lord's Supper. 
An Qneſt- Do the Nonconformiſts-Minifers hold 
mn: oÞ1| ſuperiority of one Presbyter above another, 

atichriftian ? 
| thi} Anſw. As to the Biſhops of the Church of 
d byErg/and, inveſted with all that Power which they 
b. pave, and uſually exerciſe in the Church of Eng- 

nd, without the joynt-advice and conſent of 
highs Presbytery, we look upon them not as Jure 
| neefÞovino (rictly, but as bis Majelties Deputies 
hood Commiſhoners in Ecclefiafticall Aﬀairs ; 
ncee"nd, fince his Majeſty is pleaſed to make them 
lowgÞLords, can give them their Title,and ſerve God 
abound the Church under them. 
bye Qxett. Is the Aſſembly in their DireRory 
or Worſhip ſo much out in adviſing and direR- 
holdÞjog Miniſters to preach in the evidence and de- 
| theſmonſration of the Spirit and of Power? and are 
ers}fItboſe Miniſters guilty of error and preſumption 
ringÞÞow-a-dayes who make this a petition in Prayer 
tleddefore their Sermons, that they may be enabled 

{o to preach ? ,See Deb. p. 5. edit. 1. 
the} An/[w. The ſenſe of the Author of the Debate 
4, ind divers other Joterpreters, and the ſeoſe in 
bei E 3 WRLCK 


which the Aſſembly and many other pious af Cu? 
learned Preachers uſe this Scripture, 1 Cor 240d 0 
need not neceſſarily to exclude one the othaÞbolt | 
Take Biſhop Has Paraphraſe upon the placed we 
My ſpeech both in my private Exhortation, and of Anſ' 
my pullick Preachings, was not curiouſly plauſubliFresby! 
4 if 1 would win with words of humane Eloquenep*0- 

and Wit ; but in plain aud powerful expreſſions fbwgh! 
God's Spirut ſpeaking an me, and working ” you "TILL 
me, And the 'pious, prudent, and learned bigvm » 
ſhop of Cheſter, in his Eccleſiaſtes, direting who ew 
kind of phraſe a Miniſter mult uſe in his preachÞ{#-G 
ing, ſaitn, it muft be affettionace and cordial, pts as 
proceeding from the heart, and an experimental ul of G 
quaintance with thoſe Truths which we deliver —fun+ « 
adds, this is to ſheak in the demonſtration of thtlpeth 
Spirit and of Power, Beſides, the learned Di» tbe 
Hammond tells us in his Comment on the New *p, 
Teſtament, that divers places in the Old-TeP# be 
ſtament are ſaid to be fulfilled in the New bþ9%)7 4 
way of Accommodation. And why may not thifpþec14t 
Scripture be uſed by Miniſters by way of Acconp# #3 
modation alſo? Do not the Sons of the Chu rat c 


pray for the Clergy of England, as for God's onpnag'n 
Tribe, the Tribe of Leys F Belides, if you foÞve re 
heuld 


ricuſly conſider the Context, you may ſee ca 


not wholly to rejeRt the other interprecationÞ® in b 
namely that of Mr. D:xox 1n loc, Demonſtras wd ex 
remen 


wmbus Scripture & ſolide Veritatts guibus Spiritay”* 
patgmier ſe exerebat C operabatur #1 veſiris arinuſy pious | 


Ls 

Queſt. Do the Nonconforming-Miniflers pre- 
d now to pray by the Spirit, as if the Holy. 
jot ſhould immediatly infuſe method, matter 

d words whilſt they pray ? 
| Anſw. Mr. Hollingworth, ſomenme a prime 
wſibhFrecbyterian in Lancaſhire , (hall anſwer for 
quendſpe0- They do it bold that they ought not to take 
ont bought before-band what they ſhould pray, expett- 
you py that the Holy-G hoſt ſhould immediately inſp.re 
ed bilhew with method, matter and words of Prayer ; 
 whaſpbo ever ſaid, it was not they that prayed, but the 
eachHoly-Gboſt praying in them. And yet in this duty as 
al, &þe# 45 in others, the Sons of God are led by the Spi- 
ral wit of God, which us a Spirit of Grace and Supplica- 
7 —Sjim: and becauſe we know not what to atk, be 
of thÞtelpeth owr 1»firmuties ; and we may be ſaid topray 
| Dif» the Spiric, nor onely becauſe the boly Spirit doth 
Newdbr up, warm and enlarge onr affeitions in prayer, 
{- Top be brings oft tames to our remembrance the ſa- 
ery ſeonry and [witable phraſes and paſſages of boly Writ, 
t thi{hecrally the promiſes which are moſt pertinent 10 
condo#r purpoſe, Why ſhould any imagine that the evil 
nurdþir5e can have power to ſuggeſt evil thoughts or 
; onfipmeginations ruto ws, to diſtratt and binder us when 
ve are praying, and wot the goed and boly Spire 
beuld ſuggeſt good thoughts and deſires, and that 
win bis own language, | meax in Scripture-ptraſe 
rd expreſſions, bringing them at ſuch a time to or 
remembrance ; Tea, the Holy-Ghbo#t ( ſaith that 
in} pious pz1ſ0D) reſtrain the petulancy ane extrava- 
uf E 4 gancy 


Fc 

gancy of wit, great ſwelling words of yanity, vu 
bab}ings, udle repetitions, &c, and he teaches wt 
ay in the words of truth and ſoberneſs. We acknon. 
fa ge a diſtinttion betwixt the Gift of Prayer, and the 
Spirit of Prayer ; The one ts a common gift of the 
Spirit, the gther us @ ſpecial gift or grace of the Sp1, 
r1t, that conſiſts in apt expreſſions, outward enlarge» 
ments ; thus in deep impreſſions on the beart, devout 
aſfetlions, which are too big for expreſſions ; theſe 
are the ſighs and groans which cannot be uttered, 
A Reverend and worthy Prelate of the Church of 
England, treating of the gift of Prayer, 

P.12. ſaith thus, —1[f it oe a fault not to ſtring 
and labour after this gift, much more «ut 

to jeer and deſpiſe it by the name of Extempore 
Prayer, end, praying by the Spirit ; which Ex- 
preſſions, as they are frequently uſed by ſome men by 
way of reproach, are for the moſt part the ſign of 6 


prophane heart, and ſuch as are altogether ſtranger: | 


from the power and comfort of thus duty. 

Queft, In caſe this expreſſion may be tole- 
rated and admit of any favourable confiruRion, 
Do not they often-times uſe many light and i0- 
decent and ſometimes very clowniſh expreſhons 
in their Prayer, to gratifie the rudeneſs of their 
Auditors ? Deb. p.62, edit 4. 

Anſw. As for many of them they are not raſh 
to utter any thing before the Lord they are very 
ſerious and {ober in their expreſſions, atfe&ionat 
a6d p23l00s 10 their utterances” There is a little 
Book 
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Book of thePrayers of many of the chief of them, 
uken, I ſuppoſe, in Short-hand, without their 
knowledge, and publiſhed ( for ought I know ) 
without their conſent; yet I conceive with ſome 
grains of allowance for common and paxdonable 
errors, might paſs with an /mprimatur. And if 
there be ſome who have uſed usbecoming expre(- 
fions ; Are there not to be found alſo among the 
Conformiſts guilty of the like Indecencies?Not 
to mention the Pr, of D. /. M. at Oxford, nor 
the Pr. of D, R., at Windſor ; I hope it may be 
pardonable to cite that of the D. which was 
printed with his own knowledge ; Let the Gold 
of our Nobility excel in Grace as they do in Honenr; 
purifie the Silver of our Gentry from the dreſoof Vice; 
engrave upon the Braſs of the Communalty the fear 
of thy boly Name, As for their affectionate way 
of utterance, I ſuppoſe it may be a means to 
move themſelves & others to ſutable afteQtions 


| to the duty they are about. Vocal Prayer,wkere 


it can conveniently be uſed, is by ſome prefer- 
red before mental, becauſe 'tis a means to excite 
aftcRions, and prevent diſtration. One end of 
Prayer, as very learned Author tells us, 1s not 
to move or aff2& God, but our ſelves, that we 
may be fit to receive the good things that we beg 
of bim ; and then thoſe words and phaſes, and 
that way of utterance or (peaking which 1s moſt 
affectionate and lealt affected, which is beſt a» 
dapted to the matter of the prayer, and pro- 

duCtive 
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duRive alſo of good effes in our ſelves and 0- 
thers, ought to be elteemed leaſt liable to blame 
or exception. Is 1t not the part of an Oratour 
to change his voice and geſture, according to the 
variety of the ſubjeR or matter be is ſpeaking 
of ? do not men begin an Oration with a low 
voice or tone ordinarily, and fo riſe higher as 
they go further, and ordinarily are moſt intenſe 
and earneſt towards the Concluſion > We are 
direted in the Common-Pcayer-Book to repeat 
the Confeſſion of Sins after the Miniſter with z 
meek beart and bumble 2oice: And I have beard 
of one, that, for his voice and confidence, was 
charged that he confeſied his fins as if he was 
proud of them ? 

Queſt. Do not ſome Nonconformiſts com- 
plain that they cannot be ſo affetzd in the hear- 
ing of Common-Prayer, as at other Prayers? 
Deb. p.89. edit. 4. 

Anrſw. I have heard it bitterly complained 
of, that the Common Prayers which are good in 
themſelves, (ſhould be abaſed by m2an, pittifull, 
ſcandalous Readers, and be read in ſo ſlight and 
dull a manner, The Liturgy is not ordinarily, as 
to its eff: on the generality of the Auditors, 
the ſame, when read by a worthy perſon, and in 
a grave and decent manner, as otherwiſe : yet 
I confeſs ſome reaſon why many men are not (0 
much aff2&ed with the Common- Prayer as with 
the Minittz1's own Prayer, may b2 the frequent 
lepe- 


CE 
repetition of the ſame prayers. I ſuppoſe where 
a man ſtrictly tieth himſelf to a Form of Prayer 
(though of bis own compoſing) conſtantly before 
or after Sermon, 1t is not ordioatily ſo affeRing 
or quickvipg to himſelf or others, as when he 
doth otherwiſe. I thivk Prayer by forms, and 
conceived prayers , both lawfol, and both of 
them have their excellencies in ſome reſpeas, 
That by a Form, excells in ſome reſpets Con. 
ceived Prayer ; in others, as I heard the Pious, 
R:verend and Learned Dr. Holdſworth when he 
was Vice-Chancellor ( at the Commencement) 
at Cambridge determine the matter, though he 
concluded tor the laiwfulneſs and expediency of 
a Liturgy for Publick Worſhip ; Such # the na« 
ture of man that be « ordinarily moſt excited in his 
affeftrons, and his attention ſooneſt engaged and rai= 
ſed by Novelty or variety, And hear what a Re. 
yerend Perſon, noenemy to Epiſcopacy and Li- 
turgy, ſaith of Prayer by Book ; There i not that 
life and vigour 1n 1t to engage the afſeitions, as when 
ut proceeds immediately from the ſoul it ſelf, and is 
the natural expreſſion of thoſe particulars whereof 
we are moſt ſenſible. B, Ch. G.P.p.12. Now one 
Reaſon being given inthe Preface to the Litur- 
gy, why ſome Ceremonies are retained, being 
this, becauſe they are apt to affett the dull mind of 
wan, ec, Why may not a Miniſter ſo order hig 
Prayers before and after Sermon, &c. as to 
voice and phraſe, as may moſt probably affe& 
him- 
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himſelf and them that joyn in prayer with bim ? 
I do by no means approve of Romantick or 
Courtly exprefſions on the one hand in Prayer, 
nor Rude and Ruſtick expreſſions on the other, 
I think Scripture-phraſe is belt, ficreit, and of 
choice, therefore to be made uſe of. And to this 
(I think) I may ſafely ſay the generality of the 
Non-conformiſts do conform as much as the 
Conformilts themſelves. 

Queft. How can a man joyn in a Prayer in 
which he is not before acquainted ? 


Anſw. As a man may in his judgment aſſent * 


unto any Divine Truth delivered 1n a Sermon, 
which he never heard before; ſo may 
B.C, he joyn in his affeQions unto any holy 
deſice in a Prayer which he never heard 
before. If he who is mouth of the reſt, (hall 
through impudence deliver that which he can- 
not approve, God does not look upon it as our 
Prayer, if our Deſires do not ſay Amen to it. 
Queft. Do the high Prelatifls allow of Mini- 
ſers co pray any Prayer bzfides the Common- 
Prayer ? 
Anſw. Dr. Heylyz condemns the cuſtom of 


praying before and after Sermon, We are told, 


that this doth fruſtrate the end and deſign of the 
Liturgy, and that 'ris needleſs, &c. And that 
although many Orthodox men, not intending 
evil thereby, have in latter times taken up this 
faſhion, yet they ate generally to bs blamed, and 
have 
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have much to anſwer Ns their Nonconformity 
herein, if we believe the Author of a late Pam« 
phlet, call'd the Converted Presbyterian, 

Queſt, What is to be thought of Afternoon=- 
Sermons, 1s not that a thing wholly ſuperfluous, 
and would it not be berter if as the Citizens ard 
others have reduced their Families to one Meal 
aday ; ſo the Miniſters would their Congrega- 
tions to one Sermon a day, and (o have nothing 
beides Common-Piayer and Catechiſm in the 
evening ? Deb. p.89. edit. 4. 

An(w», The Lo1d Falkland, in his Speech in 
Parliament , complained of ſome leading Bi- 
ſhops before the Wars, that they cried up Cate- 
chilting, to decry Preaching. Catechiſing indeed 
is talked of much, but by many *ris to be feared, 
Itis to jultte out the Afternoon-Sermon ont of 
doors : for we find in many Churches there is 
neither Preaching nor Catechifng in the After- 
hoon, Of old, preaching was accounted precips- 
wm munxs Epiſcopi, the Biſhops chief Work or 
Office. Biſhop Latimer was very ſmart againſt 
Uop:eaching Prelates in his time ; but of later 
times the Lord Fa/k/ard in his ſpeech in Parlia- 
ment charged ſome of that Order that they diſ- 
couraged and diſcountenanced Preaching ; that 
they preached not themſelves, and diſcounte- 
nanced them thatwould. And not long before 
the Wars, I heard a Friend, a Miniſter (that bad 
been with his Dioceſan) who ſaid, That wpon bis 
guoting 
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quoting of Biſhop Davenant to the Biſhop, in juſtifs 
cation of ſomething be ſaid; the Biſhop replicd, 
WHAT DO YOU TALK OF HIM, 4 


PREACHING-COXCOMSB ! Biſhop Latime, | 


Redley, Fewel, &c. were great Patrons of Piew 
ching, and themſelves practis'd it- Archbiſhoy 
Grindal went ſo fat as to countenance the Meets 
ings called Pcophecyings ;z and Biſhop Hall of 
late thought they might be profitable. Former 
HiRories did not tell Rories of any Biſhop of the 
Reformed Religion, that gave God thanks that be 
had not left one Lefture, or one afternoon- Sermon in 
ell bis Dioceſs. There was a Gentlewoman of 
good Quality, cited a Kingly Preacher, viz, So. 
lomon in his Eccleſiaſtes, for preachibg in the 
Evening as well as Morning,  Eccleſ.11,6, 1s 
the morning ſow thy Seed, and in the Evening wuth- 
hold not thy hand. In the Country they account 
thoſe Shepheards moſt careful of their flocks, 
and to have uſually the beſt Sheep, who fother 
twice a day. The Apoltle Pas! exhorts to be in- 
ſtant in ſeaſon aud ont of ſeaſon : a Sermon in the 
afternoon can be but out of ſeaſon. *Tis obſe1- 
ved that the Sermons at Court before Queen 
Elizabeth were conſtantly in the afternoon, And 
I knew a Pariſh in the Country, where it was de- 
fired by the good women, That in caſe their Mi- 
mPfter would preach but once a day, 1t might be in 
the afternoon ; becauſe, they ſaid, it might br « 
aweans to keep their Huabands out of the —_ 

e 
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oftif The Morning Service according to the Common 
plied, Prayer-Book being ſo long, they thought a Ser« 
mov might be berrer ſpared in the morning than 
io the afternoon. 

Qzeſt. Although preaching in the beginning 
of the planting the Chriſtian Religion might be 
neceſlary, yetisitſo in theſe days ? 

Anſw. Preaching ſerves not onely to inform 
the Underſtanding, but to excite and avaken the 
AﬀeRions, and to bring to remembrance what 
we have been taught before. Pavlplanted, and 
Apollos watered even there where the Apoſile 
Paul had firſt planted. A good Stomach can di- 

| get two Meals a day, and why may nat a Soul of 
a healthful conſtitution have two Meals a Week, 
I believe the Chriſtians in R»ſia have never the 
fatter Souls for going in lean Paſtures, for two 
M:als, I mean two Sermons a year. 

Queff, Would it not be good Policy not to 

ſuffer any to preach, but onely to read Common 

- | Prayer and the Homilies > Would not this be an 
effeQual way and means to prevent Errours and 
Herefies, Rents and Diviſions among us ? Doth 
not this preaching ſow many Tares in the Field 
of the Church ? 

Anſw, 1 have heard of ſome Preachers indeed 
who preach down preaching, but I take them to 
be never 2 whit the better Preachers, nor the 
derter Chriſtians for thatz I acknowledge the 
Homilies to contain Wholſom and very profitable 

Doctrine, 
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Dorine, and think I ſhould ſpend my time 
better to hear one of them read, than to hear 
fome Preachers noW-a-days. Bur if ability to 
read the Book of Common Prayer and the Book 
of Homilies, be all the Book-Learniog neceſſary 
for a Miniſter, 'tis to be feared that ſome Prins 
ces or Parliaments may come, before many Ages 
paſs, who may be ſo thrifty as to be willing to 
ſave the needteſs expence of a million or tw6 
mitlions a year in Church-Maintenance ; and 
think 20 /. per annum enough for men of ſuch 
Parts, Education, and Learning. 

Queſt. Is not Catechifing the younger people 
in the afternoon, a very profitable and a laudable 
practice ? 

Anſw. This I can ſay, I uſed it for many year; 
together, b:{1Jes preaching uſually ewice a day, 
'Tis obſerved that the Proteſtants in the begin» 
tng of the Reformation, got advantage overthe 
Papiſts, by their diligence in Catechiting ; and 
that ſince the Papsſts by their diligence the ſame 
Way, have got ground of us. I am. not againſt 
the uſe of the Church-Catechiſm for Children; 
and do really think the Right Reverend Biſhop 
Nicholſon hath deſerved well for his Expoſition 
of it» But I confeſs I cannot approve of the Vi- 
car that in his Catechiſing, going abour to jultifie 
that Queſtion, What & thy Name ? brought that 
Scripture for it, where 'tis recorded of our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour, that he ſaid to the man poſſeffed » 

gag 
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the Devil, What « thy Name ? and he anſivered,; 
My Name # Legion, 
But as for the knowledge of the Catechiſm (if 
it may lawfully be done) I could be glad none 
night be married before they give an account of 


Its | 

Queft. Sith preaching is ſo neceſſary, what 
my of preaching is beſt? The Jingling way, or 
the Rational Philoſophical way, or the Rational 
Scripture Way, With Reafons out of Scripture, 
and Teſtimonies from Scripture? 

Anſw, I dare not commend the firſt way, 
which yet I ſuppoſe was tore praQtis'd in former 
times than of late : Such as that was of Ds, P!, 
on that place of the Canticles, My Bed u green ; 
Typical, My; Topical, Bed; Tropical, green : 
Typical, Topical, Tropical ; My Bed # green, 
Such as was that of the Doctor and Dignitary at 
Oxford about the loſt Groat ; ſuch as was the 
mode of the Wits about thirty years ago; and 
ſuch as was well expreſled and expoſed ſince by a 
Citizzn or Countryman, who being a5ked how 
be liked the Sermon, and how the Mivitter prea- 
ched? Anſivered, He could not ſay much of it; 
but it ran or ſounded thus, as if he had ſaid, 


eA Pudding, a Pie; 
A Pudding-Pit : 
A Pudding for thee, 
A Pie. for me; 

F 
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A. Padding-Pie 


For me and ther« 


Not do I look on him 45 one of the fineſt Prgach- 
ers, that lately exhorted his Hearers to put on 
the Sattin of Sincerity, the Purple of Purity, and 
the Silk, of Simplicity. 

As for the Rational way, the mode of ſome 
ereat Doors of theſe days, if they would inter« 
mix more of Scripture-Reaſon, or Scripture« 
Teſtimonies, it might be very profttable for leate $1 
ned Auditories, 

As for the way by Dotine, Reaſon, and Uſe, 
by Teſtimonies out of the holy Scriptures, more 


than Cications out of the Ancient Fathers, or $: 


by Reaſons deduced from Philoſophy, (ſuch as I 
apprehend was the preaching of Mr- Perkins, F 
Mr, Hulderſham, old Mr. Dod, Archbiſhop her, Þ 
Biſhop Sanderſon, Biſhop Reynolds, and many 
others in our days) I think ir moſt edifyingto Þ 
ordinary Audito!s: And this I conceive to be 
that which the Aſſembly mean in their DireQory 
for preaching, and others in their Prayers before 
Sermon, by preaching un the evidence and demon- 
ſiration of the Spirit and of Power, Biſhop Hal 
in his Paraphrale, and the Biſhop of Cheſter in hts 
Eccleſs fles, as 1 conceive, are both of this Judg- 
ment. Scripture-Reaſons, and Scripture-worcs 
and phraſes, do beſt of all become a Miniſter of 
the Word. Dottrina Evangelis cums fit Divine 

P 


[ 68 
Chriſtians 2nd 900d SubjeRs ; and which I wouk 
not brand with the name of a Conventicle, 


Meetiogs of Dr, Gunning, Dr. Hyde, and othe 
for the Common Prayer in the late times ; ul 
though if Convenricles be againit the Comm 
Lav, that was the ſame then and now, Judids 

ous Mr, Hales in his Tract of Schilx 
P. 2. hath more Chatity for Diſſentes 


When ether falſe and wncertain Con [4 
frons are obirnded for Truth, and Atts ether wi{ure | 
lawful, or miſtring juſt ſcruple, are requirel if from 
x to be performed ; un theſe Caſes, (ſaith ne) Cu holy 
ſent were Conſpiracy ; and open Conteſtation us of dello? 
Fattion or Schiſm, but due Chriſtian Ani what 

uy them 
' Quep. Whether do the Noncerformiit- Mind A 
feers look after Vions and Revelations ? the | 
Anſw. Tis thar which the Papilts and io 01 
P. pilts, the Quakers, pretend unto; but the love 
I conceive mzy rather be ranked amonglt Ul gac! 
Conform:ſts, han the Noxconformuſts, by the lik Purd 
reaſon that Seekers and Anabpriſts are numb ly Sc 
a nongft Noncooform;its, And here let me ine Ang! 
a ſhort Rery : ble \ 
In the latetimes, One (now a preat Son of ven 1 
Church) trat elling 1 with two (now NonconformuW He 
AMiniſl ers; he be; ing the Semor Man and Mum 10g, 
WA! defired te pray with them and for them, bel us, 1 


they went to Bed : this re did ; and in bu Pr 
prajth 
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pajed, That God ol ſend them Godly Dreams 
that night, On occaſion whereof, one of the Mini- 
s ſaid to the other, He did not like this over- 
11d thefGod/aneſs ; be that would over-godly it, wonld nnd: r- 
othe gully ts, 

If avy Nonconforming-Miniſters have been 
nf ſuperſticiouſly obſervers of Dreams, it may be 
queried whether the late Little Great Archbi- 
LE ſhop of Canterbury was not guilty of the ſame 
fault allo, 

Queſt. Do the Noxconformiſts pziſwade or aſ- 
ſure tnemſelves of Gods favour oneiy or chiefly 
from x voice Within them, which they ſay 1s the 
doly Spirit, telling them that they are Jedidiab's, 
F beloved of God? And do they not look upon 
what Graces the holy Spirit hath wrought in 
them, as evidences of his Love? 

Anſw, We aftirm that the works or fiuits of 
the Holy Ghoſt in us, which upon ſearch we find 
io our own Souls, are our Evidences of Gods 


' tel love tous. If we once find in our ſelves thoſe 
(t U g'acious Qualifications to which the Promiſes cf 
ce 10h Pardon, Peace, and Comfort are made in the ho- 
more ly Scriprure ; this is every whit as ſure as if an 
10 Angel from Heaven ſhould tell us with an audi- 

dle Voice, Be of good chear, your fins are forgi- 
of hl ven you 5, Peace be to you, you are the Favourites of 
mu Heaven. The Spirit of God is firlt a (andtity- 
»j"Y ing, and then a ſcaling Spitic ; fiii he convens 


us, and then he comforts us. 


F 3 Quef, 
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Oneft. No not Nonconformiſts vaunt too muc 

of their Aſſurances, Comforts, Experiences 

And may not theſe prove [ixange fancies in con” ,. 
cluhon ? 

Anſw, The holy Prophet David, and the bleſ. 

ſed Apoltle Parl, both cire their own Experien- 

ces, and draw comfor from them 

1 Sam, 17. He delivered me from the mouth \ 

27, the Lion, and from the paw of t Jy 


? Bear, avd he will deliver me ft _ 
this uncircumciſed Philiſtine: So the one. A 7 
be bath delivered, he doth deliver 5 in whom 1 tr " 

alſo that be will yet delyver. So the other, -) 


Oueſt. Do theſe Nonconforming-Minift 


cheat the People, by making them believe thit £ 
they preach experimentally what they have hen 


and (cen, and experimented themſelves, D 
p-35,37- Edit.q. ; ſl 

Anſw. I have heard that it was the Saying of J 
Learned Man, no Nonconformiſt, That the way 
bt a good Preacher, was to get a good Heart, Doubt a 
leſs'rhar which comes from the Heart, is molif ... 
likely to go to the Heart, He that hath tif}, 
the ſweetneſs of Honey and Sugar, can betta” > 
ſpeak of it, knows better by his experiencethe 


{weerneſs of Honey and Sugar, than he thatha i 
onely heard and read of itin a Book, Holy D me 


vid, a King and a Prophet, called ro others t Roo 
heaiken, ard be wonld tell them what God had d 
for bs Sou!, He that hath been perſvyaded at 
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converted himſelf, is likelieſt to perſwade and 
convert others. 

'Tis (toried of Funaus, That before his Con. 
verſion, meeting once with a Country-man as be 
was in a Journey, and falling into diſcourſe 
with bim about divers points of Religion, he ob» 


ſerved the plain fellow to talk (o experimental- 
ly, with ſo much heartineſs and affeRion, as 
made bim firlt begin to think ſure there was 
ſomething more in thoſe Truths, than his notio- 
pal bumane Learning bad yer diſcovered ; which 
occahoned his more ſerious enquiry into them, 
and afterwards his Converſion. 

Que#F, Is it proper to alledge the converſion 
of Souls from the Error of their Ways, as a Seal 
to our Miniſtry ? 

Anſw. The Apoſtle St. Paul, when his Minj- 
ſry was queſtioned and diſgraced, appealed un- 
to this, 2Cor. 3.2, Te are our Epiſtle, (viz. of com- 
mendation to or from the Church of Cormth) 
written in our hearts, known and read of all men, 
: if This Epiſile was the Apoſtles Evidence and Seal 
I that he was a true Miniſter of the Lord Jeſus, 

"0 Burt this I muſt have leave ro ſay, that 'tis no 
evidence of a real converſion, to rail at Biſhops, 
ot the Common Prayer ; nor on the other fidz, 
it Nonconformiſts, as Schiſmaticks , Sectaries, 
Rogues, &c. I know that Religion 1s another 
J thing, and teacheth other things, betrer things 
'N ihan theſe, And I believe there are ſerious, [0. 
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ve. But are there not Nonconforming 
Minitters, who were formerly great Friends te 
the Army, and Countenancers and Encouragers 
of them in their illegal, unjuſt, and horrid Pro. 
ceedings again(t King and Parliament ? 
eAnſw, I koow none of the whole Tribe of the 
Presbyterians that are ſo. I have beard of one 
Mr. Martin lately impriſoned for a Conventi. 
cle at Warwick, that loſt his Armin his Majelties 
ſervice; and I have heard of one that marched 
before the Souldiers, when they went to fight a. 
oainlt his Majelty at Worceſter, that hath been a 
zealous Conformilt ſince : Nor do 1 know that 
he and many others ever ſav day, till the Royal 
Sun aroſe in our Horizon, to ſcatter the Clouds 
that hung over their eyes. The horrid murther 
of his late Majeſty, as it was abhorred and de- 
clared againſt by the Prezbjterian Miniſters, and 
others, in City and Country, from Pulpit and 
Preſs; ſoit was (that I know of) never under- 
taken to be juſtified by any Miniſter in print, but 
by F. G. that great Goliah and Champion of the 
Arminans, And the Precbyterians, yea, thoſe 
who were Commiſhoners for the View of the Li- 
turgy, Declare in one of their Papers to his M1- 
jeſty, That till the Covenant was decried 4s an Al- 
manack out of date, and its Obligation taken to be 
nall, that odtous Fatt conld never have been perpe- 
trated againſt your Royal Father, nor your Majeſty 
ſo long expulſed from your Domuntons. 
Queſt. 
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_.- 
- Queſt, Do the Nonconforming- Miniſters call 
thoſe Moral Preachers who preach obedience to 
the Moral Law, and the neceihity of good 
Works ? 

Anſw. He that rightly divides the Word of 
Truth, muſt preach Law and Goſpel both z Mo- 
ral as well as Evangelical Duties ; yet 'cs beſt to 
preach the Law as it was fuſt delivered in the 
hands of « Mediator, Blame them not if they 
reach frequently the Goſpel, and the great love 
of Chriſt to ſenſible Sinners, becauſe the love of 
Chriſt conſtrains us to love bim again ; 'tis the 
Loaditone of Love : Nothing, they ſay, is more 
eafie, than to love him that lovesus; and the 
Apoſtle Fohs tells us, That we love God, becanſe 
be firſt loved w. But tis not very long hnce Pu- 
titan Preachers, as they were nick-named, were 
charged to preach nothing but Hell and Dain- 
nation, 

Queſt. Do Nonconforming»Miniſters uſe to 
preach Comfort to ungodly Sinners, reſolvipg 
Rill to live ungodly ? 

Anſw, No, by no means : The Presbyteriens 
and others uſed to declare againlt «Antinom- 
anſm, and to preach Repentance towards God, 
as well as Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; to 
bim that was ſenfible of fin, and weary of it, and 
that mourned for it, they were willing to preach 
Jad Tydings of Remiſſion, and Recenciliation : 
They were and are Enemies both to preſumption 
and 


76 
and deſperation, and [eek to ſave Souls from pe- 
riſhing either Way : They are ordinarily firlt Be. 
anergef's, then Barnabas's ; and ſeek fult and 
molt to Waſh the infide of the Platter, than the 
outſide ; firſt they aim to cleanſe the Hearr, then 
the Hands : They preſs men firſt to ſeek God in 
prayer With their whole heart for pardon and 
grace, and then dire& them hoiv to pray (whe- 
ther with or without a Book 1D private) as ſhall 
be molt expedient for them; they deny (thoſe 


that I converie withal) that they difſivade any , 


from the uſe of the Liturgy or Common Prayer, 
This indeed is a Maxime With them in Religion, 
© 0d cor non facit non fit ; and that the devotion 
ot the Soul, 1s the ſoul of D:votion, 

Queſt. In caſe a perſon be truly troubled in 
Conſcience for his fin, to which is he to be lent 
for Comfort? To the Law, or to the Goſpel z to 
his own Obedience or Good Works, or to the 
Ovedience of Chriſt ? 

Anſw. The ordinary method of Cure, is firſt to 
ſearch the Wound to the bottom, and then to 
apply healing Remedies ; firſt to pour in Wine, 
and then Oyl. Our Phyknavns uſe firlt ro purge 
or vomit their Patients, and then to give Cor. 
dials : So ſpiritual Phyſitians, till the Patient 
be truly and rightly ſenſible of his fins, they 
ſend him to the Law, for by the Laiv comes the 
knowledge of fin, the horrid nature and demerit 
of it; but then for Comfort, they ſend m__ 
the 
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the Goſpel, tothis ſoveraign Balſom ; yea, they 


pour on them the Oyl of Gladneſs, upon whony 
they perceive has been the Sputit of Heavinels : 
They ſay not, Phyſitian heal thy ſelf ; but rather 
ſend them to the Great Phyſit;an, by whoſe ſtripes 
we and they are healed : We dare not truſt in our 
own Righteouſneſs, but i» the Lord our Regbte- 
ouſneſs. 

Oueſt, Do not Nonconformilis, as they delire 
liderty from the Impotitions of Men in the Wor. 
ſhip of God, ſo preach up liberty from the Com- 
mandments of God in the Courſe of their Lives? 
Or at leaſt do they not lift up their Voice like a 
Trumpet, when they publiſh the Goſpel ; but 
onely ſpeak in 2 ſmall and ſtill Voice, wh:n 
they treat of Obzatence to the moral Law? 

Anſw. *'Tis an unjult Calumny caſt on the 
Proreltants by the Papilis, That they are Solifi- 
dians, and againtt good Works : And 'ris an un- 
Charitab'e cenſure of the Noxconformiſts by the 
Author of the Debate, that they do not preach 
obedience to the Moral Law, 2s well as Faith in 
Chriſt ; and the Duties of the ſecond Table cf 
the Law, as well as of the fiſt. Whoever reads 
the Aſſemvlies Confeſſion of Faub, their Larger 
and Shorter Catechiſm, M-, Dod on the Com. 
mandments, Mr. Amthn» » Burgeſs his PVindicie 


Legs, &c. May :-: Cl * taaTr TIe Norconfor. 
mts are not Lib-- (1 +76, 'oh they defire ſome 
Libercy) and t:-: £561 pray to bz delive- 
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red and freed from ©. Lad FEIP Laws, (as 
God has freed them from the Ceremonial Lay 
of his own making) yet they are not Antinom« 
ans ; they commend, and in Gods name require, 
Obedience, as well as Faith ; Doing, as well as 

zlieving; they cormend Moral Honeſty, but 
prefer Piety : We deny him to be a truly gocly 
man, that is nota good hone(lt man ; we deny 
him to be 11ghreous before God, that endeavours 
not to approve himſelf righteous, in his dealings 
with men. We would not by any means break 
the rwo Tables, by daſhing them one againkt the 
other; and yet we prefer the Goſpel before the 
Law, Chuiſt to Moſes, the ſecond Covenant to 
the firſt, that of Grace to that of Woiks. 

Oueſt. Is not Obzdience then to the Moral 
T.aw, the Condition of our Jukification ? See 
Debate, p13. 

Anſw, No: *T i not the Condition 
D, M. and Qualification of the Covenant, ſo pro- 
perly, as tis of thoſe Perſons that enter in. 
to the Covenant, Faith jultifieth the Perſon be- 
fore God, and Obzdience juſtifeth the Faith be- 
fore men. Obedience (ſaith a Reverend _— 
14ſt be in the ſame Subjeft with Faith, but it hat 
not a Vaice in the ſame (ourt, We do not cry 
dowa mans Obedience, when we cry up the Obe- 
cience of Chriſt, as the matter of our Juſtifica- 
tion, and the Imputation of it, as the form of 
our J iſtification: We dare not appear _ 
Go 
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od in our own filthy Garments and meaſiruous 
loaths : We expeRt a Bleſſing from our Hea- 
evly Father, when we are ariayed with the 
Robes of our Elder Brother Jeſus Chiift his 
Righteouſneſs, Which ſends up a ſweet ſmell in 
zods Noftrils, 

Queſt. 1s Faith, or believing in Chriſt, « com- 
ns to Chriſt, or a relying on Chrilt for the pat= 
ton of our hn } See Debate, p.43- 

Anſw, Yes : Fobn 7.37,38. there coming to 

briſt, and believing, are all one: And ta what 
nd Sinners are called to come to Chriilt, we 
nay learn from our blefſed Saviour, Mat.11.29. 
amely, That they may find reſt, 7 believe in 

a, (faith Biſhop Nicholſon in bis excellent Ex- 
ofition of the Church-Catechiſm) « if / ſaid, 
put my whole tuft, hope, and confidence in him, 1 
ely upon bim : And ſo may Faith in Chiitt, I 
dick be very well deſcribed, tobe a relying on 
ariſt for the pardon of cur (ins, and all good 
angs, If my memory fail not, I have often 
eard that Renowned Profeſſor, Dr. Sammel 
ard, deliver it for go0d Doctrine in the Chair, 

hat Faith was Recumbentia in Chriitum HMedia- 

we, &c. a Recumbency on Chrift for the pardon of 
w. One Mr. Dowzs, that wrote too againlt Se- 
ration,defineth Faith to bt a reſt of the Will up- 

» Chriſt and his merits, for Fuſtification, and con- 
quently Salvation. And the fame Author ob- 
ves that the Hebrew words ran and ne2 es 
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z\l words equipollent in the old Teſtament ; andjinf 
what is meant by them in the Old Teſtament, jzj%"! 
exprefled in the New by Believing : To inſtanceJien 
in one, Traft in the Lord with thy whole hear ed 
ſaich the Old Teſtament, Prov.3.5. If thou belit. 
veſt with thy whole heart, or with all thy heart, (aith 
the New, A%.8.37. We may define Faith thus: 
It ts a gracious habit infuſed into the Heart by th 
Spzrit of God, whereby the Soul reſts or rolls it ſe 
apox Chriſt for all things appertatuing to Life 
Goalineſs,for Gods Glory and its own Salvation, 

Queit, Who are the greateſt Enemies to the 
Church of England, and to Religion it ſelf, thoſ 
Who bring in new and ſtrange Dcctrines, or tholx 
that diilent onely from her as ro the Cereme 
nies ? 

Anſw. Thoſe that diftzr in Subſtantials d 
Religion, are to be thought more to differ, th 
thoſe that differ onely 1n Circumſtantials ; an 
thoſe ought to be reputed the greateſt Noncot 
formiſts, who do not conform to the Do&trinec 
the Church of England, ſet forth in her Article 


Homilies and Licurgy. preac 
Queit, Who are they ? £ 
Arſw. Even many that have been conform} digh 


ble enough as to Ceremonies ; their Names ut Do& 
Tenets you may find in a Book entitled Law 


from Amxaix, and in another called L to tþ 
denſium AuvTox&upims : Who they were tha 8rea 
maintained theſe DoErines, and their Doctrin lay ? 


[8t] 
 : 2n4[iv fome meaſute alſo, you may find in My. R»(5- 
ent, i997b's Collections, and others, ho have writ- 
Rancher the Hiſtory of the Times immediately pre- 
bear (cedivg the late Wars: I ſhall refer yow-to-one; 
« bel, [and that is Dr. Faler in his Church- Hiftory,who 
+. ſaith} Ielates, rhar it was complained of to the Sub-com- 
| mittees for Religion in Parliament, (of which Sub- 
| committee the Biſhop of L:inceln, the Biſhop of 
Armagh, the Biſhop of Durham, the Biſhop of 
f Exeter, Dr. Sam Ward, Dr: Hacket, Dr. Holdſ- 
worth, and others, were Members ) that all the 
Tenets of the Conneel of Trent ( abating only ſuch 
points of State- Policy againſt the King's Supremacy, 
4 « were made Treaſon by the Statute) Good works 
Co. cauſes with Faith in Juſtification, private Cox- 
feſſion by particular enumeration of ſins, needful 
1 neceflitate medii ro Salvation ; that the Oblation 
& (or, as others, the Conſumption of the Elements in 
the Lord! Supper ) holdeth the nature of a true Sa- 
4 "rifice, Prayers for the Dead; lawfulneſs of Mona- 
ical Vows, the groſs ſubſtance of Armimianiſm, 
ical 42d ſome dangerous points of Sociniamſm bad been 
preached or printed by ſome amongit ws, 

Qmeſt, If it ſhould be proved true, that the 
bigh Conformiſts (hould warp Comwhat from the 


OIN 

-s uf} Poctrine of the Church of England ; yet have 

audnf} they not all, and alwayes been conſtant and firm 
Lu to the Government to King and Parliament, and 

» th great admirers of what their Supettors do and 

tif) lay ? 


G Arſw. 
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Arſw, Dr. Heyha tells us that he canto 
reckon the death of King Edward the fixth, for 
an ivfelicity of the Church of England, for being 
(a8 he ſaith) :{ principled 1» himſelf, and eaſily ex. 
elin'd taimbrace ſuch counſels as were offered to him 
1t us not to be thought but that the reſt of the Biſhop 
ricks, before ſufficiently impoveriſhed muſt bave fol 
lowed Durham 5 and the poor Church left as deſi. 
tute of Lands and Ornaments as when ſhe came int 
the world in hey natural nakedneſs, The above 
named Dr. Heylyn, in bis Hiſtory of the Refor« 
mation, chargeth the Grandees at Court and in 
the Parliament of thoſe times, With ſuch vices 
and crimes, as our Adverſaiies may make uſe of 
to blemiſh our Reformation, All which, with 
ſome other conſiderations, may give occaſion to 
ſome to think, that what the Devil ſaid falſly 
and maliciouſly againſt Fob, may, a little altered, 
be too truly, and without breach of charity, ſaid 
of ſome high blades ; Do they fear and honour 
the King and Parliament for ought ? Have thiy 
not made a hedge about them, and about their houſe, 
and abont all that they bave on every fide, and their 
Subſtance ts encreaſed in the Laud? But let but 
King and Parliament -p#t forth their band non; 
and touch all they bave, and they would (if not for 
fear of puniſhment) curſe them to their face. 

Quei#t, Is there any other abſolute promiſe 
befides that of ſending Chriſt into the World? 

Anſw. Yes, many ; As that Ger. 9.9, not to 
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yy : 
drown the World W more- That of calling of 
the Gentiles, Gen.49.10, The promiſe of rhe 
Converhon of the Jews, as 18 generally though!, 
Rom. 11. The promiſe of giving Chiilt the Hea- 
then for bis inheritance, and the nitermoſt parts of the 
rarth for his poſſeſſion, Plal.2, And that 1ſs.5 3. 
He ſhall ſee bis Seed, he ſhall prolong his days, and 
the pleaſure ef the Lord ſhall proſper un his bands : 
Taat Chriſt (hall have a Seed ro ſerve him ;z that 
Chriſt ſhall certainly and infallibly ſave ſome ; 
and the Lord knows who are Þis : That he hath not 
ſhed his Blood in vain, like water ſpilt on the 
ground ; that this glorious Head of the Church, 
(hall certainly have a Body in ſome meaſnte an- 
{merable and ſuitable to the Head, &c. The pro- 
miſe of Firſt Grace is thought to be abſolute, / 
will tak? away your beart of Stone, and give you 4 
brart of Fleſh. "Tis confeſs d, we are 6 


Canhoy 
h , for 


id to Con- 
vert and turn, and to come to Chriit, and ro 
make our ſelves new hearts ; and yet tis as true, 
that we cannot do any of theſe things of our 
ſelves, Without Divine Aſfitance, and ſpecial 


P's. Grace : But this for our Comfort, That which is 
oy; | 8he matter of Duty in one place of Scripture, 1s 
ro the matter of a Promiſe in another : And again, 


That Goſpel-Commands are not onely fgnitica- 
tions of our Duty, but Conveyances of ſtrength 
to do our Duty. 

Queſt. Is not Mr. #. B. abſurd in comparing 


Gods people to Plate ? 
: G 2 Anſw. 


Ws <,} 

Anſw. 1 anſwer, There is Scripture-ground 
enough to juſtifie the calling of Gods people his 
Plate : for in Scripture they are called Godt 
Fewels, or his peculiar Treaſure, Pſal.3.17. And 
obdurate wicked men ate compared to Keprobate 
Silver, Jer.6.30, 

Queft. May we not (ay, That we come to the 
Promiſes by Chrilt ? ; 

Anſw. In bim are all the Promiſes Tea, and in 
hin Amen, 2 Cor.1.20. As a woman hath a right 
to her Joynture, by firſt taking the man to het 
wedded Husband ; ſo Chriſtians have a right to 
the Promiſes, and all good things, by taking 
Chriſt firſt for their Lord and Husband. 

Que#t. Is fear the chief and principal motive 
of a Chriſtian to Duty and Obedience, I mean 
the fear of puniſhment ? 

Anſw, No : The chief and beſt Principle it 
Love ; I look oa them as of a lower form in Re- 
Jivion, who onely ſerve God for fear of Hell : 
Although this fear is uſeful, yet 'ris not the prin- 
cipal motive to cb2dience in Gods Children. 
And this was the Divinity of former times. [ 
do not ho'd it unlawful to ſerve God for fear of 
puniſhment, nor hopes of Reward; yet this [ 
ſay, That feat alone ſpeaks a man a Servant, and 
love ſpeaks a man a Son : And thoſe are the beſt 
Servants to Vertue, who ſerve wirtwtis amore, 
for the love of Vertne. A man may hate the good 
he doth, ard love the evil which he doth ook - 

t 
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If then a man do he which is commanded 
meerly or chiefly for fear of Hell, /is he neceſſa- 
tily one of Gods beſt Servants? I think not ; be. 
equſe he may at the ſame time hate the good he 
doth, and love the evil he abftains from. As for 
working With an eye to the Reward intwitu mer- 
eedrs, "tis juſtifiable and commendable ; *cis that 
which Moſes did, Heb.,11.26, and which our 
bleſſed Saviour did ; and ir ſuffceth the Servant 
to be as bis Matter ; Chriſtians to be Followeis 
- Imicators of Chriſt their Lotd and Ma- 

er. 

Queit. Are good Works neceſlary to our Ju- 
ification 2 Debate, p.13. 

Anſw, Tae Church of Ergland in her 11th 
Article, teaches her Children thus : Ye are righ- 
trons before God, onely for the merit of the Lord our 
Sawour Feſus Chriſt by Faith, and wot for our own 
Works or Deſervings : Wherefore that we are juſts- 


* | fedby Faith onely, is moſt wholſom Dottrine, and 


very fall of Comfort, &c. And in her Book of 
Homilies, Tofn.x.pag.-12,Edir, 1623, thus : Ju- 


flification 1s not the Office of man, but God : or man 
comer makg bimſelf righteous by bis own Workg, 
ntther in part nor in whole ; for that were the grea- 
tft arrogance and preſumption of Man, that Anti- 
chriſt could ſet up againſt God, 

Oueſt. Hath the DoQtrine of the Imputation 
of Chriſts Righteouſneſs for our Jultihcacon, 
deen the D»Rrine of our Church, and the prin's 
DoRors of it ? G 3 Anſa 


[ 86 ] 
"Anſw. The Papiſts indeed call it with a jectiIt%) 


Conforming Miniſter , that the Apoſtle Pa 

mentions this'grace of Imputed Righteouſneyſbuſe 
rep times in the 4th chapter to: the Remans ; and} und / 
Biſhop Andrews in his moſt excellent Sermon ajfle. 
that Scripture, Jehova Faſtitia noſtra, His naw Jeſu 
ſhall be called, The Lord our Righteouſneſs ; and by vere 


Downham,in his Treatiſe of Juſtification, fronyy Gala 
ly aſſerts it : And the DoRors of the Chair foraf ſet f 
lovg time, have taught the ſame Dorine, 
that now I ſhould think that Door, though u 
the Chairzto be beſides the Cuſhion,that reach 
otherwiſe, | 
Queſt. Ts the difference betwixt the Old 4 
Nei Covenant this, that the Old Coven 
made with the Jews propounds temporal rewaid 
and the Goſpel propounds eternal ? and b 
this been the Do ine of the Church of Exgl 
and of the prime Doors fince the Reforg 
tion? Deb.p.26, 
Anſu; The 7th Article of the Church of Ew 
land 1aitn thus 5 The Old Teſtament ts not c 
. Ind) 
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| jecti[t1ary to the New. Both in the Old and New'Tſba- 
| of alwent everlaſting life 5 offered to mankind by Chriſt 
+ thath who i the only Mediatour between God and man ; 
ribahwherefore they are not to be heard which ſay, that 
puteth] tht old Fa:bers dd lock only for tranſuory promiſes: 
ay the} Q=eff. Do not Nontonformiſts abuſe the 
axle || pople in their preaching, by preaching inthe 
ul. ari Apoltolical language, That which we have ſeen 
d by] «nd heard, declare we unto you ? | 

| Pall) Arſw. I think the Propher Derid doth not 2- 
uſney] buſe himſelf and others, when be ſairh, O tae 
;: and end ſee that the Lord is graciow 53 Nor the-Apo- 
on alle Paul the Epheſians, when he tells them thar 
; nat] Jeſus Chriſt came and preached peace to them that 
nd byf were near, and to them that were afar off ; Nor the 
ron Galatians, when he ſaith, Feſws Chriſt was evidently 
r fora ſet forth, crucified among?t them : ' Neither doth 


e, vo J*9 juggle, or caſt a miſt before bis own and 0- 
oh uf thers eyes, when he ſaith, with rbeſe ex25 he ſhall 
-achel} ſee bis Redeemer ; although we take the interpre- 
.| tation of Mercer on the place, of his Recovery 

d and here. What though the Apoſtles ſaw our Sa- 
ena viour in the fleſh, beard his Sermons, and con- 
xd] verſed daily with bim ; may not Chriſtians 
| bail now-a-dayes ſee him with an eye of Fairty in his 
ola} Word and Sacrament? arid hear him when he 
orma} ſpeaks to us in the Writings of the Apoſtles, as 
It were from Heaven, and by the mouthes of his 

* Ex Miniſters upon Earth ? Muſtno paſſage or phraſs 


of Sctipture be uſed but in its firſt hgnitication ? 
G 4 ſure 
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ſute we are that many AD of the Old Teſts |. 0 
ment are uſed in the New, chiefly or oply by[Dep. | 
way of accommodation. At 
Queft, Do the Nonconforming-Minifters a.[ now, 
mute and abuſe the people when they ſpeak offis thi 
Spiritual deſertions ? conſc 
Anſw. Who (o pleaſe to read Mr. Perkins high Time 
Caſes of Conſcience, Mr. Cape! on Temprations] vers 
and Dr. Sibbs his Souls Conflitt z although theyf gage! 
never {aw Di, Goodwyn, may ſee « Child of Light form 
walking 1» Darkneſs; And in ſuch a caſe I would} and 
not ſend for, as Sax/ did, one to play upon uf thin) 
Inſtrument ; Nor, with a Conformitt Miniſter, and { 
that I kneivy, when his Daughter was in troubkf we 1 
of ming for ber (ins,counſel her to play at Caids] bave 
Oc with another, how leaned ſoever they br firy, 
ſend them to a Theatre ; bur either to ſome able} adva 
Miniiter, or to Prayer & the Promiſes, adviGn}  £ 
them to put them in ſuit in the Court of Heyſ Litu 
ven ; for 'tis God only that kills and make: alive} A 
he wounds and be beals : In bus preſence # lift;} that 
and his withdrawipg or deſerting of the ſoulf be © 
though for a time oply, is «4 the ſbadew of dratbY xers, 
If our bleſied Lord on the Crols cryed out, MA part 
God, my God, why bait thou forſaken me ? waatlf} they 
orcat wonder, if a Chiiſtian under the Croſi »f 0 
oft-times complains, Why bideſt thou thy face, aff hav 
] am troubled ? Is the Servant above the Maſic'f a Fi 
If theſe things be done in the green tree, what ſhs 
be dorie 1n the dry? 
Qui 


[89] | 


eſis]. - Oueſt. Are the Nonconformifis Time-ſervers? 
ly by[Deb. p.65. 


Anſa+» If ſo, why do they not ſerve the Times 


1$ 2-[now, and themſelves of the Times ? . Certain it 
ak offis there are ſome now Nonconformiſts, whoſe 


n1 hit 
tions 
the 
Ligh 
Yould 
nN 4 
iſter, 


conſciences would not permit them to ſerve the 
Times in Bradſhaw's or O, Cromwe!'s dayes ; di- 
vers who were turn 'd out for not taking the En- 
vxgement, have (ince been outed for Noncon- 
formity : They could not ſerve the Times then, 
and the Times will not ſerve them now. Can ye 
think we are ſuch Bedlams as to chuſe ſorrow 
1nd ſuffering, Bonds and Impriſonments, when 
we might ſo cafily eſcape all ſufferings, and 
bave all, honourable imployment in the Mini- 
fry, and ſome of us (perhaps ) preferment and 
advancement like our Brethren that conform. 

Quejt, D>o not the Nonconformiſts call the 
Liturgy, Broth ? 

py". a I neverdid ſo, and I approve not any 
that do ; yet poſſibly the expreſſion migbt firſt 
de occaſioned from that ſaying of Biſhop Bor- 
zers, formerly mentioned upon our retaining ſome 
pare of their Service- Book and Ceremonies, /f 
they taſte of our Brath, they may one day come to eat 
of owr Beef, And here let me tell a ficry : 1 
have heard that a conformable Miniſter invited 
a Friend,or Friends, to his Houſe, to eat a piece 
cf Collett-Bref ; ſo he called B:ef roaſted on 
the Lord':-day, and kept uſually cold in the 
Houſe 
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houſe all the week $; with alluſion, *cig to be ſup. 
poſed, to the Rubrick, which ordinarily enjowglu 
the Colle for the Lords day; to bs read all theker 
week after. I think this Conformiſts Beef, alitefybect 
unſavory expretſion with the Nonconformiſyſypon 
Broth. the | 

Queſt. Do not Nonconformiſts generally r&[mult 
proaca and revile the Conformable cMinilters foth Diſſe 
their reading the Common- Prayer, and for theit 
Grave and Decent Habits which they wear ; and 
do not Noxconforming-Mimiters teach them 
to do ? 

Anſw. Ifany there be who ſcorn or mock n 
grave, godly, ſober perſons, for their reading 
the Liturgy, or for their Caſſocks, Girdles, and 
the like, Taks them Donatus for me. Suppoſe ſom: 
few rude perſons ſhould ſlight a Miniſter for his 
Caſſock, are there not others that mock and ject 
at thoſe that want the Canonical Habits ? Ho# 
many are there that preach not,except they have 
a fling at Nonconformiſts ? Are not Noncosfor- 
miſts (corned and ſcofted at on the Stage, from 
the Preſs and from the Pulpit > How are they 
jeered at,'and made 2 May-game, by this in name 
Friendly (bat really (nfriendly) Debate, *Tist0 
bz thought the Author of it did never ſeriouſly 
conſider that ſaying, Non eſt major confuſio quan 
ſeri ex jocr 3 and that other of my Lord Bacon, 
That it ts an inlet to Atheiſm to bring the exerciſe of 
Religion wo contempt un the perſons of ſundry o 

cnaers, 


pf. 
$h#1, For my part, I eſteem ita point of ſeri= 
1s and ſolid Godlineſs, to love, honour, reve- 
hence Piety, Gravity, Learning,and true Worth, 
ikeJybecher in Conformiſts or Noncouformaſts : I look 
upon it as no good evidence that a man is of 
the higher form in Religion, to magnifie and 
multiply the weakneſſes or miſcarriages of a few 
”1 to Diſſenters, to the vilifying and reproach of all 
ot the generality of them. As 'tis an argument 
of an unjuſt Steward, inficad of an bundred to 
write fourſcote or fifty, ſo is it of a falſe and bad 
Accomptant, inſtead of twenty to ſet down fifty, 
fourſcore, or an hundred. *'Tis the method and 
vay of God; whom we ought to imitate, to ovet- 
look the failings of them that are ſincere, to 
obſerve and note the little good he ſees 10 his 
ſervants, and to paſs by or over-look the evil : 
S$the boly Scripture teacheth us in the caſe ard 
carriage of Sarab to her Husband ; of Rabad 
concerning the Spies ; and of the Egyptian Mid- 
wves, Exod.1. 'Tis rot the part of a Bee, but 
of-a Flie (we know) and that not of the beſt ſort, 
to-paſs over a goodly Garden of ſweet Flowers, 
and at laſt to light on a gall'd Back, or a heap of 
R90g- And 'cis but a dirty buſineſs to rake the 
ennels, and throw Clit in the face of Paſlen- 
gers. 


'0n, Qaxeft. Hath not the Author of the Debate 
ef Þ done worthily, like a vigilant Watchman, fore- 
14: 


ſeeirg Davger to Kipg and Kipgdom, to alarm 
both ? 
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both > See Debate, p. 188, 189, 

Anſw. Far be it from me to call the Auth 
of the Debate, Doeg,Ihhmael, or Haman , yet thi 
I may (ay, (without hazard of Truth or Modefty) 
That there is falſe accuſation, mocking and ſcof+ 
fing in the Treatiſe ; and there may be ſome- 
thing of Haman, or ambition, ſuſpeRed to be in 
him, who would infinuate to'his Majeliy, that 'tivn 
not for his ſafety, nor for the peace of his King 
doms, to ſuffer theſe Jews, &c. When the bor- [Si 
to of all the uproar may be this, There isper-, 
haps ſome Mordecat in the Gate or in the Pariſh, 
that will not bow dowa tohim, And yet I dare 
boldly (ay this, That the Enemy could not coun+ 
tervail the Kings damage, if all the Noncorfor. 
miſts were deſtroyed, or baniſhed out of the 
Land, 

What a fondneſs, folly, madneſs is it to im1- 
oin*, that men that pretend Godlineſs, practiſe 
ſobriety, and who arc themſelves, - and who have 
their Cheſts, their All, in the ſame Ship with his 
Majeſty and the State, ſhould 20 about to blow it 
up, or bore holesin ir, to fink "the Veſlel, them 
ſelves and all cogether ? 

It was the ſaying of Mr. Calamy (that Jiferen] 
honeſt, pious Mr. Calamy) before be died, That 


be bad rather ſuffer _= a lawfu! Soverargn, -thas Fei 


be preferred under an {!ſnrper. The Loyalty of 
the Nonconformiſts hath been experimented now 
aDove (even yeals together, who notwithitand- 

ing 
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zo they have ſuffered the loſs of thei Places, 
allings, Livelihoods, yet in patience pofleſs 
ieir Souls, and pray for his Majeſty and the Go- 
mment With all their hearts and ſouls. Ag 
or the bigt Conformiſts, I may ſay to them, 
hen they boaſt of their Loyalty, (confidering 
ne great Honours, Profits, Preferments they 
pjoy under his Majeſty and the Church-Govern- 
nent) If you do good to them which do good to you, 
what thank bave ye ? What do ye more than others ? 
inners alſo do the ſame. 

Queſt, Do not the Nonconformiſts do what 
hey do, onely to at a part, or make a (hew ? If 
t be poſſible, to drain the Peoples Purſes, pre- 
ending Conſcience, but being really moved by 
amal Reaſons ro their preſent Opinions, Pc0- 
ſons, and Practices ? 

Anſw. Some have better (if any have carnal) 
eaſons for their Nonconformity : A hundred, 
wo, of three hundred pound per annum, may 
ikely weigh ſomething with ſome Conformiſts 
00, and might at lealt help to turn the Scales, 
hen the Judgement was in equilibro : And if 
nere be not ſome weight in this with ſome, 
'Wibat's the reaſon that Minifiers-generally are 
; Wore conformable than their Pariſhioners, who 
ave no ſuch weight or byaſs upon them ? As for 
| Weir Gains by their Nenconformity, I may ſay 
ey have not the fifth part of what they had for- 
ierly ; no, not the Tythe of what the Confor. 

milis 
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miſts have : Some of them are forced to york Fore 
With cheir hands, to turn to ſecular imployment, ic 
Ochers, who cannot work nor beg, if others dig] 
not work or beg for them, were in danger tg 5} 
ltarve. 

Oueff. How could that man pretend Conſci. 1/7 
ence tor his Nonconformity, that condemned the 
Common Prayer, and confeſſed he had nevet 
read ir over in all his Life ? - 

| , 


Anſw. Perhaps though he had not 1exd it al en 
ed 


over, he might have read ſome of it, and lik 
not the taſte of it. Bur I put him, (if ſuch a 
one there was) with thoſe hundreds that ſubſcri- 
bed and gave their Aſſent and Conſent to it, and 
to all and every thing contained therein, before 
ever they had ſeen the Book Authoriſed by Par. 
liament ; it being at that time, if printed, yet not 
ſent dows into the ſeveral Diocefles where th: 
were to teſtifie their approbation of ir. 

Queft. Are not Nonconformiſts a ſowr and (ad 
ſort of Chriftians, a Generation not at all San- 
guine , of Melancholy Tempers, moroſe, and 
bur bad Companions ? | 

Anſw, They are not all ſo, nor always ſo, and ['57,? 
ſome of them not at all ſo ; and as good Friends 24 
and Companions as the World hath any. The 
Fogs and Damps are in the lower part of the ny 
Air and Earth, and the Clouds are in the middle ac 
Region ; ail is pure and ſerene, and always 0 
in the upper Region, | Chriſtians of the = | 

IQ) 


yobal 


Firms, Conformiſts or Nonconformifts, are liable 
ift-rimes to be under Darkneſs, and under the 
per of Melancholy for a time : Yet as they ad. 
nnce higber, the Weather is clearer with them ; 
10 Find orcinarily the more perfett Chriſtian, the more 
WY 1G Chriit:4h. Yet this may be ſaid for weep- 
F the ng Chriſtiars, they may have Joy in their 
Hearts, When there are Tears in their Eyes ; 
#the San ſometimes ſhines whilk it rains, Da- 
:+ a1} (#44, ne of the oreatelt Moutners in [ſrael, wit- 
likes [2968 bis watering his Couch with his Tears, &c. 
- [ms yet the ſweet Singer of /ſrae/. Heavineſs 
alures for a Neght, and Foy comes in the Morn- 
»,. And though Chriltians ſometimes deny 
temſelves, yet God doth never deny them any 
lwful Delight; nor did God ever make Godly 
vow to deftroy mens Bodies (though to help 
- the wards the Salvation of their Souls) I have heard 
* 3) Jar Old Mr. Dod obſerved , 7 hat if Godly Sor- 
TT] bas ſhould have killed any man, it might have moſt 
mubably been Adam, (the firit and none of the leaſt 
vimers) becauſe of bis Apoſtacy from God, and Fall 
Tm Happineſs, be and bus Poſterity ; jet he lived 
and [132 years: : ; 
2 nds Queſt. Do Nonconformiſts teach, ThatChri. 
"The tans muſt be ever ſpeaking of God in confe. 
f the (ce with men, or with God in Prayer and Me- 
-4 Wation ? Muſt they bave nothing elſe in their 
- Paths iv all Places, Times, *and Compa- 
8? 
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Anſw, Mr.Shepherd of New-England adviſeti 
hot to entertain good thoughts, if they prove 2 
hindrance to a Chriſtian 1n bis particular -cal- 
ling. And Mr. Carter, coming upon one of his 
neighbours, that was a Tanver, ſuddenly, and 
findipg bim teughing of a Hide; and the man 
exculing himſelf for being found ſo : the Mini- 
ſter anſwered, [ deſire F eſus Chriſt may find mt ſo, 
when be calls for me, or when he comes, that u, 
buſied about the works of my calling, I grantitis 
very commendable for perſons who have abili- 
ty,and have time and leiſure from buſineſs, and 
are in ſutable company, to be often ſpeaking one 
to avother of Chiilt and of Heaven, and to ſtir]. 
up one another to Faith, Love, and Good. works; 
God's People did thus in the Prophet Malachy' 
dayes,(Mal.3.) and they that did ſo,are efteem- 
ed God's Jewels ; but With us, at leaſt by many 
amongſt us, ſuch kind of perſops are as vile 
(though not ſo common ) as the ones in the 
fireec- Inother Religions they account of men 
the more and the better, the more religious they 
ſeem to be, and the more preciſe, (tri&t and pun- 
&11al they are in the obſervation of the Ruleso 
their Religion : So the Papitt,"{o the Turk. 
The Tarks account all Fools to bz Saints : and 
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the delights of Piayes and other divertiſments? 

Anſw, Dr. Heylin in his Geography obſerves 
that che Proteſtant Miniſters in France are ſo 
frait-laced as not to allow of mixt dancing, The 
Nonconformiſts here are not all of this Judge- 
ment ; they did not, do not uſe to enquire be- 
fore perſons approach unto the Lord's Table, 
whether or no, where, when, or how often they 
have danced? whether they go to ſee Comx- 
dies, &c. I my ſelf have been asked whether 
Dancing was lawful ? I anſwered, Dancing was 
lawful ; but whether mixt dancing was, they 
could tell better than | : 1f it was to them a mo-» 
tive or incitement to evil, to them it Was un- 
lawful, elſe I dare not condemn it as finful ; I 
mil not make more fins than the holy Scripture, 
1nd the Light of Nature has diſcovered to be ſo. 

As for Stage-Playes, ifthey were reformd and 
regulated, ſo as to have no curling or ſwearing, 
nothing of laſciviouſneſs and wantonneſs, no- 
thing of impiety or prophaneſs, no putting on 
of Apparel not belonging to the ſex bythe AR- 
4 ors, 1 ſhould lock on them as one of the beſt 

Recreations ; only I would not have ſeeing of 
| Playes be made a mans work or buſineſs, and that 
thich ſhould be but a divertiſment be a man's 
whole imployment : But as they are frequently . 
{made and acted (if we may believe reports) they 

Jauſt have ſtronger Champions than I to throw 


Jown the Gantletzos take it up in their defence. 
H 'Iis 
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'Tis well known the Ancient Fathers of th 
Church, and ſome reverend and learned men, 
Sons of the Church of Egland, have condemned 
them, Dr. Reynolds, D>ctor of the Chair at Or. 
ford, (and we are told a Conformiſt too) wrote 
2024ainſt them ; Dr. Andrew River ( Proteſlor of 
Divinity, and Tutor to the Prince of Orange, and 
one: that remembred the condition of our 
Sovereign, when in Exile, in his laſt hours and 
Prayers ) is no friend to them ; And Dr. Fern, 
afterward Biſhop of Cheſter, offered to joyn with 
ſome Presbyterian Miniſters, in declaring for 
the ſanRification of the Lord's day, and againſt 
Stage-playes in the late times, Yet as for thoſe 
that go toſee them, I do not, I dare not there- 
fore judge them no Chriſtians, or no good Chij- 
ſtians, becauſe ſometimes they are ſeen in the 
Theatre, though ofrener in the Church : I muſt 
confeſs that that inference | I may ſee a Picture, 
therefore a Play} is but weak and dark, and but 
the (hadow of an Argument : For thoſe who 
condemn ſuch Repreſentations on the Stage, do 
, the like 1n a Picture ; that is, they damn laſci- 
vious & wanton, PiCtures,Books, & Songs ag well 
as Playes. Again, the ſzeing of a Piture good 
or bad, hath not (I conceive) ſuch a powerful in- 
flaence on us, as the ating or perſonating on 
the Stage hath; We are not uſually ſo affected 
by reading of a Book as by heating a Speech ; 
the voice and ation ſpeak louder, and are oft- 
nt 
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ner heard, than a dumb ſhadow or a filent picture, 
However, to conclude this matter, 1 think the 
Author cf the Friendly Debate had much better 


| have ſpent his time in hearing or ſeeing of Plays, 


than 1n writing of that Treatiſe ; yea that he 
might as well, and to as good purpoſe have gone 
abour to hind Gut the wandring Jew (he [peaks of) 
as to find Evidence to p:ove the generality of 
Nonconformilt- Miniſters acitber good Subjects, 
nor 200d Chriſtians. 

Queſt. What they, do you think that the Au- 
thor of the F. Debate was not well imployed in Y 
writing theſe Books, and in diſcovering the vani- 
ty and childiſhneſs of Mc, 7. #'s Writings, or 
the falieneſs and dangerouſneſs of Mr. W. B. his 
Books to the World ? 

Arſw, As for Mr. T. #.1 have heard that he 
hath written divers uſeful Books 3 and I ſuppoſe 
in that Book or Books criticiſed upon, might 
have been found matter as well as phraſes, and 
ſome great as well as little things: and if a 
man had a mind to carp and cavil at other mens 
works, as the Author of the Debate doth, he 
might pull ſome of the Fathers by the Beards, 
and tell them alſo they have written very chile- 
iſhly. All men write not in the ſame (tile and 


phraſe, or in the like method; as all Cooks 
dreſs not the ſame joynt of meat with the ſame 
ſauce, and garniſh not the diſh in the ſame 
manner When they ſend it up, And lome Rea- 

H 2 
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ders and Auditors like one way of writing ot 
ſpeakirg ; ſome another; (elſe what need ſuch 
variety of Gifts? ) burall tend to the Edifica- 
tion of the Church. The Scholar is taken with 
one Way of preaching or writing, the Citizen 
with another, the Countryman with another, 
Mr. Calvin, Mr, Farrel, Mt. Viret, all three, 
had their Excellencies, one in this way and man- 
ner, and another in that : If the DoRtine which 
15 preached or printed, be ſound and wholſome, 
, hat though the ſtile and phraſe be not compleat 
and polite? If thy meat be good and ſavory, 
what though not ſerved up in a Lordly D:(h? I 
had rather have wholſome Food in an Earthen 
Platter, than Poyſon in a Golden Charger. I 
ſuppoſe all Conformiſts have not the {ame low opi- 
mon of Mr, T.#, if it bs true which I heard, 
that one of them preached one of his Piinted 
Sermons, and that a Citizen his Auditor, after 
Sermon went to him with a Thank you Mr. W:t- 
ſon for your pains, 

Oxeft. Doth not Mr, #. preach and print dan- 
gerous and poiſonous DoEtrines, ſuch as tend 
towards Commotion, and diſturbance of the pub- 
Iick Peace ? 

Anſw. If he do, I leave him to apologize for 
himſelf, I will be no Advocate in ſuch matters; 
And if he doth, he is condemned by thoſe of his 
own way, I mean our Brethren of the Congrega-« 
tional Church; Twenty nine Miniſters of that 

Judge. 
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Judgement, as to Church-Goverment, being in 
and about the City, publiſhed a Renunciation 
and Declaration againſt the borrid InſurreRtion 
and Rebellion acted by Yenner and his Confede- 
rates, to Which they (ſubſcribed their Names : In 
concluhon of Which, they declare as followeth, 
We ceaſe not to pour out our bearty prayers for all ſorts 
of Bleſſings, ſpiritual and temporal, upon the Per= 
ſon and Government of his CMajeity, both in onr 
Congregations, Families, and Retirements ; and 
through Gods grace, according to owr Duties, ſhall 
continue ſo to do our ſelves, and to perſwaie others 
thereunto; and to live quietly and peaceably, wn all 
Godlineſs and honeſtly. And as to the Actings and 
Reſolutions of Yenner and his party, they ſay, 
The IniFruments of ( ruelty are in their Habua- 
tions. Curſed be their Anger, for it was fierce ; and 
ther Wrath, for it was cruel, And we each one ſay, 
0 my Soul, come not thou into their Secrets ; unto 
their Aſſemblies, mine Honour, be not thou wnted : 
But let God divide them in Facob, and ſcatter them 
ww Iſracl., Mr. Bridge was not in Town theo, 
which may be ſuppoied the Reaſon we find nor 

bis Name amongſt the Subſcribers. 
As for Y. B. whether bis Writings be ſo faul- 
ty as they are charged to bein the Debates, I 
cannot tell, having not read them ; but a Con- 
formable DoRor told me, that he bad ſearched 
them, and that the Author of the Debate bad 
dealt difingeviouſly in his quotations oi hiTz7c. 
H 3 Q weſts 
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Qu:ft. May not every whit #8 much be ſaid, 
for tne Papiſts, why they ſhould be tolerated, ut 
to the publick exerciſe of their Religion, as for 
Noncouformiſts > Do not they profeſs all Loyalty hem, 
to his Majzlily, and declare againſt all Rebel-f, 
lion ? , they © 

Anſw. The Papifts depend upon a forraigt fy att, 
Power in Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs,ſuperiour (as they [purd 
think) to his Majeſty. And it was ſubſcribed byJ,q P, 
twelve Biſhops in [reland, as follows : Therf;, the 
Religion ts ſuperſtitions and 1dolatrous, their FaubIFxec 
and Doltrine erronions and heretical, their Church in pits, 
reſpett of both, « Apoſtatical. Whereas the Nov- 
conformiſts, whether Presbyters or Congregationiſts, |} 
agree With the Church of England in the Do- 
Ctrine of Faith and Sacraments, differ not in any 
ſ1b{tantial part of Religion from her, What 
tie Papilis praftice hath been, how dangerons to 
t1e Civil Peace, the Hiſtory of Exglard in Q. 
Elizabeth's days, can tell us, That "ts wnpoſſi» 
ble for any Nation tobe free from Troubles or Trea- 
ſon, ſo long as they ſuffer Feſuites amongſt them, 
ſaith Watſon in his Q«odlibets, And that be and 
his Orcer were not (o g00d and loyal as they pre- 
tznded, may b» gueſſed from hence, that he him- 
ſ2It was afterwards executed for Treaſon, 

Moreover Papiſts cannot, when they have}: 
power,long live without perſecuting Proteſtants, 
ſaith a Reverend Door: Hence may appeat 
that we ſce K.H, 111. of France, ſtabb'd and 

/ damn'd 


[203 
wn'd, becauſe he would not perſecute them enough, 


e aid, the Anſwer to the Papiſts Apology, p.21, 

ed, uf As for Quakers, they may ſeem co be the very 
4s fot oawn of the Ro:niſh Emidlaries, proſelyted by 
alt) hem, bur made moredangerous to Magiltrates, 


*$2d all Civil Softety, by this one Principle thar 
. (they hold, 412. Thar they ought to be guided and 
all Inatt, not by the Scripture, nor according to the com« 
they [mend of the Crvil Magiſtrate, or Spiritual Guides 
ed dyBowd Paſtors; but by any ſudden Flaſh or Light with= 
T her ;y thems, 1 am nor ſatisfied to have a band in the 
FathExecution of the Sapguinaty Laws agaipit Pa- 
GAL piſts, yet ſhould be loth to try how Sanguine oc 
"Jgood naturd they would be, if they bad power 
in their hands to execute the Wiit De Heretico 
rmburendo. If we may ſay of them, (as they 
uſe to ſay of Fire and Water) They are good Ser- 
vents; I am ſure "tis as true, That they are but 
bad Maſters. 

Queſt. How can we agree to live quietly with 
theſe Nonconformiſts? Are they not lo much di- 
vided from us in their Judgement, that they di» 
vide from us in their Language alſo; and in fine 
would bring all things into a Babel of Confu- 
hon ? Cont, p.1, 

Anſw. The greater number of them, I pre- 
ſume, ſpeak as others doz and conform to that 
vidinary phraſe, Well, I crhank, God. If any when 
enquired of about their Health, ſay, 1 am well, 
through Mercy ; they do but as the French Pro- 
H 4 teſtants 
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teftantsdo; they are ſurely few in compariſos 
that ſay ſo commonly ; and I do not remembetf 


one Miniſter that uſeth to ſay ſo; they that do, ſhis Co 
poſſibly have recovered from ſome ſickneſs, order of 
eſcaped ſome danger, which occahons them toffr fro 


uſe this expreſſion : But if you will be critical; ſear pi 
ſome think ir a ſign of a greater humility to ſay; ſejeRe 
1 am well through mercy, thay the other, / ammay t 
well I thank God ; However it is not {© liable toſThe F 
exception 25 to ſay, / am welt y* faith, as I haveſPaper 
heard that ſome Conformilts do, although Bi-ICoven 
ſhop Sarnderſon doth not approve of that lan-[wt th 
ouage in common diſcourſe, We do not hold|your 
it unlawful to uſe the natne of God in our Salu- ffobs . 


tations as Boaz. did ; and can ſay and pray, God 
ſave the King as heartily as your ſelves, I know 
po Nonconforming-Minifters that hold it unlaw= 


2ſt 
you N 
duced 


ful ro reach Chilaren their Catechiſm & Prayers ſremor 
leſt they ſhould take God's Name in vain. And 
yet I muſt have leave to ſay, that a reverend Bi- 
ſhop doth reckon that we fin againſt the third 
Commandment, by an irreverend and cuſtomary 
mention of God's great and glorious Name up+ 
on trivial occaſions; and a learned DoRor in 
bis Expoſition of the third Commandment, makes 
it a duty not to uſe the Name of God but with 
oreat reverence. See Dy, Par. Catech, 

Queſt, Are Nonconformiſts moſt guilty of 
breaking the third Commandment in the main 


ſenie ? See Cont: p, 4, 
Anſw, 
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riſod} Anſw. Mr. Caſe, Mr. Edwards, and the Londen 
mbetMinitters (cited by the Author of the Debate in 
t doyfhis Continuation) all prove they were very ten- 
s, order of the breach of an Oath, defirous to keep 
m toffar from 1t themſelves; and to ſave others, with 
ical ffear plucking them ont of the fire ; and the preſent 
ſay; fejxRed and dejected eltate of the Nonconformiſts 
[ am|may teſtifie, that they are ſuch as fear an Oath, 
le tofThe Prerbyterians are bold to (ay in one of their 
haveſPapers to his Majeſty, That the Obligation of the 
| Bi-[Covenant wpon the Conſcrences of the Nation, was 
lan- [wt the weakeſt Inſtrument of bis Return. Asto 
hold [your citations out of Mr. John Goodwyn and Mr. 
alu- ffobs Lilborne, 1 ſay there lyeth an Exception a- 

GedJuainſt the Witneſſes in the Caſe ; as I ſuppoſe 
now fyou might ſay, if their Teſtimonies were pro- 
la: fduced againſt the Hierarchy, Liturgy, and Ce- 
yers iemontes; 

And] Queſt, What may be the cauſe the Author of 
| Bi- [the Debate is ſo fierce againſt the Proteſtation 
hird Juken by the Parliament before the War, and 
nary [nbich his late Majeſty excepted not againſt when 
 up« [taken, although he was then at Whitehall ? 

rin} Anſw. The true Reaſon may be this; becauſe 
akes Jthe Houſe of Commons put out an Interpretati- 
vith Jon, that by the Dettrine of the Church of England, 
which they promiſed to maintain, they meant onely 
' of Ithe Doftrine in oppoſition to Popery and Popiſh Inno- 
ain tions, and did not thereby oblige themſelves or 
thers to the maintenance of the Diſcipline and Go- 
VErnment, 


ALL 
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vernment. If that had been in, 'tis to be thought], 
it would have gone down as eafily with men off 
his way, 2s the Er-cetera'Oath did, concerninef*'© 
which the Hiſtorian gives us this account; Tharf\2P* 
ſome Biſhops preſſed it on Miniſters before the dayÞ** 
required to take it by the Canon, and enjoyned theml uth 
to take it kneeling ; a Ceremony not exalted or oþ.ſc 
ſerved in taking the Oath of Alleagiance and Supre. © 
macy Full. Hiſt. 6.11. p.17, futat 

Queſt. What is to be thought of the Continue-|® S2 
tion of the Friendly Debate ? 

Anſw, It ſeems to bs an anfriendly Continga- the 
tron of Debate and Sirife, contrary to the ARt of|® *! 
Indempnity, and to be a continued breach of 
that Law in the verydelign of it; Elſe, why,|***" 
contrary to the AQ of Oblivion, doth he rake up" 
th2 memory of what was written and preached 1d 
before and in the Wars, and that ſometimes by #3 
perſons very little conſiderable for their parts, the 1 
learnipg,or place amonelt their own party ? and] Pe 
why doth he charge thoſe things upon the Non-| M3) 
conformilts of this Generation ? Lon 

Out. Were not Nonconformiſts even from V0! 
the beginning of Nonconformity generally veiy Tim 
peeviſh, impudent, cenſorious, and diſobedienty N<2 
to Authority ? this 

eA»nſw, The Old Puritans ( if we believe the 1” 
Hiſtorian, and he was a Conformiſt and a Digni-f| , < 
tary) were hum. ':, mech,, patient hoſpitable, cha-f 128 
ritabl:, as in bis Cenſures of, ſo in bus Alms to, did 
0: hers, 


to] 
 abers. Dy. Full: H, 6. xx. 220, Andif we be- 
-noſieve the Author of the Debate, the Ancient 
PNonconformiſts were ( many of them ) men of 
ber and peaceful principles, and did ſubmit to 
Authority , and were enemies to Separation z 
uch were Mr, Ball, Mr. Geere, and all thoſe who 
_Inere the Authors of that grave and modeſt Con- 
utation of the Error and Sect of the Brown#ts, 
Szparatifts, publiſhed by Mr:RetFband. 
Queft, Have not ſome of the High Sons of 
!inug.|the Church changed their Principles in relation 
\& of|i0 King and Parliament ? 
ch of] A»ſw- Time was when they pleaded Rirongly, 
why, [here the Word of a King u there ts power : But 
ke uof)ately when his Majeſty publiſhed a Declaration 
cheg[#dout Ecclehaſtical Aﬀairs, &c. then their note 
es by| 948 changed 3 That was no Law (they ſaid) and 
arts, [ihe King could nor do it without the Parltament. 
> 2nd And yet then the Houſe of Commons gave his 
Non. | Majeſty thanks for doingit, Time was when a 
Long Parliament was accounted by them a grie- 
f:om| Yous Diſeaſe, and now it is the great Remedy, 
vety Time was When they cryed down all Parlia- 
liency Ments ; now they cry up this, Whence comes 
this change > 1 anſwer, The calc is altei'd, 
the quoth Ploydey. 
Qweſt, Is this good Logick, or ſolid reaſon- 
cha. ing 3; Mc. Lewes Hughes, Mr Vicars, Mr. Bridges 
; to, did write thus and thus in the War-time ; Ergo, 
-r;,0 or therefore the Nonconform:ſts at preſent are all 
thus and thus ? Anſw 


Supre 


tinueell 
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Anſw. I deny the Conſequence, as the Au: fin 


thor of the Debate would, and well might. If a 
man ſhould argue thus :- Mr, YYVkite ſet out a 
Book of a hundred (which he called) Scandalous 
Miniſters that were ejected by the Parliament: 
If we grant ſome of thoſe hundred were ſcands 
lous, therefore all that were ejected in thoſe 
dayes, were ſcandalous, Or thus: They ay | 
one Wallis of Glouceſter publiſhed a Book of ſcan- 
dalons words and deeds of perhaps twenty ot 
thirty now Conformable. Miniſt:rs ; therefore if 
ſome of thzm were guilty, all that conform are 
faulry in like manner. 

Queſt. Is it an argument or evidence of emi- 
nent Godlineſs, and of extraordinary Chatity, 
to charge thouſands with Errors or miſcarriages 
cf half a dozen or half a ſcore? | 

Anſw. No. God, who is Love it ſelf, would 
have ſpared Sodom for the ſake of ten righteous 
perſons, And ſurely our enemies when they are 
ſerious and ſober, and their paſhons not predo- 
minant, both of old and of late, might find (if 
they would look about) more than ten righteous 
perſons, godly, meek, modeſt, charitable and 
peaceable among the Noxcoyformiſts. In the be- 
vinning of the Reformation, there were a ſort of 
Anabaptiits roſe up in Germany, and did horrid 
things at Munſter and elſewhere ; was the fault 
therefore in the Reformation > Although the 
Papilts uſe to charge 1t upon the Proteſtant Re. 

ligsion, 
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ſgion, that it is the Spring and Fountain of Se- 
 Lition and Rebellion where it is received ; Yet 
toth We, and our Brethren Conforms#s, are able 
wipe off that foul aſperfion ; and ſo ate the 
Nonconformi#ts of theſe dayes, the dirt that is 
: Ihrown in their faces by the aforeſaid Author. 
If any have called Conformilts Egyptians, Baby- 
mans, Canaanites, Antichriſtians,or the like, let 
itnot be charged on thoſe that diſapprove and 
condemn their ſayings. If any ſpeak in the 
Clouds, and you fancy they challenge to them- 
elves a power by Prayer to rain down Blood 
upon us, let it not be charged upon them that 
lve quietly and peaceably in the Land, & teach 
nen io to do by their life and doQtrine, if they 
reach at all, If there be any man that deſigns 
by preaching or otherWiſe, to throw the Nation 
into War and Blood again, I wiſh he may pro- 
ſhefie in Sackcloth; And when he pretends to 
your out Vials of Wrath, his threatnings may be 
like water ſpilt upon the ground, 
Que. Do Nonconformaſts look ſhortl yto ſhut 
Heaven, and turn Waters into Bloud? C, 
Anſw, Mr. Parkgr of New- England printed a 
bok on Daniel's Viſions and Prophefies, Anno 
1646. and according to him there will be no 
ſhutting of Heaven, no turping of Waters into 
Blood, at leaſt no putting aft of the V Vitneſſes 
uckcloth (which ſaith our Atthor (Contin. of Fr. 
0b. p,142-) Mr, . B. now expects) till the 
year 


| 10 
year 1856, when we (hall be all, Conformif 


them 


and Nonconformilts, at peace in our Grayes, If hved 


Mc, W.B, diſcourſe of ſuch Prophecies in his 
Sermons, I aſſure you he and one more are all 
that I can hear of, that meddle to preach on ſuch 
\:bje&ts. I amtold, Thoſe that preach in pri 
vate, preach Faith and Repentance, and meddle 


not with matters relating to the Government ei-[ 


ther of Caurch or State, And 1Iwas lately ask- 
ing a prime Nonconformilt,and an able Preacher, 


Minif 
were 


what be ſaid to that Objection in the Debate, thu] yje;: 
the Nonconformiſts did not preach up Obedience toy, 
AMagifrates ? He very zealouſly and confident-l\yu 
ly replied, They did it, and that more than the 
Conformifts themſelves. 

Queft. Do not the Conformiſts, ſome of them 


medale ſometimes with the interpretivg and ap- 
plying phraſes and notions they meet with in the 
Revelations ? 

Anſw, Biſhop Williams , - Biſhop of Ofſary, 
wrote a Book to prove the Long Parliament 
Antichriſt ; and he or another made Ol: ver Crow 
wel Antichriſt; and Dr. Fuller in his Chaurch-H! 
iFory, writes of one that obſerved that the Cove 
nant had in it the Number of the Bealt, One 
hundred ſixty fix; confilting, as he ſaid, of ul 
io many words, 

Queſt, Were not the old Nonconformi 
much better then thoſe in-our days? C. 

Anſw. Theiz Nonconformity did not - 

tne! 


'mifi 


Iil 
them ſo much as 1t doth us ; and in the times they 


8. liJved, they were likely accuſed as we are now : 


n his 


When we are as they now, really (as well as Le- 
glly) dead, it may be we may have a good word 
uſo. 

In Queen Elizabeth's days the Nonconfore 
wits were not more pliant or complying, than 
they are now, There were not the Tythe of the 
Miniſters then ejeRed, to what fince. There 
were More bitter Books put out then againſt the 
Hierarchy, than are now. If I miſ-remember 
not, the Nonconformiſts gave the firſt Charge 
then, but nowW-a-days we are alarum'd and aſ- 
fulred once and again, and no man appeared 
jblickly ro defend our Principles or Practices, 
We are loaded with Reproaches, and many grie- 
yous and heavy things laid to cur charge, and no 


nan for a long time 1n our name in print ſo much 


6 pleaded Not Guilty, and cftcred to Traverie 
the Inditment, or put himſelf upon the Tryzl of 
tis Country, Say not therefore that the Noz- 
anſormiits of former times were better, more 
reaceable, more modeſt then theſe, 

If any man, though in the heat of his paſſion, 


Jand in the heat of the War, have cailed the Con- 


fomiſts Gentiles, Uncircumciſed, Phuliſtines, 
Foyptians, Babylomans, the Brood of the Serpent, 
nd have denied pardon of fin and Heaven to 


Ithem becauſe of their Conformity, 1 think he 
Jought to repent of ſuch hard ſayings, and uncha- 


11table 
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ritable Cenſures of his Brethren and Fellow-ferd chir 
vants, and to bring forth Fruits meet for Repen.| Joby 
tance for the time to come, viz. To lay a Lawoff ther 
Love and Kindneſs upon his Tongue and Pen, uf ike 
long as he lives. *Tisto be hoped the nun-Jeſte 
ber of thoſe that had ſuch unbridled Tongues 1r,/ 
and Pens, was very ſmall ; the inftances youl thei 
bring of ſuch intemperate heats, and irregular} Wh 
z2al, are taken out of the Furnace of the late] gþle 
War ; and that too, after the fire had been raked] and 
up in Aſhes by many years peace, and fully] con! 
quenched by the Ac of Oblivion and Indempni- dagh 
ty- If we hada mind to recriminate and retali-| £ 
ate, we could repeat much foul Language, and con 
bitter reviling ſpeeches, by ſome of your way way 
againſt us alſo. But theſe are not the methods] on | 
of Peace. I defire therefore that all ſuch mat} The: 
rers may be forgiven and forgotten on both lides,] Cong 
and remembred onely or chiefly by the Anthors] Bi 
and Abzcrors of them, that they may, if they] fe 
have not already, repent of them more than in} 4 
Dult and Aſhes. muc 

ueſt, Did not the Scots in [relard write tol wor d 
their Brethren in Scot/axd to ſend over Minilters] Mr, 
to them, in ſuch lavguage,as it they thought there] a ſm 
had been bur little of Religion amongſt them inf not | 
that Countrey, during the Reign of the Bi-J?, E 
ſhops? C. on 11 

Anſw. There might be many dark Corners inf his ( 
Ireland for want of Oyl to maintain Lamps, me Tha 

ching 
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W-fetof ching Miniſters I mean, juch as (hbuld be like 
epen Fobn BapesFt, burning and ſhining Lights among 
Law off them. The Scotiſh Presbyterians, if they 
en, u]like their Brethren in England, had e Reverend 
pun-Jeſteem of Archbiſhop #/her, and the Biſhops of 
neue] Ireland, for the Iriſh Articles of Religion, and 
:$ you] their zeal againſt the toleratiop of Poprry there, 
egular] Who or what was the cauſe of the (carcity of 
ie late] able Miniſters, except want of Maintenance, 
\Taked] and fear of the Irith Papiſts, 1 know not ; but 
| fully] confident I am, the Biſhops of Armagh and Ar- 
MPpni-] dagh were not, if any other Biſhops. 

etalt-} Queſt, Have not the Nonconformiſis a bigh 
» and] conceit of themſelves, and thoſe of their own 
I Way] way, and a low efteem ct all others for Religt- 
xthodt]on and Godlineſs > Doth not Mr, Baynes ſay, 
1 Mate} There is more of God and his Religion in ſome one 
lides,] Congregation of 4 ſilenced Minifter, than in all the 
1thots] Biſhops Families in» England ? And doth not Dr, 
they] Ames approve that of Mr. Baynes ? 

naninſ} Anſw. I have beurd that Dr. Ames had ſo 
much charity for Corvixw, that he ſaid, He did 
te tof nor dowbe but to meet bim in Heaven : Why then 
ulters] Mr, Bayzes pafſeth, and Dr. Ames approveth ſuch 
there] a ſmart Cenſure on the Biſhops Families, I can- 
em ia not tell... Yet 'cis not to be imagined that Mr: 
& Bi-J?. Baynes meant that the Biſhops had no Religi- 
on in their Families ; If ſo, I cannot commend 
rs inf bis Charity. Ithink this is a ſure and clear truth, 
pret-| That neither Biſhops nor filenced Miniſters can 
chivg I be 
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be ſaid to have all Religion or no Religion 4. 
mongſt then: and their Followers. 1 hold a Mo- 
nopoly in Religion as unlawful, as ſome haye 
thought thoſe in the State illegal.  Neverthe- 
leſs it muſt be confeſled, That the Articles of Vi- 
fitation, or the InjunRions of the Great Apoltle 
St. Paul, are Canonical : eA Biſhop mu#t rule bu 
own Howſe well ; for if 4 man know not how torule 
his own Houſe, how ſhall he takg care of the Church 
of God? 1 Tim.3-4z5. He that wires the Life 
of Archbiſhop #ſher, tells us, That he bad four 
times a day Prayer in his Houſe z that there was 
an hour ſpent in Catechifing once a Week, wiz, 
every Fryday; that he had on the Lords day in the 
Evening the Sermon which he preached in the 
Morning, repeated in his Chappel by one of hig 
Chaplains. This was the way to have a Church 
in his Houſe. All Biſhops do not write after this 
Canon, nor this Copy. I know a Miniſter, 
learned, ſober, and z2alous Conformitlt, that af- 
ter he had been with his Dioceſan, at his Houſe 
or Palace, to ſubſcribe; came home with a ſad 
heart, and profeſſed it was not for any thing he 


had done, but for the prophaneſs and diſordet ! 


he obſerved in the Biſhops Family amongſt his 
Servants. *'Tis to the great commendation of 
the preſent Archbiſhop of Canterbury, that which 
18 reported of him, Fhat he keeps a 200d Houſe; 
thit is, in Biſhop Goodman's Diale&, be ſpend 
Church-Means in a Churchly manner; And that 


bel 
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he keeps 2 CIO PON, bes Houſe, allows not De- 
diuchery ; if a Servant be drunk once, there's no 
place for a ſecond Error, If fo, it Tuſt be ac- 
knowledged that th:re is Dilcipline in that 
School, whete nothing ſaves but a promnm tems. 


Fu Doth bis Majeſties Coronation- Oath 
to protect the Biſhops and their Priviledges ro 
his power, (as every good King in his Kingdoms 
in right ought to proteR and actend the Biſhops 
and Chutches under their Government) hinder 
bis Majeſty, that he any not regulate the Juriſ- 


| dition of Biſhops, or remove the controverted 


Ceremonies out of the Church ? 

Anſw. Hear Mr. Geree, one whom the Anthor 
of the Friendly Debate calls a diicreet Presbyte. 
tan: Toe King, ſaith he, & ſworn to maintasn the 
Laws of the Land in force at bis Coronation ; and 
jet "185 not unlawful after to abrogate any, upon the 


"| mot0n, or with the conſent of his Parliament. The 


King # bound to maintain the Rights of the Clergy, 
#hillt they continue ſuch ; but ta of their Rights 
be abrogated by juſt Power, be fFands no longer en- 
gaged in that particular, If any Privileages of 
the Clergy, prove prejudicial or contrariant to 
the Laws and Liberties and Priviledges of the 
People; which the King is bound to maintain ; 


| the King may lawfully relieve his other SubjeQts, 
a by paſſing ſuch Bills as may take away ſuch Pri- 


His Majeflies Oath firſt made to his 


niledges. 
| = Sub- 


WiIima 
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Subjeas in general, being lawful, cannot be 
voided or ſuperſeded by his after-Oath to the 
Clergy. And as for the Laws about Ceremo. 
nies, they are not like thoſe of the Medes and 
Perſians, unchangable ; but may be changed,and 
the Rices and Ceremonies now in uſe, may be 
aboliſhed by the ſame power by which they were 
here eſtabliſhed. 

*eft, Did the Noxnconformifts generally 
make Addrefles formerly to Oliver Crommwel and 
Richard Cromwel ? 

Anſw, For my own part, I never made any 
Addreſs to O. C, or R. C. And the onely Addreis 
that the Presbyterian- Minitters of the City of 
London, made to O,C. was for the ſaving the 
Life of Dr. Hewitr, As for Addrefles to KR. C, 
divers Now-Conformiſts as well as Nonconformiſts, 
did joyn in them, as they did alſo generally to 
General Monk for a Free Parliament in Order 
to his Majeltics Reſtauration, 

Queſt. Are not all Laws once made, rigoroul- 
ly to be put in execution neceſlarily, and eſpeci- 
ally Laws concerning Ecclefiſtical Ataitrs ? 

Anſw, Lavs that are lawful and neceſſary to 
the Eſſe or Being of the Church or State, are 
doubrlefs to be put in execution.; not ſo thoſe 
always, that tend to Order and Decency. Su- 
preme Governours may, upon juſt occaſion, fot- 
bear infliing the Penalties upon Offenders 4- 
eainlt penal Statutes. Yea Excommunication, 

that 


Vim 


[x17] 
that Great Church-Cenſure, may be ſuſpended, 
when the major part of a Church are infeted 
with ſome Errour, or are guilty of ſome ſcanda- 
fous offence, the end of Laws Eccleſiaſtical 
and Civil, being the peace of Church and State ; 
where the execution of Laws may occaſion more 
harm than good, more dilquet than peace, there 
the ſupreme Power may for a time wave the ex- 
at and rigorous execution of them. His Ma- 
jeſty in his Declaration to all his loving SubjeRs, 
Decemb.26.1662. publiſhed by the Advice of 
his Privy Council, conceives the power of dil. 
penſing with the Penalty (upon thoſe who living 
peaceably do not Conform) to be inbereot in 
him. Some Laws are made in terrorew, like 
Rods in a School. *Tis not intended that every 
Offender and every Offence ſhould be preſently 
puniſhed, according to the utmoſt ſeverity of 
them. The Common Law in ſome Caſes ſeems 
to necd a Chancery, to moderate the rigor of ir, 
left that ſummun jus, prove ſumma 1njuria. He 
who will not allow his Majeſty to ſave ſome by 
dis Prerogative, who ate caſt by the Laiv, robs 
him of a principal Flower of his Crown, his very 
Crown and Glory, and that is, His C L E- 
MENCY. 

weft. Were not the Old Puriters, as they 
uſed ro call the Nonconformiſts, Enemics to the 

Kings Supremacy ? 
Anſw, Ina Treatiſe of Learned Mr. Bradſhaw, 
I 3 Who 


Wits 
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who wrote of Jultification, there is a Proteſts. 
tion by them made of the Kipgs Supremacy, in 
theſe words: We hold and maintain the ſame An. 
thority and Swpremacy in all Cauſes, and over al 
Perſons, Cyvil and Eccleſiaſtical, granted to Que 
Elizabeth, to be due in full and ample manner, 
(without any limitation or qualification) to the King, 
and his Heirs and Succeſſors for ever. Newuher ® 
there, to our knowledge, any one of ws but bath 
been moſt willing to ſubſcribs and ſwear unto the 
ſame, according to formof Statute. And we deſire 
that thoſe that ſhall refuſe the ſamr, may bear their 
own Iniquity. 

Queſt. Were not the Nouconformiſts in forme: 
times diſobedient to the Laws? And did they 
not refuſe to conform our of . humour and ſtub. 
bornneſs, and not out of Conſcience ? 

Anſw. The ſame Mr. Bradſhaw in the ſame 
Treatiſe, proteſts in their Name, as followeth: 
We never refuſed Obedience to any Laws or Com- 
mandments of the King or State whatſoever, but 
onely to ſuch as we have proved, or are ready to prove, 
if we might be beard, tobe contrgry to the Word of 
God, And we are ready to take our ſolemn Oath! 
before the Throne of Fuſtice, That the onely Can|t 
of our refuſal of Obedience to thoſe Canons of the 
Prelates,for which we are at preſent ſo extremely af- 
fi thed, us meer Conſcience, and a fear to ſin againit 
Uud, And if by dne form of Rraſoning, we ma) 
be convinced in our Conſciemes of the contrary, wt 

art 
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art 4s willing as any Subjetts in the Realm to obey 
and conform. 

Queft. Bur is it at all material what the 
Nonconformiſts (m2ar ? ate not our preſent Non- 
conformifts guilty of takivg God's Name' into 
their mouths backward and forward, and never 
bluſh 2 Yide Contin- p.18, 

Anſw. It was the conſcience of an Oath, and 
2care to prevent the great guilt of Perjury, that 
made Dr. Hill, one of the late Aſſembly, when 
Vice-Chancelor of Cambridge, and the Univer- 
fity in thoſe Cayes, to inſert thoſe explanatory 
clauſes in the Qaths of thoſe who took degrees, 

Viz. Furabis te hec omnia & reliqna Academe 
Statute ( quatenus ipſa ad te ſpettant ) vel fideliter 
obſervaſſe & obſervaturum ,vel moni rones, corretti- 
ones & penas dittorum Statmtorum tranſgreſſoribus 
mcumbentes, ſine comtraditione quacunque, bun- 
liter ſubuſſe aut ſubiturum, 1 ſraliter per gra- 
tram per Acedemiam conceſſam diſpenſatum tecum 
fuerit, ſicut Te Deus adjuvet, Cc. and again, Se- 
natrs Cantabrigienſis decrevit & declaravitgos on- 
nes quis monitionibus, correttionmbus & penus Sta- 
twrorum, Legam Decretorum, Ordinationum, In- 
junitionum & Landabilium Conſuetudinum ku- 
us Academia trangreſſoribus, quovus modo Incum- 
bentibus humiliter ſe (ubmiſerint, nec eſſe, nec ha- 
bendos eſſe perjuris reos, By Which clauſes 'us 
manifeit, that either aQive or paſſive obedience 
zo the Statutes, Orders and Cuſloms of the U1- 

I 4 verluies, 
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verfities did Tave from the guilt of Perjuty. Andi 


confident I am that *cig the fear of an Oath that 
is the chief cauſe why many ſuffer the loſs of 
their Livings at this day. 

Queft. 1s there not a good riddance of 0 
many Mr. Scruples our of the Church ? And is 
there any want of able Preachers up and down 
in the Country now they are ejected ? 

Anſw. My Lord Bacos in his dayes, thought 
there was a ſcarcity of able Preachers, and yet 
there were not the tythe perhaps of Miniſters 
ſilenced then,to what are now. And be thought 
then that the fGilencing of the Miniſters for their 
Nonconformity was a puniſhment of the People 
rather than of the Miniſter. He conceived then 
alſo that ſuch Subſcriptions might have been 
forborn as occahoned the fHlencing of divers of 
thoſe Minilters. Conſ. ab Eccl. Aﬀ. 

Oueſt, What if there were many places made 
void by the eje&tment of Nonconformiits, may 
not thoſe places be well filled by Conformung- 
Pluradiſts ? 

Anſw. My Lord Bacon ſaith, In caſe the num- 
ber of able Miniſters were ſuſſicient, and the vals: 
of the Benefices were ſufficient , then Plaralitin 
were 19: 10 ſort tolerable, And as for Nonreſidents, 
except it be juſt of neceſſary abſence, he ſaith, it 
ſeeeneth t6 be an abuſe drawn out of covetouſneſs and 
Alb; for that men ſhould live of the Flock they ds 
po: feed, or at the Altar whereat they de not ſerve, 
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i « thing that can beth receive juſt defence. And 
to exerceſe the Office of a Paſtor 1n matter of Word 
ind Dotrine by depmtation us a thing not warranted, 
So he in his Treatiſe dedicated to Kipg Jawes a- 
bout Ecclehaft, Aﬀairs, For my own part, I 
think tne Poligamy of the Fathers or the Patri- 
uchs of old, as excuſable as the Spiritual Poly. 
amy of many of the Sons of our Church, And 
to ſerve Cures of Souls meerly by Proxies and 
Deputies (beſides that it may ſeem to repgthen 
the Pope's plea for Univerſal Paſtors) whilſt ſo 
many ttand idle in the Market-place, able and 
willing to take care of thoſe Souls, 1s a thing I 
(hall not take upon me to juſtifie, 

Let me add this alſo, that 'tis one ObjeRion 
which hath been formerly made againſt the Li- 
twrgy, That it occaſions an ignorant, dumb.,and 
alazy Miniſtry, but were it not for Pluralities 
and Non-rehdency and inſufficient Livings, 
there might be no place for ſuch objeQion. 

The Author of the Debate tells us in bis Cont: 
mation, p.z83- that at firſt the chief promoters of 
ſunted Liturgies were renowned for their conſtant 
and unwearied preaching every day in the meth, , 
aud ſomeermes twice ; and as probably this was one 
thing that advanced the credit and eſteem of L1- 
Iurgies in former tines : As I am perſwaded one 
oreat cauſe why many do not eſteem of the Li- 
turgy ſo much now, 1s, that ſo many great Con- 
formilts and (tickles for it are Pluraliſts wnd 
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Nonreſidents ; and divers of them either preach]; A» 
not atall, or very ſeldom ; and then rtoo,ſomeloive 
of them preach againſt ' Preaching , and ſwhnow 
down the branch of that Tree upon Which theyſſhat | 
ſtand ſo high above their Brethren, And on haotb 
the other hde, thoſe who ſcruple ſome things infkties, 
the Liturgy and Ceremonies, are ſuch conliantloees 
and zealous Preachers, and that when Bonds and[hall 
Impriſonments abide them for their ſo doing, [not r 
Queſt. But is it not indeed the Bond of theſ$chol 
Coverant, the Scottiſh Covenant, wherewith ourſthe U 
Engliſh Presbyrerians have bound their Souls, [Greſh 
the great or onely Cauſe that makes ſo manyſſurel: 
Nonconformift« ? ; Betid 
Anſw, The Covenaxt mentioned was not theſyelſe; 
cauſe of the War; the Battel at Edge-bill wa]yatel 
fought before the Covenart came into England 
And whereas the Covenant was enter'd into infParh: 
Forty T wo, and Forty Three, there have been (und 
Nonconformiſts ever fince Biſhop Hooper, and the ſedit 
Reformation in King Edward the Sixth's days] Gov! 
There are ſome amongſt the Covenanrers that peac 
can conform to the Liturgy, and ſubmit ro Epiſ-] A 
copal Government. And the greater part off gal-+ 
Noncoformiſts Preachers at this day, never took mac; 
the Covenant. and 
O«eit, What is the reaſon tÞ1t divers Non-f the r 
conformilts read Logick in private Houſes ? ls] ying 
not this contrary to their Oath taken in ; he Uai-J whic 
verſity ? Cont, 0, 19. 6616, 4. forty 


Arſa 


[123] 

reach]: Anſy. I have conſulted as able as any in the 
omeloiverfities (and by their Offices as likely ro 
d ſtmhnow as any) about the matter, and 2m told, 
) theyſhat the Oath there prohibits the ſetting up of 
1d on huotber Univerſity in Oppoſition to the Univer- 
228 infkties, and Readivg in order to the taking De» 
altant ſores elſewhere. The words are at Oxferd, They 
s andſhall nor ſolennes Lettiones reſwmere ; which doth 
10g. fnot make Dr. Buzby perjured for initiating his 
f cheſScholars ſome time in Logick before they go to 
b ourſthe Univerſity. Nor the leveral Profeſſors at 
'ouls, [Greſham-Collesge, who read as ſolemn LeRures 
mnyſſurely,as a Nonconformiſt doth 1n a private houſe, 
Befidzs, I hear but of one Nonconformitlt rhat ar 
t theſpreſent doth teach Youth in that manner pri- 
' wa]nately, 

land} Oueſt. What ſecurity can his Majeſty and the 
toinfParhament have, that Nonconformiſts will not 
beenſ (under pretence of Conſcience or Covenant) 
d the] ſeditiouſly endeavour an Alteration of Church- 
days] Government ; but that they will live quietly and 
that] peaceably in their places. 

Epil-] Arſw. They ate ready to give the ancient Le- 
't off pal-Security, the Oaths of Allegiance and Supre- 
took] macy ; and that is more than the Papilts will do, 
and as much as is required of the generality of 
Von-J the reſt of the Nation, notwithRanding their ha- 
? Is] ying taken the Engagement in the late times, 
Uai-] which yet many Presbyterians, nov Noncon- 
formiſts and EjeRted Miniſters, would never do, 
"ſs thou? 
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though ſome of them loſt their Places for theirſiey ca 
refuſal. Moreover many of them- fince haveſiber C 
tzken an Oath not to endeavour any Alteration Biſhop 
of Government in Church and State, and yerheach 
are not truſted to preach publickly, much leſs to jk 
enjoy any Eccleſiaſtical Bznefice. And the ret fi 
that ſcruple ſome words or phraſes in that Oath, 
are yet ready, be(ides the Oaths of Allegiance 
and Supremacy, to ſwear that they will live} Qu 
quietly and peaceably in their places, and not 
under colour or pretence of the Covenant, or 
any pretence whatever, endeavour by force, of 
ſediciouſly and rumultuouſly, any Alteration of [feſs) : 
Government in Church and State. An 

Oueft. Is the AQ of Hniformity, and the Or. [to be 
ford AR, to be ſ{tritly and c1goroully prefſed up- [man, 
on, and executed on all tranſgreflors ? thous 

Anſw, If it be, then what will become of Ive c 
many Conformaiſts who uſe other Rites and Cere- [with 
monies than what are by Law required ? and of [falſe 
them who uſe other Forms of Prayer then are [latco! 
there preſcribed ; and of all thoſe Minilters that Jn. « 
do not reade the Common-Prayer either pub- [in 0: 
lickly or privately, morning and evening ; and [purt 
ſo thoſe Le&urers who do not monthly reade Þtion | 
their Aﬀent & Conſent?eFc. And as for the Ox+ [clic 
ford Act & Oath, I have heard from a very lear- [man) 
ned perſon,a Conformiſtzthat the Biſhops chem» [mon 
ſelves come within the compal; of it, as many as Jſenti 
have not all:nted aad conſented, &c. as ofc as [bot t 
they 
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theirþey came within five miles of their Sees, or any 
haveſiber Corporation. This I ſay, not to bring the 
ation Piſhops within, but to bring others owt of the 
d yer each of that ARt , or rather to encline, if ic 
eſs to fray be, our Fathers and Brethren to uſe their 
* reſt atereſt with bis Majeſty and Parliament to re- 
Nath, fnove thoſe Laws which are a Partition-wall be- 
ance finixt the Conformiſt & Noncouformiſt, 

live} Que#F, But are not the Nonconformyſts finners 
not [1nd cranſgreſiors of the Divine Law, as oft as 
, or [ibey vithdraw from actual communiop with the 
, of [Church of Exgland, beivg (as many of them con- 
n of Jfe(s) a true Church ? 

Anſ. Many of our learned Doors bold Rome 
Ox. Ito be a true Church ; as a Woman is a true Wo- 
| up- [2an, though an Harlot ; and a Man a true Man, 
though overſpread with Leprofie. And yet beipg 
e of [ve cannot actually hold exterval communion 
ere- [with them, without either ſubſcribing tro many 
d of [falſe Tenets, or joyning in a corrupt and Ido- 
are Flatrous Service, we withdraw from them without 
that Jhn. Our withdrawing is not to be charged with 
ub- Jin or ſchiſm, although too we were the 11inor 
and Jpurt who withdrew, and againſt the determina- 
ade Jtion of a pretended General Councel. And 1 
2x+ [xlieve it would be a hard matter to prove that 
ar- many of thoſe Meetings, which are now com- 
M- [monly called Conventicles, want any of the eſ- 
7 as [ſential requiſites to a true Church, and yet do 
as [not thiok themſelves Schiſmaticks for not hold- 
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ing aftual communion with them, becauſe no ng/s 
countenanced by the Law. And if a Legal E4c& 
bliſhment be abſolutely neceſlary to the being]ſ®»_ 
of a true Chriſtian Church, then there was no 
true Church at Rome till Conſtantine's dayes; eſti 
which I ſuppoſe you will judge very unteaſons. 9 3V 
ble to aſlerr. A 
Qweſt. Is it poſſible there ſhould be Unityſ{ib: 
without Unifotmity in Rites and Ceremonies; pe 5 
&c. We. 
Anſw. Yes. There is Unity amongſt the Pro.| Tt 
teſtant Reformed Churches beyond the Seas,that] Mac 
follow Calvin, and yet divers forms of Prayer," 
and divers Rires. The Author of the Debate will}®9t 3 
not take it well, if a man ſhould not ſay, there ig} 1t- 
Unity at home amongſt Conformiſts, and yerſollo! 
the Cathedrals and Country-Pariſh-Churche|ptAt 
differ in ſome Rites, and in their mode of Wor:u!p! 
thip ; and in the Pariſh-Churches there are di-[0'9 
verſity of Ceremonies and Uſages in the Wor-| It 
ſhip of God. In ſome Churches they and up at|91m 
the Hymns, in others not ; In ſome they reade hipp 
the Hymns and Pſalms Miniſter and People «n-J'P< 1 
tiphonatim, in others not : In ſome,in moſt, theyÞ#hic 
teade the Prayer for Chrilts Catholick Church, |< 1 
if at all, before Sermon, but I know where 'tis}'*1© 
conſtantly read after. And it is well known|#at! 
thut none boaſt more of Unity than the Rome-|@a! 
nilts, and yet in ſeveral Countries they have ſe-|\Rall 
veral Rites, Cuſtoms, and Priviledges : and inſ%nd: 
| England 
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England before the happy Reformation, the Ser- 
ice Was ad modums Sarum, and 4d mudum Ban 
, different in divers Churches, 

Queſt,” Is it not neceſlary to appoint the ſame 
.IVeſtures avd Geſtures for the Worſhip of God, 
aſong. [0 avoid difference and confuſion ? 


Unity|ibed in the ſinging of Plalms, and yer Peo- 
nies; 0 vencially ate bare and reverend in that exer- 
ciſe. 

» Pro.| The late Canons in 1640. leave Boing to. 
$,thiemarcs the Eaſt or Altar indifferent ; and would 
rayer,[20t have thoſe that do it,to judge thoſe that do it 
e willÞot 5 nor thoſe that do it not,to judge thoſe that 
\ereighdo it» Now what greater inconvenience would 
d yerſfollow, if the ſame moderation and liberty to 
rcagIptactiſe differently, were uſed as to the Croſs, 
Purptice, and Knceling at the Sacrament of the 
[Lords Supper ? | 

Wor. 1f there muſt be abſolnte and univerſal Uni- 
up at|formity in the Worſhip of God amontt che Wor- 
readeſſbippers, then all muſt alike have their Faces 
e «r.j0pe vay, mult wear all Garments of the ſame 
\they aſhion and colour. In the late Times, when 
urch, [ihe Liturgy and Ceremonies were diſuſed, there 
e "tig]Yere not a quarter of thoſe private Meetings 
nown|ihat have been fince. The number of them thac 
oms-[(eparared from the Publick Worſhip, were very 
[mall in compariſon; I ſuppoſe not ten to an 
tundred, The Authors of the Debate, I gueſs, 
and 
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and hundreds, if not rhouſands, of Conformifts, 
did not ho{d themſelves ound, notwithſtanding 
the Laws for Liturgy and Ceremonies, to abſexr 
themſelves from the then Publick Worlhip, and 
aſſemble privately, that they might uphold Kai. 
formity in Forms of Prayer, Rites and Ceremonies : 
Whence we may reaſonably conclude, That they 
thought Gods Publick Worthip might be carried 
on Without Uniformity in theſe things: And 
again, That the omiſſion of things required by 
Law, is not judged ſo great a hin as is by them 
pretended, 

Queft Did not Presbyterians decry all Span 
ration, and refuſe to tolerate /ndependents ? Str 
Cont. p. 224. 

Anſw. The Presbyterians both old and modern, 
are againſt Separation : They deny that they (e. |! cal 
parate from you 3 for upon occafion they joyn |{*ren« 
with you in Ordinances, and if you remove ſome ['#1xt 
things wherewith your Worſhip is clogg'd, they credil 
would joyfully communicate conttantly with ['94t it 
you. - The preſent partial and tempo;ary with- Jen, 
drawing, as to ſome As of Worſhip, is not to j$8110n 
be charged with Schiſm. If you hold forth com-[{** tht 
munion with your Church as in the Apoſiles [low 
days, with a Liturgy ſufficiently corre&ed with. [©9e of 
out Symbolical Ceremonies, without ſuch Outs, [#18 # 

-clarations and Subſcriptions, they will come|#iſcou 
into your Boſom, though you not onely caſt them|*ily 
out-of your Lap, but thruſt them out of your|#® thit 
Houſe, 
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Houſe, and ſhut the Doors upon them. As we 
pſifie the Church of Eng/and from Schiſm, not- 
vichltanding our Separation from Rowe ; (0 the 
Nonconformiſts will endeavour to juſtjfie their 
wvithdrawings in ſome Acts, and for a time only; 
by reaſon of the terms of Communion impoſed 
on them. That they are for Reformation, not 
Separation, may be hence concluded, That in a 
hte project for Peace and Agreement, this was 
one Propalition given in by the Pregbyterians 
themſelves, That whoſoever ſhould be capable of 
any Employment, ſhould profeſs to bold Communion 
with the Church of England, and to the uttermoſt 
of his power to promore the Peace and Happineſs 
rw And when there was a difference be- 
twixt Presbyterians and their Brethren, comtnon- 
ly called [ndependents, formerly, there wag a Con- 
ference before a Committee of. Parliament be- 
twixe them, in which the Presbyterians (ag I am 
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credibly informed) offered either to give of take : 
that is toſay, They would take the Eftabliſh- 
ment, and allow their Brethren of the Congre- 
eational-way a well-regulated Toleration ; of 
let their Brethren take the Eſtabliſhment, and 
allow the Presbyterians ſuch a Toleration. And 
ane of the chief of them, when the Londox-Mini- 
ters waited on bis Majeſty at the Hague, when 
diſcourſe was about Ecclefaſtical Attairs, ecar- 
txefily moved his Majeſty, that he would pleaſe 
to think of a way to indulge them a Liberty, 

K though 
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thouvh they (hould not be comprehended in the 
Pablick ERabliſhment, as it was then hoped the 
Presbyterien would have been. : 

In brief, the Presbyteriavs diſclaim Separt* 
tion ; they are Willing to have Union and Com. 
munion with the Church of England, upon Chi. 
tian and friendly Terms : And they dehre the 
tike Liberty and Toleration from the Biſhopy, 
that they were willing and ready to have ſhewed 
to their Brethren of the Congregational Way: 
Yea, they would bleſs God and our Governourg, 
if they might bave the like Favours and Liber- 
ties that Dr. Gunning, Dr. 71d, Dr. Hide, and 
others the Now-Conformiſts had in former times, 

Oneſt. 1f the Presbyterians are willing to 
conform to a Liturgy, and to this Liturgy when 
ſufficiently correced ; yet what hopes is there 
that ever there {hould be any Alteration or Re- 
formation of it, Which will latishe or pleaſe 
them, ſo as to uſe it? 
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Anſw. Yes, there is ſuch a draught already _ 
made, to the great content of the chief of theſy.y, ; 


Presbyterians ; and this done by three Reveread 
perſons, all Conformiſis : And which I hope 
may bz produced, when ever Authority ſhall 
pleaſe ro command it, 

Qut#. Would it not be accounted a weak 


thing to yeild or condeſcend, though never 
Jittle, if this might be a means to cement and (0 
der us together again. 
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the | Anſw, It was the prudence of the ancient 
the | Church to ſatisfie the Foaunites, who had kept 
Conventicles apart from the Church for thirty 
Wt | years, being diſguſted at the diſhonour done to 
»M- | Jobs Chryſoftom their Biſhop or Pattor ; and this 
ls | the Church did, by reftoring his honour after he 
the] was dead, Socrar. Eccleſ. HifF, 
Pt, | Qweſt. Why ſhould the Church of Expland 
Wed remove the Ceremonies which (he hath retained 
ay *Ifince the Reformation ? May (he not thereby 
utf]diſguſt and offend rhe Romanifis, to pleaſe the 
der-] Nonconformiſts, which they call Puritans rather 
and[than Protefiants ? 
mc} Anſw, Theſe Ceremonies were at firſt retain- 
3 Wed and continued when others were calt out of 
Yenlhe Church in bopes to bring the Papilts to a 
heref.onpliance with our Church : But Archbiſhop 
Re-IWper, as he that writes his Life informs us, upon 
leaſffeccahion declared bis Judgement concerning 
them, That experience of many years hath (hew- 
eady ed that this condeſcention hath rather hardned 
f Uikſhem in their Error, than brought them to 2 1i- 
read king of our Religion ; this being their uſual ſay- 
hoptline, If our Fleſh be not good, why do you drink of 
ſhillfay Broth ? If the Church Rick cloſe to the Cere- 
nonies, ſhe is not like to gain our Adverſaries 
weathi. Romaniſts to our Communion » if (he lay a- 
rr Oe the Ceremonies, ſhe may gain thouſands and 
d lowktn thouſands,of our Brethren to our Church a- 
vtin- That they may do thus, God grant that 
1»ſa K 2 the 
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the ſame mind might wu all our Biſhops, that 
was in Chiiſt Jeſus, the chief Shepherd and Bi. 
(hop of our Souls ; that they may love and feed 
their Sheep, and be ready to lay down their 
lives for their Sheep; and then their Yoak will 
be eafie, and their Burden light. Or that was in 
the bleſſed Apoſtle Pau/, on whom was the Care 
of all the Churches ; who profeſleth of himſelf, 
I hbecame all things to all men, that by any means | 
might win ſome, Orelſe that was in this Godly 
Archbiſhop #/her, of whom 'tis recorded in bis 
Life, That though he conformed himſelf, yet he] ; 
defired that his Majeſty would not impoſe the 
Engliſh Ceremonies on the Iriſh Church ; ſay-| 
ing, If I had all mens Conſciences mn my keeping, 
I could in theſe diſputable Caſes grue Lams un 
them as well as my ſelf : But 'tis one thing what I cas 
do, and another thing what other men mu#t do. Since 
the Ceremonies be things (ſaith our Church) inf gyy 
their own nature indifferent, and yet by ſome he x 
held ſuperſtitious and unlawful, it ſeemeth to| (@1y, 
fall within the Apoſtles Rule, which is, T bat the 
flrong do deſcend and yeild tothe weaker ; if we will 
hearken to the Counſel of the Lord Chancellot 
Bacon, in his Conſiderations touching the Churct 
of England. him 

Qaeit, Noth the holy Scripture caution us 14 yg « 
e4inlt grieving our Brechren, as Well as again , c,, 
"f:nding of them,ſo as to occalion them to ſtully wit, 
ble and fall into fin ? . | nons 
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Anſw. *Tis our duty not onely to prevent our 
Brothers fall, but bis fears ; and to keep his heart 
from ſinking, as well as his feet from falling. 
To the weak became 1 as weak, that 1 might gain the 
weak : 1 am made all things to all men, that 1 might 
by all means ſave ſome, 1Cor.9.22. 'Tis the part of 
a 200d Shepherd co carry the Lambs in his Arms, 
and gently to lead the Ewes that ate great with 
young ; and of Nurhog Fathers and Mothers, 
tobe tender-hearced and tender-handed rowatcs 
Babes, towards Weak and young Children, If 
it be ſaid, We muſt not grieve or vex the Magi- 
ſtrate: I anſwer, Tis true, we mult not ; but 
if the Magiſtrate pleaſe to remove the Law ; 
where there's no Law, there's no Diſobzdience 3 
and then the Offence ceaſeth : And where 
there's no Offence committed by the Inferiour, 
there (ſhould be no Offence taken by the Superi- 
our ; or When there is none given, there ſhould 
be none taken. The things are alterable in them- 
ſelves, The Magiſtrate is a Miniſter of God for 
good ; and if he ſhall pleaſe to remove every 
ftumbling-ftone and grieving-thorn out of the 
way to the Church, and ont of the way of Obe+ 
dience , How: ſhall God and his people bleſs 
bim? All the power that the Church hah, it is 
to edification,and not to deſtruction ; and there's 
a far greater neceſſity of Unity, than of Linifor- 
mity : 'Tisa great deal better not to make Ca- 
nons, than to make ſuch as we fore-ſee will be 
K 3 b.okea 
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broken by thouſands, and ttat under a pretence 
of Conſcience, and who are ſerious, ſober, civil 
-people in their Lives and Converſations. 

Queſt, What may be thought the readieſt way 
to make the Biſhops work ealie, and his perſon 
to b: beloved ? 

Anſw. *T1s I think to uſe Moderation, to rule 
with Love, and not with Rigor ; and that not- 
withitanding ſome young Counſellors, ſome Hot- 
ſpurs, may adviſe them, as of old the young 
men did Rehoboam ; when their Brethren come 
to them, and ſay, Tour Fore-fatbers (or your Pre- 
deceflors divers of them) made owr Yoke grievom: 
Now therefore make ye, we pray you, the grievow 
Sermice of your Fore-fathers, and their heavy Toke 
which they put upon us, lighter , and we will ſerve 
you: To ſay to them, Our little Finger ſhall 
heavier than onr Fore-fathers Loyns; and nt 
whereas they did lade you with a heavy Yoke, wawil 
adde to your Yoke : Our Fore- fathers chaſtiſed yu 
with Whips, but we will chaſtiſe you with Scorpion, 
The deeper you lay the Foundation in Humility, 
and the broader in Charity, the higher you may 
probab'y build your Houſe, and it may likewiſe 
ſtand the longer. A well-grounded Jus Hes 
num, may ſtand longer than a high-built preten 
ded Jas D:vinum. eAnd Rgaſon ſhews, ian 
one, that Epiſcopacy will ftand more firm in ct 
junttion with Pretbytery, than by it ſelf alom 
T here be two carcnmances, ſaith my Lord Ch 
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cellor Bacon, wherein 1 conld never be ſatafied ; 
the one, the ſole exerciſe of their Authority ; the 
other, the deputation of their Authority. For the 
firſt, he ſaith, ſurely 7 do ſuppoſe ( and 1 think upon 
good ground) that ab initio non fuit ita. Ad 
that the Deans ard Chapters were Connſels about 
the Seas and Chairs of Biſhops at the firſt, and were 
wnto them a Presbytery or Conſiſtory. And agaiz, 
we ſee that the Biſhop of Rome (Fas eſt & ab hoſte 
doceri, and no queſtion 1n that Church the firſt In. 
ftirutrons were excellent) performeth all Eccleſiaſtical 
Juriſdittion, 1m Conſiſtory, with advice, that ts, 


.| of the Cardinals or Pariſh-Priefts of Rome. And 


bereof again ( ſaith he ) we ſee divers ſhadows et 
remaining : 4s that the Dean and Chapter profor- 
mi chooſeth the Biſhop, which « the higheſt point 
of Fariſdithion, 

Again, The ſame Author tells us, that the 
Biſhop is a Judge, and of 4 high nature ; Whence 
cometh it that be ſhould depmte, conſidering that all 


| truſt and confidence is perſonal and inberent, and 


cannot or ought not to be tranſpoſed ? ſarely in this 
again ad initio non fuitita : But it i probable that 


iſel B:ſh:ps when they gave themſelves too much to the 


glory of the World, and became Grandees in King- 
doms, and great Counſellors to Princes, then did 
they leave their proper Furiſdittion, as things of 109 
inferior @ nature for their greatneſs; Ani then af- 
ter the ſimilitude and immitation of Kings and 
Counts- Palatine, they would bave ther Chancelicrs 
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Oueſt. Is the Author of the Fr, Debate ſo ex, 
tracidinary zealons, as he pretends, for the ho. 
nour of our Governours and Government an the 
State ? . 

Anſw. See pag. 50, 51. of the Continuation, 
where he doth inhnuate, or more plainly inform 
the Nation, that not only Nonconformuſts keep 
Conventicles, but that Maſs 15 (aid, and that the 
Papifts take the ſame liberty 1r the exerciſe & 
their Religion as the Nonconformiſts do in their, 
And that little or no notice 1s taken of any 
Drunkards, Swearers, or Blaſphemers, If he 
-had pleaſed, *tis to be thought be might have 
found great fins amonglt the Clergy, little taken 
notice of, and not much puniſhed 1n Ecclehiaflis 
Cal Courts. If he had done like Shem and Faphet, 
to have rather endeavoured to cover his naked- 
neſs, be might have been bleſſed by them ; or 
elſe, if he will needs have his jerks at Noncon- 


formiſts, though it light partly on his and our|: 


Superiors in the State, to have gone on,and have 
whipped the Buyers and Sellers in, out of the 
Temple alſo. 


Oueſt, Do the Noncouformiſts teach the peo-| i 


ple ratliog language, particularly to call all they 
like not, Antichriſtian and Babylomſh 2 Vid. Con- 
tin, p.155, & 266, Fc, 

Anſw, Time was when Reverend and Re- 
nowned Mr. Vines (that loſt the Maſterſhip &f 
Pembroke-Hall in Cambridge, becauſe he would 
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got ſubſcribe the 12 Fi ; #8 did alſo Dr; 
Spurſtow the Maſter of Katherime-Hall, and Mr. 
Young of Jeſus--Colledge for the ſame cauſe ) 
preaching before the Parliament, ſaid, Hence- 
forward be ſhould take Antichritt for a better max 
than ever be thought him to be, there were ſo many 
good things charged pox him. And another Prel- 
byterian, now a Nonconformiſt, preaching to the 
lame Auditors, preached that Antichriſtian and 
Babylonian, were terms ſooner imputed or charged, 
than proved, 

But if the Nonconforming- Miniſters or People 
were yet ignorant, and to leck for ſcofhng and 
reviling language, they might have a Dictionary 
of ſuch hard words out of the Friendly Debate. 
IS there be in Private-meetivgs that uſe raihing 
and reviling ſpeeches ( as too many too often 
have in publick Congregations) I would rather 
adviſe people to fit quietly at home, 1f they will 
not go to Church, than to go or ſep out of 
doors to learn their language. I do not love 2 
bitivg tongue ; and I take a black mouth to be 
as Venemous in a mat,as *tis accounted wholſom 
inadog. And if there be any printed Book wi. h 
ſuch railing ſpeeches or phraſes in them, (I will 
promiſe you ) it ſhall never have my /mprima- 
Ir, Without an ludex expurgatorioy 10 the next 
Edition. 

Queſt. Is the Divinity of the Nonconformſts a 
Phraſe-Divinity 7? and in caſe their Books and 
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Sermons are not fill'd with foul language; \y 
there any thing befides fine words,and new phry. 
ſes in them ? 

Anſw, There was ſomething beſides words in 
the Old Nonconformiſts, witneſs the writings of 
Mr, Dod, Mr. Ball, Mr. H;lderſham, Mr. Brad. 
ſhaw, &c, And doubtleſs there is matrer, and 
chat good matter and ſound ſpeech, that need 
not to be aſhamed, in the Writings of Noncon. 


formiſis of this Generation , witneſs rhe Books] ; 


written by Mr. Baxter, Dr. Manton, Mr, Caryl, 
Mr, Allen, Dr. Ozen, Mr. Pool, &c. they hold to 
Scripture-exprethions, and to the terms of ſound 
words, Which they have received from the moſt 
ſerious (olid pious Biſhops and DoRaors of the 
Chair, Profeſſors at home and abroad in former 
times ; yea, the Nonconforming- Presbyterians 
and Congregational Miniſters profeſs to agree 
with our Articles of Religion of the Church of 
E»gland, in all things concerning the Do&rine 
of Faith and Ceremonies: And 1s all this but 
Phraſe-Diviniry ! 

The Author of the Debate, and divers other 
of the preſent Conformilts may as jultly be char- 
o:d for new Divinity, ne'v minted words in Di- 
vinity, new phraſes and modes of expreſſing 
themſelves in Sermons and Writings, and theſe 
too leſs conform to the language of the holy 
Scripture, our own Articles and Homilies, the 
Harmony of Confeſſions of the Reformed o__ 
Eneh) 
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[139] * 
hes, and our ancient Biſhops and DcRors. The 
Author of the Debate, though he ſeems to be the 
Biſhops Advocate, yet his Wings ſhew him 
more an Eprſcopian than an Epiſcopalian ; ; and 'tis 
aafie to ſee from what forge they have their new 
Divinicy and new Theological Dictionary. 

Queft, Were not the Nonconformiſis the 
caule of the firange and new Dodatines and O- 
pinions, and of phanraſtical words and phraſes 
in preaching and writing-? 

Anſ, 1 grant the taking down the old Mound 
or Hedge, 'and not ſetting a neiv one in the 
room, Was an occaſion that many erronious per- 
ſons, like wild beaſts, did get into the Vineyard, 
and that ſome ſtrange Doctrines, Phancies, Phra- 
ſes and Whimſes were vented in the Times of 
War and late Confuſions ; but I ſay, that theſe 
thiogs are not to be charged upon the Presby- 
terians: for if they had had power to their prin- 
ciples and purpoles, they would doubtleſs have 
raiſed up a Mound or Fence againſt ſuch Errors, 
Fancies and Follies, as ftrong as that the Parlia- 
ment removed, I have heard it obſerved, that 
of all Churches,no Church hath had fewer Here- 
hes and Heterodoxies ſpring up, or at leaft 
proſper in it, than the Church of Scotland, and 
that this was acknowledged by King o Famer, 

Oneft. Were all that took the Covenant 
boung thereby to endeavour to introduce the 
Government of the Church of Scotland into Eng- 

land, 


XUM 


140] 
land, becauſe they obliged themſelves to main; 
tain and defend Religion in the Church of Scot. 
land, and to reform Religion in the Church 
England? Vid. Contin, p.,16S, 

Anſw, No. They <ogaged only in their pla. 
c:$ and callings,and ſo far as lavfully they might 
to preſerve Religion in the Church of Scotland 
againſt the Common Enemy, notwithſtanding 
which the Scots might teform ought that was a- 
mis or defeftive, with his Majeſties leave and 
conſent, ina legal manner. And the Engliſh Co. 
venanters Were not bound to model the Church» 
Government in England according to the pattern 
of the Kirk of Scotland, but according to the 
Word of God and the belt Reformed Churches, 
Whether Scotland, or Holland, or Geneva, Wc. 
was the be!t Reformed Church, was not determi- 
ned. And the Englith were not engaged in theit 
places and callings, and ſo far as lawfully they 
might, by the Covenant, to follow the Model of 
any one of theſe, or all the Reformed Churches, 
10 any thing diſagreeing from the Word of God; 
and in caſe a primitive Epiſcopacy (that is, 
Church-Government by a Biſhop, wich a Preſ- 
bytety as his Counſcllots and Afſitants) prove 
moſt agreeable to the Word of God, they were 
bound to ſer up, (onely 1n their places and cal- 
lings, and ſo far as lawfully they might) that 
Government in the Church of &»gland : Not- 
withitanding what the Earl of Brife/, when Lord 

Digoy, 
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nz] Digby, hath written in his Letters to Sir Kenelm 


Digby, viz. He that would reduce the Church now, 
to the Form of Government in the mo#t primitive 
times, ſhould not take,in my Opimon,the beſt nor the 
wiſeſt courſe, 1 am ſure not the ſafeſt ; for he would 
be found pecking towards the Presbytery of Scotland, 
which for my part I believe, in point of Government, 
bath a greater reſemblance than yours or ours, tothe 
firſt Age of Chriſts Church, But whatever was 
the meanipg of the Impoſers or Takers of the 


. | Covenant in thoſe days, I have heard an emi- 


nent Perſon, a Door that bad taken it, though 
a Nonconformiſt , declare, That he was not 
bound by it to endeavonr any other Reforma- 
tion than what he had been obliged unto, if he 


| never had taken the Covenant ; that he is not 


bound to uſe any unlawful or ſeditious means, or 
endeavours, to bring about a Reformation, That 
the Law of the Land is the Rule to judge by, 
what means or endeavours ate unlawful and (c- 
ditioug. 

Oueſt, Do not the Presbyterians play faft and 
looſe, and turn with the wind 2 Was nor the time 
once When they held Ruling Elders to be Jare 
Diz4no, but now they hold no ſuch matter ? 

Anſw. 1 believe the Scottiſh Presbytersans 
were and ſill are of that Judgement, that K#- 
ling Elders are Jure Divino ; but I knew few Eng- 
liſh, if any, that held rbat Office ſo, ſave onely 
in a large ſence ; as many Eprſcopalians now hold 

Biſhops 
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Biſhops to be Jure Divine, that is, 2 lawful Go.|!f by 
vernment, not repugnant to the Word of God, [1s fo 
However, tis ſaid, and that by no mean Sch. Q 
lar, That Geneva did wot firſt inſtitute thoſe Officers, | Re 
but only reſtored them, AodI have read thatit wa} 4? 
acknowledged by a great Prelate,Thar the Church] Km 
had in every Church certain Seniors, to whom the <9 
Government of th: Church was commuted, Surely give t 
they are as tolcrable ia a Church, where the Su-J©® be 
preme Power thinks good to eſtabliſh that Or-| the 
der, a$ are Chancellors, Commiſſaries, &c. But the C 
in caſe that ſome Presbyterians of old, held them Wel: 
of uſe in the Apoſtles days, this alone (without Glow 
an Inſtitution and an InjunRion to perpetuate | 2**01 
them) doth not make them, or any other Eccleli. Light 
aſtical Officers, unalterable z for we ſee that the | 9< 5! 
Office of Widdows is laid afide in the Church, | *!*": 
notwithſtanding. ned [ 
Queſt. Did not the Presbyterians wholly lay cle, 
ade the uſe of the Lords Supper? And was it when 
not for want of Ruling Eldeis? the V 
Anſw. They celebrated the Lords Spper in to da 
London, and that too in ſome Churches, once x | "8; 
Month ; and frequently at Oxford z and I ſup» Husk 
poſe in many other places : Poſſibly the expeRs | P1*© 
tion of a ſettlement might hinder the Admini- | M'9t 
ſration of that Ordinance for a time in many | **'© 
places. But I knew a Pariſh where it was a long | .. 
time diſuſed, though defired, becauſe the Pari- iſle 
ſhoners did not provide (though oft urged unto moſt 
it 
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-Jit by the Miniſter) decent and neceſſary Uten- 
"This for the Celebration of it. 


weſt. Do the Noncanformiſts decry all uſe 


of Reaſon in Theology? 


Anſ#. They uſe frequently Reaſoos in their 
Sermons. Indeed they allow Reaſon but the 
ſecond place in Divinity 3 to Revelation they 
oive the firſt. Reaſon and Philoſophy they make 


"Ito be the Handmaids, but Divinity they honour 
_ [as their Soveraign Lady and Queen. Reaſon 1s 


the Counſellor, but Revelation 1s the Law-giver, 
We ſay the Light of Reaſon is as the Light of a 
Glow-Worm, or of a Candle, or (if you will 
needs have it) as the Light of the Moon ; but the 
Light of Divine Revelation, 1s as the Light of 
the Sup, when it ſhineth in its full 
Rrevgth, And with a reverend and lear- Dr, T, 
ned Door, we allow the uſe of a Can- 
dle, although we would have it ſouffed ; and 
when it is ſetupin the houſe, we would not have 
the Window ſhur, either to keep out, or at lealt 
todarken the Light of the Sun. We prefer fee- 
ding on Manna, before feeding on Acorns and 
Husks ; the Commands of St. Pan!, before the 
Precepts of Plato; the Maſs of Gold in the 
Mine, before a few pieces of Silver ſcattered 
here and there in the Studies of Philoſophers. 
Queſt. Do the Congregations of thoſe that 


- | diflent from the eſtabliſhed Worſhip , confilt 


moſtly of Army Saznts ? 
. Anſs, 


7 

Anſw, I have heard one that hath reaſon to 
knoiy upon many Accounts berter than the Ay. 
thor of the Debate, (ay, That there ts ſcarce « 
fifth perſon of thoſe that meet privately that was en. 
gaged in the late Differences, And that the oreats 
c(t part of the late Army are at this day Mem- 
bers of Parochial Churches, is an even Wa- 
ver. 


neaielt to the Doctrine of the Church of Eng. 
land ? 

Anſw, The profound pious and leatned Do. 
Ror Samuel Ward, that was the La. Margaret's 
Profeſſor of Divinity in Cambridge, (whole De- 
tzrminations are ſer out by the great pains and 
care of the Right Reverend Serb Lord Biſhop of 
Sarisbury) in a Sermon of his Ad Clerum, and 
dedicated by himſelf ro the Znverſity of Cam- 
bridge, teſtifies, That #8 the whole Church of 
God ever fince St. Auftine, (o in particular the 
National Church of Eng/azd, and the Univerſity 
of Cambridge from the Reformation, and all the 
Profeſlors, except onely one Baro, wete againſi 
Arminus his Tenets And this Baro within two 
years was forced to leave the Chair, by the 
Power and Anthority of Archbithop #hrrgife, 

Illud etiam vere adjicere poſſum plus uni Auguſt. 
0 jam veterauo & im iſta cauſa verſatiſſimo tribu- 
endum efſe quam centum Corvints, Grotite, Vorſtius, 
Birtits,Tilens & 1d genurecentioribus Dogmatiſtis: 

Accedat 


Oueſt. Do the Arminians or Caluiniſts come 
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Accedat && ifud coronidis loco, Auguſiino ſemper ad 
beſiſſe, hac ex parte, Eccleſiam Univerſalem ab ejus 
temporibus Eccleſiam iter Anglicanam, ab inuig 
Reformationts, &c, 
Queſt. Is the caſe of the Donatiſts and the 
Cale of the Nox-conformiſts alike ? 
eAnſw, Thc Donati3ts, as they had no cauſe 
18 regard of the Faith ( by reaſon of any dan- 
gerous DoQrines or Practices impoſed on them) 
toceale from communicating with any put of 
the Catholick Church; ſo they divided fiom the 
whole Church, with the breach of Charity, con- 
demning it for no Church, and drawing the 
Communion wholly to themfelves. The Non- 
conformiiFs do not condemn the Church of Eng- 
land as no Church; thzy do not confine: the 
Communion to themſelves ; they humbly pray 
a Reformation of ſome things which they con-= 
ceive amils, and are willing to have Communi- 
on with them as Parts of the Catholick Church 
( ſaving the Practices wherein they differ) they 
leave them to their Liberty, and defice a Liber- 
ty for themſelves to ſerve God according to 
their Conſciences. The Presbyterians (hewed 
their Charity in cheir earneſt endeavours to ſave 
the life of Dr. Hewit an Epiſcopal Dr; for which 
purpoſe,they joyned in an Addreſs to O, C. the 
only Addreſs they ever made unto him ; Net- 
ther Presbyreaians,nor Congregationiſts,charge the 
Er:ſcopalians for being Schiſmaticks, b=cauſe 
L they 
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they do not communicate with their Congregt 
tions, and yet they look upon themſelves as true 
Churches of Chriſt, and both for Do&trine and 
Diſcipline, ro.come as near the Scripture-Patetn 
as themſelves. They offered to Unite and Re. 
concile with the Ep:ſcopal-Clergy upon Chriſtia 
terms, before His Majefties Return, and fince. 
As for our Brethren of New England, they are o| FJ I 
Age, let them anſwer tor themſelves. As fc Y 0 
our Congreational Brethren at home, [ lately beatteo ut 
that Di. Goodwin ſhould profeſs to hold Commu ſmote 
nion even with the Lutheran Churches. And Dr] by the 
Omen profeſleth 2gainit all mpoſirions ; and that] of the 
"tis his Judgment, That the Ep:ſcopals and Pres (hoot 
byterians be left to worſhip God as they judge 
in their Conſciences beſt ; That for his parr, be 
12dgeth no man for his Conformity, provided 
be not a Perſecurer of thoſe that cannor. 

Finally, The Presbyterians for themſelves de- 
fire much rather a Reformation, or well (lated 
Comprehenſion, than a Toleration; and aret 
gainlt Schiſm and Separation, truly (o called, 
much as any ; Which they have ſufficiently evi- 
denced by their conſtantly declared Opinion! 
and Practice : They would be glad to ſee the 
day, when being eaſed of burdenſome Impoliti-| } 
ons, they might have opportunity to manifeſt 
this their ſincere deſire of Union and Coalition 
Vith the Church of Englard, 
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$ truel 4 Poſtſcript to the Author of the 


Ee and 


ater Friendly Debate. 
1 Re. 


iti] $7 R, 
lince. 
re of FF Ju have dealt with us, as the Jewes did with 


\s fo our Bleſſed Saviour; blindfolded us, & (mit- 
neatdten us, & in effe& bid us Piophelie who ut i that 
NU, (mote #9. Some gheſſes have been who you are 
| Dr. by the roughneſs of your hand, and the (martneſs 
| that] of the blow 3 1 have not taken upon re thus to 
Pre: (hoot in the dark, and yet prerend to hit the 
udgd Mark, Nor will I 20 about to pull off the Vi- 
t, bel 2ox you put up5n your ovn face, but to wipe off 
:d be] the dirt which you bave caſt on ours. To this 

purpoſe I pray you, after theſe premiſed Refle- 
| Rions by me on ſome Paflages in your Friend!y 
Debate, c, you would be pleaſed to refle& up- 
-| cn your ſelf, and to a$k your ſelf theſe few 
Q»eſtions. 

Queſt, t. Whether or no you might not with 
as much reaſon, and more charity, have produ= 
ced Teltimonies out of the Large 4nnotations, 
l-| Printed in the year 1651. to cleat Noncoufor- 
miſts from temporizing, and conniving at Sacti= 
ledge,as you have done the Omiſſions you charge 
them withal in the Edirion of 1646, to prove 
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them guilty. - And tute 1 am, if you had pleaſed 
to ſearch, you might have found in the La#t E. 
dition, their diſlike of Sacnledge in their Notes 
on Prov. 20, 25, It ts a ſnare to the man whode- 
vourcth that which is boely, That is, ſay the Anne 
tations, to apply it, or take it to his own uſe, 
which was appointed to Gods : yea, to go abort 
to do it by inquiring bow the Yow might be made 
void. As alloon AttsF. 1. in the caſe of AM 
145 and Sapphira, they declare plainly and fully 
a2ainſt Sacriledge as followerth, The ſcope of 
this Hiſtory. is to ſhew how odious to God that 
pre ron is, Which counterfeiting Santis 
y, Would impoſe upon God, as if He ſaiv not 
Whatmendo; for otherwiſe ( Anamas givingt 
part, had been commendable) ſo great a miſchief 
is Hypoctifie, ſo dangerous the perverſion of an 
Holy purpoſe, and the with-drawing of things 
Conſecrated to the Churches uſe ( though by 
bimſelf who gave) that the Sacriligious periſh- 
ed by detaining a part of that whole which be 
Would ſeem to give. —- If he that taketh from 
the Church bur a little of that which was his 
oivn be Sacniligious & ſtruck dead for the ſame, 
what puyiſhment will the ſame Divine Juſtice 
lay on him, who by fraud or violence taketh 4- 
way the Poſielſions wherewith other men en- 
cowed the Church ? 


And upon Rem.2,22, to that Queſtion which | 


ſome maxe,why the Apolile doth vary the crime, 
: ſaying, 
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hyin?, Thou that abhorreft Idols, do#t thou commit 
Sacrilege, and not rather dofF thou commit 1dela- 
wy ? They give this Anſwer for one, That the 
Apoſtle uſeth an aggravation, as if he ſhould ſay, 


«+| Thou that abhorreit Idols, dolt thou commit &@ 


worſe fin, to wit, Sactilege ? 
 Qzeft.2. Whether Dr. Sherlock in his Viſita« 
tion Sermon (pag-7,8,9.) Preached at Warring- 
ton ( May 11.)and Printed at London with an Im- 
primatur, June 9, 1669. charging all (onfor- 
wiſts, who pray before and after Sermon, any 
Prayers b:hdes thoſe of the Publick Liturgy, a8 
ouilty of ſacrilegiouſly breaking their Vows and 
Promiſes, may not as juſtly be urged againſt 
Conformifts, as Mr, Caſe his Complaint againſt 
Covenant-breaking, be urged againſt Nonconfoy- 
miſts, to prove them tranſgreſlors of the 3d Come 
mandment, in the main ſence and meaning of it. 

- 3, Whzther it may not as reaſonably be 
deſired, that the Couformiſts ſhould be agreed a- 
bour the Rule and Standard of Conformity, before 
others bz preſſed to come wp tort ; as torequire 
that the Nonconformiſts (hould be all zgreed what 
mill ſatishe them b:fore any condeſcentions may 
be defired for, or granted to thein. Are the Old 
Canons Law, or are they not > Are the Canons 
made in the Synod 1640, Liww or not? Mult we 
read Second Service at the Communion T able, or 
' muſt we not? Mult we pray before Sermon,or mult 
we only vid or exhort the People to Pray ? 
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©Q.4. Whether they are not to be reputed Nou- 
conformi(ts,nho go beyond the law,& do more then 
is required? who uſe other Rites & Ceremonies, 
then the Att of Kmiformity injoyns,as well as thoſe 
that fall ſhort of doing ſome things by law required? 

O. 5. Whether it may nor well become our 
Spiricual Fathers and Brethren of the Church, 
to yield a little in things inditfereat to the weak. 
neſs of thoſe (ſuppoſe they be in an error )who re- 
ally ſcrupNe the lawfulneſs of them, and who are 
ready to take a ſolemn Oath that they would Con- 
form, if they could but be once convinced, that 
by their Obedience to mans Ordinances, they 
ſhould not diſobey the Laws of God, 

0.6, Whether what was (aid, done, or Prin- 
ted in times of War, ought to be remembered 
and produced in Evidence 1n times of Peace, after 
a moſt (olemn Att of Oblivion and Indempuity ? 

Q. 7. Whether it was ſeaſonable, when His 
moſt Excellent Majeity, and the Parliament, at 
the laſt Setlion, had under Confideration ſome 
Expedient for Uaion and Reconciliation, for 2 
Miniſter of the Goſpel of Peace. & of a profeſl:d 
large Chatity to Print and publiſh ſuch Books as 
might rationally be thought might prove to be 
Obvltructions in the way of Accommodation ? 

0.8. Whether there be not as much evidence 
of Caarity, Modeſty, Meekneſs and Moderation 
in Mr. Corbet his Two Preces, as in the Three 
Parts of the Friendly Debate ? 

Q: 9. 
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©.9., Why you are pleaſed to charge the Noy- 
conformnſts with ſo much rigor & ſeverity againſt 
Diflenters formerly, without remembring that 
the Archbiſhop of eArmagh, and Biſhop Brown. 
rig were Publick Preachers in the /nns of Court 
in thoſe times ; or that the preſent Biſhop of 
Worceſler,then Biſhop of Oxford, enjoyed a good 
Parſonage ; and that the greateſt part of the now 
Conformiſts in England, had publick Imployment 
in thoſe times ? 

Q.10, Whether you think that the late Aſſem- 
bly of Divines at #:ſtminſter, whereof Dr. Rej- 
nolds, Dr.T wiſe, Mr. Gattaker, Dr. Tuckney, Dr. 
eArrow/[mith, Mr, Herle, Mr Vines, Mi. Anthony 
Burgeſs and others were members, confifted of 
Perions of ſo inconfiderable and contemptible 
Parts, Piety or Learning, as 1s repreſented now 
a-dayes?> And, whether the preſent Noncoufor- 
miſts, ſuch as Dr. Owen, Mr. Baxter, Dr. Manon, 
Dr.Conant, Dr. Bates, Dr. Goodwin, Dr. Dilling- 
ham, c.are really ſuch Ignoramuſles as ſome of 
your Zelots wonld have the world imagine them 
to be ? 

Q. 11. Whether Dr. Heylins Hiſtory of Prer- 
bjtery doth not wound the Reformation through 
the lides of the Prerbyterians ? 

9. 12, Whether it the Nonconfornufts Con- 
feſſhions in their Prayers, may be produced 1n E- 
vidence againſt them, How the Sons and Daugh- 
ters of the Church will appeas : #20cent,who are 

taught 
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taught afcer every Commandment read by the Mi- 
ſer, to ſay and pray, Lord have mercy upon my 
and incline onr hearts to keep this Law ? 

Q.13. Whether if His Majeſty and the Par- 
liamenc, would bz graciouſly plcaſed to leave thg 
uſe of the Three Ceremonies of our Chnrch as 
indifferent, as the Canons in 1640 do the Ceres 
mony of Bowing towards the Eaft, or «Altar ; 
That Rule of Charity might not be fill obſerved, 
namely, That thoſe which uſe theſe Ceremonies 
ſhould not deſpiſe rhem that uſe them not ; and 
that thoſe who uſe them not, condemn not thoſe 
that uſe them ? 

O.14. Who hath thriven moſt and proſpered 
beſt, the Spaniard with his [nguiſition, or the 
Hollander with his T oleration ? 

And now having deſired you to ask your (elf 
theſe Queitions, Give me leave to reflet upon 
my ſelf too, and to confider what I have done, 
I ſay not, hat I bave written, I bave written ; but 
rather, if I have written any thipg which (hall 
be truly interpreted Seditious or Schiſmatical,or 
which is juſtly offenfhive to any of my Superiors, 
Inferiors, ox Equals in Church or State, I bum- 
bly beg Pardon,and Conclude ; defiring you and 
all my Brethren, Conformifts and Non- confor- 
wits, to joyn in that good Prayer, Give Peace 
41 our time, O Lord. 
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